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COlJ!-iCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NOTICE 

D.C. Law 1- 81-- '' Dis trict of Columbia 
?rescr iption Dn.!g ?rice lnt:::nna ticn ~.ct " • 

Septe:n!:ler 23, 1976 

Pursuant t o Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self -Go11ern:nent 

a:'ld Governme!1ta 1 ::< ecr:;;rnization Act, PL 93-198 ( t!'!e Act } , tl:e Counc il ::if 

ch e Cistr:c ~ of Coll.:r.ibia ado pted Bill ::Jo. 1-80 or. f:.rst 3nd. second re3.dir:c;s 

May 3, 1976 ar.d May 18, 197 6 , respectively. t'ollowinq the May~r's 

sig:'lature ~n )une lo, 1975, this le9isletion ·Nas assigned Act No . 1-13~. 

;u':::li.fr.ec :;i t~e ju l y 2, !976, eci1::ion of the ;).C. R~ds~er, ar.c! transr::1ttec 

t::; ~oth 2c~ses ::;~ ·congress ~:)r a 30 -cay review, in .:: ccorciance with Sec~:~n 

'302 (c) (1) of ::he Act. 

T!"'.e Cour.cil of the :>istric t d Co~:.i~bia h er~b'.I ·;ives r.::tice ~hct 

:~,; 31-d.e·,: C:::in.;ressi~nal re ,~iew per..od hc:s expired and , th'!refor~ , c ites 

::ie '.::illow!.71; l e:; islatio r. as ::). C. !..aw 1-21, et':ective Septem~er IO , ~9i 5 . 
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D.C. LAW 1- 81 

r n t~e Counc il o= t~e ~1str1c t of Cc lurr.~ ia 

Se?tember 10 , 1Y76 

~o per~!: the a~v~r~ising of drug prices, to requi re retaile rs of 
pre scr :pt ion d r •JgS t o post t he p r ic~ s of certa in :::::immonly 
? re scr ibed d rugs, ar.d for o t her purposes . 

BE IT SNACTED BY THE CCGNCIL CF TH E DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA , 

That this ac t ~ay be cited as the HDistr1ct o: Columbi a 

F resc r 1pc10~ Dr ug Price Infor~ation ~ct~. 

Sec. 2. As used i n this act, the term-

( a J " issue dace 0 means che fi r s t day o f che f our:h f ull 

c 3le ~~ar :nonch a~ter c~e ef~ecc ~ve date ~f t~is ac :, and t he day 

f: l l owir.g t ~ e e~d o f each yea r a!~er che first sue~ :ssue date. 

( !: ! "::: -:: s: C O :n~on.!.;t '..JS~ d dri.!gS" i11<:!ans tr.e lege~d Cr~g s 

~1t h s e pa r ate p r oprie t a r y ~a~e s, ? r escrl9cion s t in all 

dosages / to r ~h ich wer~ most fr~ouently ?aid ~ or O? the 

:·i ~ci.:aid ::r .:i g r am o per a ted cy t:!1e C1strtc ': o f Co l u::.oia 

go~e: ~~e~t :.inder a state ~lan filed in a ccordance with 

=-= :::: t.:::1 L9 0 ~ of the Soci.J! .Sec :~: :. :1 Act ( :t2 u.s.: . 1 395.? J , 
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in the th =e~ consecuti7e mont:.~s ending sixt y c a ys bero =e a n 

issue date . 

(c ) "pha=macy" ~ea~s a shop o r ether place at ~~ich 

d rugs . cnemi cals , o r poi sons . as ~~ose terms are used in th~ 

;..ct o f :-fay 7 , l 9C6 ( C. c .. Code , sec. 2- 601 e t seq . } • ara so l d 

a 't r~tail. 

( cl ) " propri'!ta.ry name " :neans a brand n ame of , o .r a 

na~e genera:ly used oy physicians in p r escr ibing , a l~qenc 

drug qener3.ll7 obtained E=om a ceri;ain r.ianuiact u r e r, 

~anuf3cturer •s l icense~ . or other sour ce , -h~ther o r no t 

sue, prc~ri~ta~/ name is a-so ':.be establishe1 name o r 

o f! ici.al ndine, as define'1 in s ec t ions 502 (e) (2) .s.r.d SOS (a) 

o : t~e :eceral Fco~ . C:-Jg, a~c cosmetic rtct {21 u.s . c . 

JS:? ( e ) (2) .a:lc 353 (aj: , t~e nam<? :~nd i:t a c~g co:n;enciu:n. 

" g er.e ri c" na r.ie . 

(el " ?~ ::son " "'1.e3.ns any individual , :;:a=tne r sni ;i, 

co r ?oratlcn , crganization, o r associat~cn . 

(!) "drug " ::ie a ns a n y c h e.'!l ical ~uman ::ie::ii ca :::.io n with 

one O t" 'nor~ l<r.own act i ve ingr edients. 
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essentially equivalent thera~eutically . as dete r.nined by the 

Cepari:~ent o: Buman Resour ces f~o~ its own infor~ation and 

p=o~osed o r :.!.nal r~~ulations and •arnL,gs cf the Uni t ed 

States Department of Healtb , ~cucation a n d ~elfare or its 

co~~onent agencies . 

(h) "professional and con venience se::vices " includes ~ 

~ut is not limited to: 

(!) patien~ consultations: 

(2) patient e:irofiles: .. 
(3) prescr~~tion char--.ing; 

( U ) emergen~/ presc-.:::~ption service ; 

( 5 ) personal cel.i.very : 

( 6 ) :taJ.l deLive:y; 

('' ) c=e•:ii.c: se.:-vices: 

(S) staying 09en 2U toc=s ~er c a1; 

( i J ••c ·Jr::-ent selling ;:ir i:.:e" means all char~e s o : a 

?ar~~cular ?ha=~acy to a cons~er «ith r ~s9ec<::. tc a 

?re sc=ibed drug , except additional char;es for 9r ofessional 

anc:! cor.· .. eniencre services ; 

(j ) "1~Jq product~ me~ns a drug identifi~d by 
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Sec. 101 . T~ i rt:y days prio r to each issue date , the 

::e?art:::ient of :iu:nan ?.esources sball funi.sh to .:he C!f ic:! o: 

consume.r Affairs a list of the 100 mos t ccm:nonly use d ~ruqs . 

Sec . 102. Ten days prior to each issue date, the 

o f.!ice of c ::mscmer Affai r s snall furr.ish to eac!:. ;:r.a.c:n..scy i n 

~~e District a ~aster suitable for display, of a type style 

and size so a s t o ce easily readable at a reasonable 

dis tance, which-

(a) l ist:s che lJO :nos~ couuiooly ·.:sed d =:;:;s by . 

( l l t~o commonly p-resc~ibed s ets of q-~anti~y 

of ~ac!': set; 

t!"lera~ect:ictlly equi·-1alent dr'.lgs may be c o::i'.!lonly 

(b} lists f?C'Of essional a nd conveni~nce senic'!!S , '# it.'1 

s;ace for eacn pta::'":\acy to indica te: 

(1) wbet~er it cf!ers eac!l se.=-1ice: 
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(C) a !laadi:ig stating "OOR C!JR..~ ~~rr ?RESCRIPTION 

PRICES" and ccntaining sµces for the inser~ion of t:.'ie name 

and accress oE each pharmacy ; 

(d) indica1:es in sitnple language that: 

(1) the ~rice of a ?rescription d.:-uq is often 

d.i ffer e nt at different pha~acies. and that tl'le 

consU:1e~ may ~ant to maKe a compari5on on tile cos~ of a 

9r esc:iption: 

(2} the phannacy ~a: te able to substitute a 

19ss ex?9ns i ve j r ug whic~ i ~ ~heza~eutically equival ent 

to t~e cn e ?rescTibed by ~~e cons\l.11er• s doctor . u~less 

toe consumer does not ~pprove: 

(3) t~e consumer has t~e riqh~ to know ~he 

('! ) pr o•1i-::!es space for '?3.C~ ;:!:a=:iacy eo i~~ic.:?.te ~ !'le 

~liqibility a~d te=:ns of any d.iscoJ~~ i~ o~:'!rS e n legend 

Sec. : OJ . On and a!ter eac~ issae date, e~ch ~har~acy 

s~al~ ~~qi=11 ?Cst on ~~e pos~e= i~s c~::ent selli..•~ prices 

:oc ~~~ l~O ~ost co~monly us~d drugs , t~e ~:ofessior.al ~nd 

con'l~ni~~ce se: ?ices it offer s a~ci the addic~ona l cha:~~s 

~~e:9 £0:, ~~~ ~~~ eli=ibility anC ~e::::".S 0 ~ any CiSCCunt it 

~ffe:s on l~~~c ir~~s . ~~e ccm;:eted ?OS~er s~~ll ~~ 
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~re scr4~tion drug service a=aa in sue~ a manner as to c~ 

~asily 'Tisible to conswners • ithout ha ving to ob-ca.in 

~ermissicn o r assistance o f a,, em~loyee o f t~e pnac~acy . 

Sec . lC 4 . The ~crrent selling ~::ice of all legend 

d r e gs (including t~ose not r equir ed to b~ posted) cispensed 

by e~ch ?har~acy , and the ?ha.r~acy•s dis counts and 

p~otessional anc convenience services and charges tbere~or, 

shall ce available and ce q-~otad~ cor=ectly and Er9e of 

c!ldro:e , ':>y the ::ihar :nacy u90n ::equest identi~ yinq t!1e :i ~.::le , 
... 

Sec. lO, . No pha=:nacy ma y :ail t o ~rovide to any ; 

c-ons<U1er t:ie :!iscoi;r.ts a n d s a r-tiC'=S s t a t ed on t!ie ;>est!!:::, 

ur.der t~e ~l~gi~ili~,, ~rice, a.~c ot!ler ter.:lS t~ere st~~ed . 

:.·1ecy sale o: :::ne ~e tte l JO most cc::-monly usec ~=·.:qs , .::_n :l 

to =e ;os t ed, snall be at ~~e ?OS~~c price , unless a 

·:ec r -:ase ..:.:i ;:: r ic~ is au t:iorized ::y ti<:le !=I o f t.'lis a~. 

5ec . 106 . A ;:ha:::iacy ':t'.a'J c!lange a.~y e;irr~n t se ll i:-Ic:q 

soi.:rc~s c:::m s---=~ r 



- 7 -

T.!Tt! II -- ADVER'!'I SING 

Sec . 201. ~;o 9erson may directly o r i:tdirect.ly 

?=oh~i~ . ~inc~r er restrict or attempt t o prohibit or 

=estrict. th ~ disclosure by a.~ y ~har~acy. government agency, 
I 

o r c~~~r perscn . o: ac~~=ate pric e information r~a=di.~g 

9re scripticn dr~qs , i~cl~ding sucb ciscl osure ~~a~ by ~eans 

o f advert~sements in f rint or ~ roadcast ~edia, or by other 

:neans. 

.. 
sec: . J-:l. No t later chan JO days ?rior to each issue 

~aT.e, the Ce~ar~~ent o f ~u~an ~e sources shall fu r:l ish tO e..~e 

Office o f C~nsu:ner ~t fairs a nd t o al l pharmaci~s in ~~~ 

Jistrici: a ~ist o f all t herapeutically equivalent 1 rU<: s . 

7he :e~ar~~ent ~ f n~~an Re source s sha~l pro~?tl/ !urnish 

C:'le:'lical:y ide~rt ical a C"tive ing=~cii en~S ·~hic:-t it. ceter:ni :ies 

shou l= not =e sul:sti tuted for one anct~er . 

Sec . 30 2. It shal l ~'! l a wf ·.Jl fo r a lic~?"lsed ?har::ta.::i~ 

':O sul:: st:itu t e a t !'le r:apeutica l ly equi·ral~nt Crug fo r ~ dr'1g 
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=es t.rice or li~i t, t.,e :naking of such a substit~tion, 

~x:cept: 

(a) the per son physically purchasing a drug or the 

?atient for ~ho~ it i s intended ~ay :.ndicat~ a ~refe rerce 

fo ::. an d in such case shall be furnished ·.rit!'l, ': ~P. dr.Jq 

ac~ual ly pres~ibed; 

(bl the p r escribing physician ma y certify in nis/h~r 

own har,dwr-iti ng t:iat in !tis/her ::iedic:al ju.::iqment a st:ecific 

~am;:l !s o f acce;:tabl.e cer ti=icaticns ·.;ou.ld ~e t.!ie not ations 
·, 

"';Jrand necessary" anc! "8. ~ . ", e r, when ~e c;i-::-,scriC?tion o r 

ce:--i.fication is cc:-ununicated cy telephone, t~e same 

~otations in the p!'la r macist•s own ~anc•~itinq. A pr ocecur e 

: or c~e~kir.q 3 box, pr~?rint~d . sta~;ed o r initialed on a 

pr~sc=ipticn for~ , ~ill not constitute ~n acce~~3ble 

no~ati:m . 

Sec. 303 . -~ ;:har:nacist s hali sucsti~at. ~ a C.r.:g und er 

s~ct:ion 30 2 onl -,. wh en there •ill t:e a sa v:.ngs or no i.•c=eas'? 

:.n cost t o :.!'le ~uy'!! r, except with the c-:ins~nt. of the bu yer. 

r: ~he d::"Jq ~roduct ;;:rescribed is not i ::. st:>ck, a phar:nacy 

:ray s~bs i::. :.:.:.-:~ o nly its lo·.,,est. =~-:ail c os"t:. t:::.era ~eutically 
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t~e !~r:n :or insFection by Dis t rict offic ials. The 

~har~acist shall also label t.~e Fr escription contai~er wi th 

the name o f t !:e C.::ug substitute<! , unless tbe prescribing 

;ihysician . ..,.r::"i t e s "d o ;iot label". or words of si:nila r i'11port, 

on t~e pr escrif t i on, or, in com~u.~cating the prescziption 

by telepbcne , or ders tha~ t:.be contai~er not te so l~belled . 

s ec . 3 o 5 . (a) The stlbstituti~n of thera~eutically 

eqo~ivalent !ru~s ~y a lic ensed pha~acist ender section 302 

sha ll ~ot ccn stit~ce t~e practic~ ot medicine. 

(b) Su~sti~ution of d r ugs mace in accordance #it~ 

sec~ion J02 shall not constitute evidence of ne~l.iqence or 

c:he 

£= CE:Sc=i::ed ar.d subs ti t'Jted d r uqs ·.;er e e ::ierapeu:::.ica l l! 

(.::) .:~.:..:.u:-e o f a lice:ised ;=!::tsician :::o s;:eci.f7 :.hat a 

~?eci:i= t r and is necessary fo r t..!:e ?artic~lar ~a :.ien~ scall 

-:-:> t ~ons:.it:.it'! ~·1i dence o f necl..igence '.!."\!.ess t he physici a n 

':::er. 
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?har~acy or ?ha:mac.ist) . bealt ~ i.:1surer, and governme!lt 

aqe~cy the ~bject of o r inj~r~d by such interference, 

~revention . c i scour ag e ment, or a ttempt ~o inter fere . 

prevent , o r c~scoorage . Any action which jeopardizes in any 

·,;ay. or r aises i:!le ne~ price of, the su;:ply from 

~anu:acturers or wnolesal~rs o= d r ugs t o any pharma cy, 

go~l'!rnment a~ency , heal~~ insure r, or person p r o viding or 

~aying fo r ~ drug i~ the ~istric~ , ~ay comprise such an 

L<terf~=ence, prevention , d i s c curage ment , or attempt . 

Sec. ~ 03 . ~f~e r reasonable notice, the Office of 

C~nsur.ier ~!fai=s ~a'l inspect t~e ~ri cinq r eco r c s and 

?ractices of any pharmacy o~ other perso n, to a ssure 

A!~er aeprooriace noti~e and .. ... . ,, 

t~a rL~g . t he c~tice :nay , if it :inc~ that. any ;ierson has 

vio~at e~ t~is ac~, issue :l cease and des ist o r de r against 

c~n~i.~~~-= e r : ·.J-::u:e vi::::l:ltio n , anc suc h ct.~ er o r d ers as may 

lf the cf.:ice of 

C~n3ume= A::ai=s is abolished , and the of:ice of consumer 

?~ot~ctio~ ;c~;ose~ to c~ establi she~ i~ Co~ncil Sill ~o . 1 -

253 has b~~n ~stablished , t.hen all refere nce s in this act t o 

~~e c~:ice a = Consu.~e r ~f:ai:s shall =e ieemed to b e 

-::~e O::~ce o f C~nsu~er ?=~tection . 

Sec. :; ~ l. 

-- - · ·~ .Ja,.i 
:* __ , _ _ _ _ 
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602 (c} {l) o= ~he Dist=i~ of Colu~bia Sal=-Gove =:u:.ent ar.d 

Gov~rn~en~a l rtearga.~ization Ac~ . 
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