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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
NOTICE i

Pursuan't;to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Go;émmental Recrganization Act, PL 93-198 (the Act),
the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill No. 1-135 on first
and second readings Auquét S, 1975, and .Septe‘r“n'ber 9, 1975, respectively.
Following the Mavyor's signature on.October 9, 1975, this legislation
was assigned Act No. 1-54, published in the October 20, 1975, edition of
‘the D. C. Regisier, and transmitted to both Hous-es of Congress for a |
30-day review, in accordance with Section 602 (c)(1) of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice that
the 30-day Congressional review period has expired and, therefore, cites

the following legislation as D. C. Law No. 1-39, effective December 16,
1978.

Ik

STERLING TU@KER
Chairman of the Council



D.C. LAW
1-39 -
. %
In the Council of the District of Columbia
December 16, 1975 e

To establish a program of community development in the
District of Columbia, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Council of the District of Columbia,
That this act may be cited as the "District of Columbia

. Community Development Act of 1975".

Sec. 2. PFindings and Purpose.

(ﬁ) The Council finds and declares that the District of
Columbia faces critical social, economic, and environmental
problems arising in significant measures from:

(1) ‘the concentration of poverty in areas of thé
city;

(2) overcrowding and deterioration of housing,
exacerbated by inadequate construction of new units for
the growing number of households, and inadequate
resources to provide for the rehabilitation of existing
units for use by residents of the affected areas;

(3) inadequate and inappropriate public and
private investment and reinvestment in housing and other
physical facilities, and related public and social
services, resulting in the growth and persistence of
urban slums and blight and the marked deterioration of

the quality of the urban environment; and
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(4) lack of essential commercial facilities and

L

T:SET gservices in many of the city's communities; and

s
ol -~

. (5) need to improve the overall quality 6£ the
urban-environment'for the people of the Cistrict of

. Columbia.

*

(b} The Council further finds and declares that the

future velfare of the Listrict of Coldmb;a and the well~-

beiné of its citizens depend on the establishment and

; ',ﬁa;ptenance of the District of Columbia as a viable

physical, social; economic, and political éogmunity, and
| requicre for the benefit of.tﬁe comzunities being directly
| affected: S R L
‘ (1) systematic and sustained action to eliminate
blight, to conserve and renew aging urbtan neighborhoods,
to improve the living environment of low and moderate
income families, and toidevelop new residential and
. + economic activity centers throughout the District;
. {2) substantial expansion of and greater
‘continuity in the scope and level of Federal and local
) financial assistance together wiéh increased private
investment in support of commuﬁity development
activities; and
(3) ;ontinuing effort at all levels of government
to develop progtamé to meet icdentified needs and to

improve the'functioning and departments and agencies

*
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responsktile for planning, implementing, and evaluating

community development efforts.

(¢) The primary‘quective of this act is the
‘maintenance and develoément of the District of Colurbia as a
viable urban community, by providing decent hodsing, a
suitable living environment and expanding ecoromic
opportunities, principally for persons of low and moderate
incore. Consistent with this érimary objective the act
provides for the szuppert of community development activities
‘ which Sre direéted tgwafd the'following spgcific objectives:

(l)v the elimination of slums and bligﬁt and the
prevention of biighting influences ané the deterioration
of property 2nd neighborhood and community facilities of
importance to the welfare of the community;

(2) the elimination of conditions which are
detrimental to health, safety, anéd public welfare and
the establishment of programs to protect and improve the
guality of the urban environment;
| (3) the conservation and expansion of the
District's housing stock in order to provide a suitable
living environment for all persons pfiﬁcipally those of
low and moderate income: .

(4) the expansion and improvement of the quantity
and quaiity of community services, particuvlarly for |

persons of low and moderate income, which are essential



for sound community éevelopment and for the development
of a viable urkan community;

(5) a more f@tional utilizatioﬁ of lan& ahd the

“Detter arrangement of :esident;al}‘commercial.
| industrial, recreational, and other needed activity
.centers; .
(6) the reduction of the isclation of income
grodps within the community and the promotion of an
...increase in the d&iversity and vitaiity of neighborhoods
" through the expansion of housing oppo:tuniiies for
persons of'low and moderate income, particularly those
with lacge:familigg: | T

(7) the restoration and pf;servation of properties
of special value for historic, aichitectural, or
esthetic reasons;

(8) the establishment of data-gathering, planning,
pelicy, and program development which will'insu:e
effective monitoring of and programming responsive to
the changing numbers, characteristics, and needs of the
people of the D;;trict of Columbia; and :

(9) thQ continuation of development activities in
those areas previously covered sy urban renewal or
heighborhood deveIopmeﬁt plans until completed.

Sec. J. Community Development Proagram.




(a) The Kayor annually shall prepare ané submit to the
Council a proposed Community LCevelopment Program {as such

program is defined or may hereafter be defined in®itle I of

- ;he Housing and Community LCevelopment Act of 1974), which-

EX RN

(1) sets forth a summary of a three~year community

development plan which identifies community development
needs, demdnstrates a comprehensive strategy for meeting
those needs, and specifies both short and long-term
comm;nity development cbjectives which have been
developed in accordance with area-wide development

planning ané national urban growth policies;

(2) dJdescribes a program which-
{A) includes.the activities toc be undertaken

to meet the identified community development needs

~and objectives, together with the estimated costs

and location of such activities;

(B) indicates the resources which are
proposed to be made available toward meeting the
identified needs and objectives; and

(C) 1incdicates the environmental review status
of proposed community development activities;

(3) describes a program deéigneﬁ to=-

(A) eliminate or prevent slums, blight, and

deterioration where such conditions or needs exist:

ang
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. @) providé improved community facilities and
public improvements, including the provision of
supporting health, social; and similar services where
~ necessary and apgrcpriate: - | =:;§E
i@%ﬁ; (4) includes a ﬁousing assistance plan which=
(A) accurately surveys the condition of the
housing stock in the community ind defines the housing
" assistance needs of lower inccmé'persons, ineluding
elderly and handicapped persons, iargc families, persons
living in ovexcfowded conditions, pé;scns paying more
than 25% of their income for rent, and persons displaced
or to be displaced, residing in or engcted to reside in
: the community during thé implementation of the plan;

(8) specifies a realistic .annual goal for the
number of dwelling units or persons to be assisted,
ineluding (i)’the proposed number of new, rehabilitated,
and existing dwelling units, and (ii) the sizes and -
types of housing units and assistance proposed to meet

- the needs of lower-incocme persons in the community as
defined in the plan; and ‘

(C) indicates the general locations of proposed
housing for lower-income persons, with the objec-
tive of (i) furthering the revitalization of the

community, including the restoration and



ST,

, rehabilitation of stable neighborhoods & the

maximuz extent possible, tii).p:omotinqiﬁteater

choice of hégsing opportunities and avoiding
concentrations of assisted persons in areas
containing a}high proportion of low income persons,
and (iii) assuring the avai{gbility of public
facilities and services adequate to serve proposed
- housing projec:s:‘ v
kS) includes such other materigls, certifications,
. .and assurances as may be recuired by law or regulation
as conditions for finﬁncial assistance under the Housing
and Community Cevelopment Act of ‘1974, ané any other
such requirements as may be specified‘by District of
Columbia law. o
({b) 1in preparing the proposed Community cevelcpmént
Program, the Mayor shall: ‘
(l) provide citizens with all information
‘concerning the amount of funds available for proposed
community development and housing activitieg, the range
of activities that may be undertaken, ané other
" important program reguirements:
(2) hold at least two public heé:ings tc obtain
the views of citizens on cohmunity_development and

: housing needs; and



(3) provide citizens a full and meaningful
opportunity to participate in the planning, development
and evaluation of the annual Ccmmunity Dévelopmin:

.. Program and any awendments or modifications thereto.
ééﬁ(c) Prior to the exercise of any powers granted by this
act, the Mayor shall have submi£ted the proposed Comaunity

2 Deveiopment Program to the Council, and the Council shall
have.app:oved.the same by resolution following a public
.behridg thereon: Provided, That the Council may a?prov; the
program with cénditions or amendments'and the prograa as so

modified shall be the approved Comﬁunity Cevelopment

?:cgta~' and Provided further, That an approved COﬂmunxty

Development Frogram may be modifiec¢ at any time in
accordance with the procedures herein p:escribed for its
original approval. Notwithstanding the atove, the Hayor
shall have the authority to make mino; modifications
consistent with‘the intent of the approved Program, only
after such modifications have been submitted to the Council
and have not been disapproved wighin 30 days, except that
the Council may approve such modifications before the 30-day

.period has expired.

Sec. 4. Community Develooment Program Activities

(2a) An approved Community Cevelopment Program may

include the following activities:



i which is=

(1) the acguisition of real property (including

air rights, water rights, and other interests therein)

i
i

K]

(A) blighteé, deteriorated, deteriorating,
undeveloped, or inappropriately developed from the
standpoint of sound community development and
growth:

(BE) appropriate for rehabilitation or
conservation activities;

(C) appropriate for the preservation eor

:estoratioh of historic sites, the beautifi;ation of urban
iand,'the conservation of open spaces, natural resources,
and scenic areas, the provisiod of recreational
opportunities, or the guidance of.urbah development;

(D} to be used for the provisién of puklic
works, facilities, and improvements; or

(E) to be used for other purposes;

(2} the acguisition, construction, reconstruction,
or installation of public works, facilities, and site or
other.improvements-incluaing neighborhood facilities,
senior centers, historic properﬁieé, utilities, streets,
street lights, water and sewer facilities, foundations
and platforms for air right sites, pedestrian malls and
walkways, and pa:ks,Aplaygrounds, and recreation

facilities, flood and drainage facili:ies; parking
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facilities, solid waste disposal facilities, and fire
p:otegtion serv@ces and facilities;
- (3) code enforcement in deteriorated or =
- ~.deteriorating areas in which such enforcement, tcgether
ﬁ?;ith public improvements and ‘services to be provided,
may be expected to arrest the decline of the area;
(4) clearance, demolition, removal, and

rehabilitation of buildings and improvements, including-

‘(A) interim assistance to alleviate harmful
conditions in which imﬁediéte public action is
needed; )

(B) finan;ing'rehabilitation of privately
owned propQrties through the use of direct loans,.
loan guarantees, gramts, and other means when in
support of Community nevelépment Prograﬁ
objectives; and

(C) demolition and modernization of publicly
owned low-rent housing when necessary to protect
health, safety, and the public welfare;

(5) special projects directed to the removal of
material and architectural barriers which restrict the

mcbility.and accessibility of elderly and handicapped

persons;



(6) payments to housing owners for losggs of
rental iﬁcoﬁe incurred in holding for temporiiy periods
housing units to be utilized for the relocation of
individuals and families displaced by péog:am activities
under this act; ) .

(7j disposition'(th:eugh sale, 1ease; éonation, or

otherwise) of any real property acquired pursuant to

- title, provided that the proceeds of- any such

disposition shall be expended only for approved
Community Developmént Program ac;ivities;.

(8). provision of public serQices not otherwise
available in'azéas where other activities authorized by
this act are being carried out in'q concentrated manner,
1f such services are determined to be necessary or
appropriate to support such other ractivities, ané if
such services are directed toward- |

(A) improving the community's public services
and facilities, including those ccncerned with the
employment, economic developrment, crime prevention,
child care, health, drug abuse, education, welfare,
or recreation neecés of persons residing in such
areas; and

(B) coordinating public and private

development programs;



(9) payment of the non-Federal share reguired in
connection with the Federal grant-in-aid program

‘ undertaken as pa:g.cf the Community Bgvelopmegég%:ogram

vgé;?ubject to appropriations restrictions if any;;;

= (1) payment'of the cost of completing a project

| funded under Titlg I of the éousiné Act of 154¢;
(ll) relocation payments and assistance fo:’

. individuals, families, businesses,.orggnizations, and
farm operations displaced by activiﬁi;s auﬁho:ized by
this act;

{l2) activities necessary-

(A) to develop ;.ccmpreheﬁsivg community
developrent plan, and

(B) té develop a pélicy;planning-mahagement
capacity so that the District of Columbia ray more
rationally and effectively. (i) determine its needs,»
(ii) set long=-term éoals'and short-term objectives,
(iii) devise programs and activities to meet these 2
goals and (iv) evaluate the progress of such
programs in gcccmplishing these goals ;nd
objectives, and (v) carry out management,
coordination, and monitoring of activities
necessary for effective planning irplementation;
(13) payment of reasonable administrative costs

and carrying charges related to the planning and
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execution of community development and housing .
, . ¥E
activities, including the provision of informatlon ané

tesources to residents of areas in which community

development and housing activities are proposed; and
(14) any ecti;ity mace eligible for financial
" assistance by the Housing and Community cevélopment Act
of 1574, or any amendment thereto.

Sec. 5. Application for Financial Assitance; Proaranm

Implerentation.

"+ ta) After tﬁe approval of a Community Development
Program by the Council pursuant to section 3 of ;his act,
the Mayor is authorized to submit to the Secretary of
Bousing and Urkan De&elépment an application, meeting the
requirements of the Hbusing ard Community Develdpment Act of
1574 and regulations issued pursuant thereto or amenéments
‘ thereof, for financial assistance to implement said program.
In connection therewith, the Mayor is authorized to:
) (1) _consent to assume the status of a responsible
.Federal official under thenxational Environmgntal Folicy
Act of 1989; |
(2) consent, on behalf of the District Government
and himself, to accept the jurisciction of the Federal
courts for the purpose of enforcement of his

responsibilities as such an official;
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{3) give such other rlecdces, assu:ances.xtﬁd
"certifications as may be recuired by the Housing and
%QﬁiCommunity Cevelopment Act of 1974 ané tegulaéions issued
pursuant thereto c¢r amendments thereof; énd
(4) accept g;ants, gifts, Jonations, beguests, and
services from any source to assist in carrying out any
of the purposes of this act.

(b) .;n implementing an approved Community Cevelocnment
Prograa the Mayor is authorized to perform or conduct any of
the-activities éescribed in section 4 of this act ané to do
w all other things necessary to éar:y out the intent of such
program in accordance with any existing proviéions of law
not inconsistent he}ewgth. Any power granted to the Mayor
or any officer, eﬁployee, aéency, or instrumentality pf the
District Government by any other law may, in addition to the
purposes specified therein, be exercised in furtherance of
the carrying out of an approved Coﬁmunity Cevelcpment

Proéram. |

- (c) Powers and functions vested in the Mayor by this
act may be delegated by him to any officer, employee,
agency, or instrumentality of the Listrict Government by
administrative order, and any officer, employee, agency, or
instrumentality so designatéd is authorized to perform the

same in accorcance with the terms of the delegation.

-



(d) The 4ayor is authorized to issuec, amend, ané revoke
ol

such rules and tegulations as he deems nccessary o carry

_..out. the purposes of this act.

Sec. 6. Accuisition and Disposition of Real Procertv.

(a) Real property acquired for the purpeoses of this act
shall te acouired pursuant to subchapter II of chapter 13 of
Title 16 c¢f the Listrict c¢f Columbia Code. Lo such preperty
shall be acguired unless its acgquisition-'be authorized by
the Council after notice of public hearing.

" " (b) Real property may also be acguired through gift,
donaticn, becuest, assignment, or voluntary s;le by the
owner. | - |

(c) ‘For the é&kposes of this aci, the Mayor‘may dispose
of any real property.owned bty the Diét:ict of Columbia by
negotiation or public or private bid, on such terms anc
conditions as he deems necessary to accomplish the purgoses
of the act; Péovided, That prior to any such disposition
there shall be a public hearing on the proposed terms and
conditions after at least thittyv(BO) days' public notice.

Sec. 7. Rehabilitation of Privately-ownecd Provertv.

(a) The Mayor is hereby authorized to establish a
Rehabilitation Loan and Grant Fund and to make or contract
to make publicly-financed low=interest loans and grants to

owners of property for the rehabilitaticn and improvement of



‘gsuch property in accordance with a Community Cevelopment

-

Program approved pursuant to section 3 of this qét.

iy =

(b) The Mayor is further authorized to establish a
Rehabilitation Loan Insurance Fund ané to insure er contract

to insure privately=-financed loans to owners o¢f property for

‘the rehabilitation and improvement of such property in

accorcance with a Community Levelopment Program approved
pursuant to secticn 3 of this act. -

(¢) Any aﬁd all psbliciy-financeé.rehabili:ation loans
ané grants made by the Mayor, and any and all insurance
conmitments made by the aayor in connection with privately-
financeé rehakilitation Ioans. and any.and_ail money used or
expénded byrthe Mayor in connection with gaid loans ar
insurance commitmerts pursuant to the hereinabove described
authority, and any and all acts pergormed by the Mayor in
connection with any powers éranted pursuant to tﬁis section,
are’hergby declared to be needed, contracted for, expended,

or exercised for a public use.

Sec. 8. Effect Uoon Existinc Statutes; Severabilitv.

(a) To the extent that any provisions of this act are.
inconsistent with the provisions of any other laws within
the jurisdiction of the Council, the frovisions of this act

shall prevail and shall be deemed to supersece the

provisions of such laws.



(b) If any provisions of this act bec held invalid, the
remainder of the act shall not be impaired the:eb?; but
- ghall continue in full force and effect.

Sec. 9. Effective Cate.

This act shall become effective pursuant to operation of
the provisions of section 6CZ(c) of the "District of
Columbia Self-Covernment and Covernmental Feorcanization

Act" (Public Law 93-18E: 87 Stat. E&l4).
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