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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

3 NOTICE

D.C. Law |-85-="Firearms Control
Regulations Act of 1975",

September 24, 1976

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Govemment and Governmental Reorganization Act, PL 93-198 ( the Act ),
the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill No. 1-164 on first and
amended first readings May 3, 1976 and May 18, 1976; on second readings
]ung 1S, 1976 and reconsideration of second readings on June 29, 1976.
Following the signature of the Mayor on July 23, 1976, this legislation was

assigned Act No. 1-142, published in the August 10, 1976, edition of the

D.C. Register, and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for a 30-day

review, in accordance with Section 602 (c) (1) of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice that
the 30-day Congressional review periods has expired and, therefore, cites

the following legislation as D.C., Law 1-85, effective September 24, 1976,
/

-

/W}L Sl

CKER
Chairman of the Council

{ Ref. 23, D.C. Reg, 1091, August 10, 1976)
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IN THE COUNCIL OF THE CISTKICT OF COL'IMBIA’

July 23, 1976

TC rrotect the citizens ot the District frcm loss of

froperty, Jdeath, and 1njury, by controllinag the
aviilabilaity ot tarearrs in the community.

Ht IT ENACTED BY THE CO'INCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMPIA,

That this act may be citel an the 'Ffrearrn Control
Reguldtions Act of 1975,

Sec. 2. Pinain3ys and purposec.

The Council of the District of Columktia tinds that in
order to promote the health, safety anl welfare of the
veople ot the District ot Columbia it is necessary to:

(1) Require the reqgistratiun of all firearms that are
cowned by private citizens;

(2) Limit the types Ot weapons persons may lawfully

possess;

(3) Assure that only gualified persons are allowed to
pussess ftirearms;

(4) Renulate dealily weapons dealers; and

(5) “ake it more iffaicult for tirearms, Jestructive

devices, 4nd ammunition to move in illicit commerce within

the District of Columbig,
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TITIE I - DEFINITIONA
Sec. 10l1. As used in this act the term -

(1) "Acts of Conqress®™ means (A) an Act to control the

possession, Sale, transfer, and use of pistols and other

danaecrous weapons, in the District of Columbia (Danaerous

wea; ons Act), d4s amend=i, approved July 8, 1932 (D.C. Code,
sec, 22-3271, et seg.): (®) Omnibus Crame Ccntrol aond Sate
Streets Act of 1968, as amended (Title VII, Unlawful
Possession or Receipt of Firearms (82 Stat, 236; 18 U.G.C,

Appendix)): and (C) an Act to Amend Title 18, United States
Codé, to Provide tor Better Control of the Interstate
Traftic in tirearms Act of 1958 (82 Stat. 1213; 18 U.S.C.
921, et sej.).

(2) "Ammunition®” means cartridaqe cases, shells,
projrctiles (includaing shot), primers, bullets, progellant

powider, or other devices or mdaterials designed, redesiagned,
or intenied for use in 4 firearm or destructive device.
(3) "Antique tircarr® means -
(A) any tiredrm (includina any firearm with a
matchiock, tlintlock, percussion cap, or sarmilar tyge of
ianition system) manufactured in or before 1898; and

(B) any replaca ot any tiredrr described in

sukjaragraph (1) it such rerlica-
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(1) i8 not desiqgned or redesjiqned tor usina

rimgire or conventiondl centertire tixed ammunition, or

(ii) uses rimfire or conventional

ammunition which 1S no longer ranufactured in the
Inited States ani which is no* readily availatle in the

oridinary channels ot ccmmercial trade.

(4) "Chief" means the Chiet of Police of the

Metropolitan Police Department of the District of Columkbia

]
or his designated agent.

(5) "Crime of Violence™ means a8 crime of violence as
detaned in section 1 of the Act of July 8, 1932, as amended
(D.C. Code, sec. 22-3201), committed in any jurisdiction,
but does not include larceny or attempted larceny.

(6) *"Dealer's license™ means a4 license to buy or sell,
repair, trade, or otherwise deal in firearms, destructive
devices, or ammunition as provided for in Title IV of this
Act.

(7) "Destructive device® means -

(A) an explosive, incendiary, or poison gas
bomb, grendade, rocket, missile, mine, or similar device;
(8) any device by whatever name known which

will, or is designel or redesigned, or may be readily

convertel or restored to expel a projectile by the action of
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an explosive ur other propellant throuah a smooth bore

ktarrel, except a shotiyun,

(C) any device containing tear qas or a
cheraically siﬁ;lar lacrimator or sternutator by vh;t;ver
nare known; E

(D) any device designed or fedesiqned. rade or
remade, or readily converted or restored, and intendel to
stun or disaktle a person by means cf electric shock;

(E) any combination ot parts designed or
intended for use in converting any device into any
destructive device; or from which a destructive device may
be realily assempled:

Provided, That the term shall not include -

(i) any gneumatic, sprinqg, or B-R gqun
which expels a sinqgle projectile not exceeding .18 inch
in liameter;

(11) any device which is neither designed
nor redesigned for use as a weapon;

(iii) any device originally a weapon which
has been redesigned for use as a msignaling, line
throwing, or safety device; or,

(iv) any device which the Chief finds is
not likely to be used as a weapon.

(8) T"listrict® means District of Colurkia.
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(9) "Firearm" medns any weajon which will, or in
designed or redesigned, made or remade, readily converted or
restored, and intended to, expel a projectile or projectiles
by the action of an explosive; the frame or receiver of any
such device; or any tirearm muffler or silence: Provided,
That such term shall not include -

(A) antigue firearmss and/or

(B) destructive devices;

¢ (C) any device used exclusively tor line

:? throwiny, signaling, or satety, and required or recommended
— by the Coast Guarid or Interstate Commerce Ccmrission; or

~ (D) any device used exclusively for firing

(e explosive rivets, stud cartriiges, or similar industrial

c ammunition and incapable for use as a weapon.

G (10) *=Machine gun® means any firearm which shoots, is
- 4desianed to shoot, or can be readily converted or restored
zz to shoot:

(A) automatically, more than one shot by a

single tunction of the trigger;
(B) semiautomatically, more than twelve shots
without manual reloading.
(11) “Oraanization" means any partnershap, comgany,

corporation, or other business entity, or any gqroufg or

- m——— e - N s - S AR L L e gyt - -
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asscoidation Ot two Or morce persons united for a corron

purgpose.

-

(12) "Pi1stol" means any tirecarm orijinally designeld to

e tired by use ot a sinale hand, S

(13) ™Kegistration certificate™ reans a3 certiticate
validly issued pursuant to tnis act evincina the
reqistration ot a firearm pursuant to this act,

(18) ®"Fitle” means a grooved bore firearm using a
fixed metallic cartridage with 4 single projectile and
desiined or redesiqgned, made or remade, and intenlied to te
fired from the shoulder.

(15) *"Sawedi-off shotyun" means 4 shotqun havaing a
tarre]l of less than 1R i1nches in length: or a tirearr mdalde
trc- 3 shotgun if such farearm as moditied has an overall
lentth of less than 26 inches or any tarrel of less than 18
inckes i1n length.

{16) ™shotgqun®™ means 4 smooth tore firearm using a
fixei shotgun shell with either a number of ball shct or a
sinale projectile, and designed or redesigned, rade or
remaie, and intended to be fired from the shoulder.

(17) *"Short lLarrecled ritle” reans a ritle having any

barrel less than 16 inches in lenath, or a firearm prade from

s rifle 1f Buch firearm as modified has an overall length of

less than 26 inches or any karrel of less than 16 inches,
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{18) *"weapons offense” means any violation in any
jurisidiction of any law whi~h involves the sale, puféhaso,
transfer An any manner, receipt, acquasition, possession,
having under éontrol, use, repaif. manutacture, c;rr}inu, or
transportation of any fircarm, ammunition, or destructive
device.

TITLE II - FIREARMS3 ANT LESTRUCTIVE [CEVICES

= Sec. 20l. Registration Required. (a) Except as

= otherwise provided in this act, no person or organization

= shall within the District receive, possess, have under his
:: control, transter, otfer tor sale, sell, give, or deliver

;T any iestructive device, and no person or organization shall,
o within the District possess Oor have under his Or i1ts control
c any firearm, unless such person Or organization is the

- holder of a valid registration certificate tor such tirearm.
= In the case of an orddnization, a registration certificate
o

shall pe i1ssued (l) only to an organization which has in its
employ one or more commnissioned special golice officers or
other employees licensed to carry firearms, and which arms
such employces with firearms Juring such emjployees ddty
hours and (2) only to such orqanization in its own name and
in the name of 1ts oresident Or the chief executive,

(b) Sut sectjion (4) shall no* aprly to -
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(1) Any law enforcement officer or agent ot the
nistrict ur the United States, or any law enforcenené
officer or aaent of the goverament of any State or
subdivision thereof, or any member of the Armed Forces of
the United States, the Naticnal Guard or Organized Reserves,
when such otficer, agent, or memper is authorizel to possess
such a firearm or device while on duty in the performance of
official authorized functions;

(2) Any person holdina a dealer's license;
Provided, That the firearm or destructive device jis -

(A) acquared Ly such gerson in the normal
conduct of business;

(B) is kept at the flace described in the
dealer's license; and

(C) 1s not kept for such person's grivate
use or protection, or for the protection of his
business.

(3) With respect to firearms, any non-resident
of the District participating in any lawful recreatijonal
firearm-related activity in the District, or on his way to
or from such activity in ancther jurisdiction; Provided,
That such person, whenever in poseession ot a firearm, shall

upon demand of any membter of the Metropolitan Police

Decartment, or other tona fide law enforcement officer,
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exhibit proof that he is on his way to or from such
activity, and that his pcssession or control of such firearm

ig lawtul in the jurisdiction in shich he resides: Provided

further, that such weapon shall be unloaded, mecurely

wrarped, and carried in open view., o

Sec., 202. Unregisterable Firearms. NO reqgistration

certiticate shall be iscuei for any ot the tollcwing types
of firearms:

(3) Saweld-off shotqun;

(L) Machine gun;

{(c) Short-barreled rifle;

(d) Pistol not validly registered to the current

reqistrant in the District gprior to the effective date of

this act; and

(e} Pistol not possessed by the current registrant in

conformity with the requlations in effect imrmeliately prior

to the effective date of this act.

Sec. 203. Prereguisites to regicstration; application

for registration.

{a) No registration certificate shall be issued to any

person (and in the case ot a person tetween the ages cf 18
and 21,

to the person and his signatory parent or guardian)

or orianizdtion unless the Chief determines that such person
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(or the presadent Or chief execulive ain the cdse of an
orjanization):

(1) 18 twenty-one yecars of age or older:

Providel, That the Chief may 1ssue to an applicant tetween

the ajes ot eignteen and twenty-one years old, and who is

otherwise jnualified,

3 reaistration certificate 1f the

application 18 accompanied by a notarized statement Of

the
apilicant's jarent or auardian -

(A) that the apjlicant has the permission

of his parent or quardian to own and use the
firearm to te registered; and

{(B) the parent or quardian assumes civil

liability tor all damages resulting from the

actions of such applicant in the use of the

firearm to be registered: Provided further, that

such reqistration certificate shall expire on

such person's twenty-tirst tirthday;

(2) Has not been convicted of a crime oOf

violence, weapons offense, or of a violation of this act;

(3) Is not unier indictment for a crime of

violence or a weapons offense;
(¢) Has not been convicted within five years
prior to the application of any

e i
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(A) wviovlation in any jurisdiction of any

law restricting the ume, poussession, Or sale ot

any narcotic or danagerous drug; or

-

{R) a violdation ot section 2 ot the Act of

July le, 1912 (C.C. Code, sec. 22-507 (19713)),

regarding threats to do todily harm, or section
806 of the Act of 4arch 3, 14901 (C.C. Code, suc,
22f509 (1973)), reqardan'assaults and threats,
or any similar provision of the law cf any other
jurisdiction so as to indicate a4 likelihccd to

make unlawful use of a firearm;
(S) wWithin the five year period immediately
preceling the apglication, has not been acquitted of any
criminal charge by reason of insanrity or has not been
aijudicateld a chronic alcholic by any court, Provided, That
this paragraph shall not apply if such person shall present
to the Chief with the application, a medical certification

indicating that the applicant has recovered from such

insanity or alcholic condition and is capable of safe and

responsible possesasion of a firearm;

(6) Within the five years immediately precedina

the application, has not been voluntary or involuntarily
committed to any mental hospital or institution; Provided,

That this paragraph shall not apply, if such person shall
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present to the Chief with the applicant a medical
certitication that the apj'licant has recovered trom whatever

milady prompted such commitment;

(7) Duces not appear tO sufter trorm a physical
detect which would ten! to i1niicate that the applicant woulAd
not be able to possess and use a firearm safely and

resp onsibly;

(3) His not been a3djudicated neqlinent it a

firears mishap causing death Or sericus injury tc ancther
human keinag

(9) 1Is not otherwise 1ineligible to pussess a
pistol unier section 3 of the Act of July 8, 1932 (l.c.
Code, sec. 22-3203):

(10) Has not failed to demonstrate satistactorily
a knowledae ot the laws 0f the LCistrict of Columbia
pertiining to firearms and the sate and resfonsible use of
the same an accordance with tests and standards prescribed
by the Chiet; Provideld, Thdat once this determination is made
with respect to a agiven applicant for a pdarticular type of
firearm, it need not be maje aygain tor the same applicant
with respect to a subsejuent application for the same type
ot firearr; and

(11) Has vision better than or cygudal to that

required to ohtain a valid driver's license under the laws
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of the District ot Columbia; Provided, That current
licensure by the District ot Columbja, of the dppltci;t to
irive, shall be prima tacie evidcnce that such appltcgnt's
| vision is sutticient and, Provided further, that éhi;
determination need not be made more than once per year per
arplicant.
(b) &=very person applying for a registration

certificate shall provide on a form prescrited by the Chaef:

4 (1) The full nare or any other name kv which the

applicant is known.

(2) The present aidress and each home address

|

where the applicant has resided during the tive year period

t: imme Jiately gprecedang the application.

;; (3) The present business or occupation and any
~— hbusiness or occupation in which the agplicant has engaged
-— 4Auring the tive-year fperiod immediately greceding the

© aprlication and the ailiresses of such businesses or places
o

ot employment,

(4) The darte and place of hirth of the
apgplicant,

(5) The sex of the aprlicant.

(6) wWhether (and if so, the reasons) the
District, the United States or the government of any State

or subdivision of any State has denied or revoked the
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aprlicant's license, registration certiticate, or perrit
pertaining to any firearm, .
(7) A description of the applicant's role in any

mishap involving a firearm, including the date, pfécé, taime,

circuxstances, and the namee of the person injured or
killel,
(8) The intended use of the firearm,

{(9) Tnhe caliber, make, model, manufacturer's

< identitication number, serial nurter, ani any other

—

:I ident1fying marks on the firearm.

. (10) The name and address of the person or

~ organization from whom the firearm was obtained, and in the
= cagse of a dealer, his dealer's license number.

= (11) Where the tirearm will generally be kept,
= (12) whether the applicant has applied for any
h other registration certificates issved and outstanding.

:z {(13) Such other information as the Chief

determines is necessary to carry out the provisions cof this
acte.
(c) Every organization applying for a registration
certificate shall -
(1) with respect to the president or chief
executive of such organization, c¢omply with the reguirements

of subsection (b); and
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(2) proviie such other information as the Chiet
deternines 1S NeCessary tO cdarry out the provisions cof this
act.

Sec, 204, Finnerprantina, pictures, personal
arrearances,

(a) The Chief may require any person apglyina for a
reqistration certit icate to be fingerprinted it, in his
juiament, this 15 pecessary to conduct an etficient and
afeguate 1nvestigation into the matters described in section
2N 3(a) and to efftectuate the purpcse cf this act: Provided,
That any person who has been fingergprinted ty the Chief
within tive years prior to submitting the agplication need
nct, in the Chief's discretion, be fingerpraintel again if he
otfers other satasfactory proof of identaty.

(b) Each applicant, other than an organization, shall
submit with the aprlication two tull-tace photograghs of
himseif, 1-3/4 by 1-7/8 inches in size which shall have leen
taken within the thirty-iay period immediately preceding the
filiny of the application.

(c) Every applicant (or in the case of an
oraanizaticn, the presiient or chief executive, or a gerson
austhorized in writing by him), shall appear in person at a
time and gplace prescribed by the Chief, and may be required

to bringd with him the firearim for which a reaistration
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certificate 1s sourht, which shall be unloaded and seécurely
wrapped, and carried in open vaiew, -

Sec, J205. Arplication under oath; tees. .

(a) Eiéh apti licant (the president or chief exccutve
1n the case Of an orginizdation) shall sign an oath or
atfirmation attesting tu the truth of all the anformation
re juired by section 201,

(b) FEach application rejujred by this title shall be
accompanied Iy a non-refundable tee to be estatklished by the
“ayor; Provaded, That such tee shall, in the judgment of the
vayor, reimburse the District for the cost of services
provi led under this ¢t1itle.

Sec, 206. Filinig times for new purchase 4and tirearrs
entering the District; previously registered
firearms,

{a) An application for a registration certificate
shall be filed (and a registration certiticate issugd) prior
t0 taxing possession Ot 4 tirearm frcrm a licensed dealer or
from any person Or Oraanizaticn holding a reaqistration
certificates theretor, 1In all other cases, an application
for renistration shall be filed immediately after a firearrm
is broujht into the District. It shall be deeme3d comgliance
with the preceding sentence if such person personally

ccrmunicates with the Jetropolitan Pclaice Department (as
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determined by the Chiet to te sufticient) and provides asuch
information as may be demanied: Provided, That such.pvrson
tiles an application for a rejistration certificate within

48 hours atter such communication. _

(b) Any tarearm valiily register~d under prior
requlations must be registered pursuant to this act in
accordance with procelures to be promulgated by the Chief,
An application tO reaister such tirearm shall be filed
pursuant to this act waithin 60 days of the eftective date of
this act.

Sec. 207. Issuance of registration certificate,

(a) upon receipt of a properly executed application
tor 3 registration certiticate, the Chief, upon deterrining
throuth ingquiry, investigation, or qtheruise, that thg
apfplicant 1s entitled and gualified under the provisions of
this act, thereto, shall issue a registration certificate.
Each resistration certificate shall be in duplicate and ltear
a unijue registraticn certificate number and such other
information as the Chiet deterrines is necefsary to identify
the applicant and the firearm registered. The duplicate of
the recgistration certiticate ghall be delivered to the
aprlicant and the Chief shall retain the oriqinal.

(L) The Chicf shall approve or deny an application for

a reqjistration certificate within a 60 day period Ltegqinning
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on the date the Chief receives the application, unless good
cause 15 shown, including non-recpipt of i1nformataon-trom
sources outside the Dastraict government; Provided, That in
the case ot an apjlication to register a tirearm GAI{dly
reqistered under prior reaulaticns, the Chief shall have 3¢5
days atter the recejpt ot such arjlication toc approve or
ieny such application. The chief may hold in abeyance an
avplication where there 1s a4 revocation preceeding gending '’
aqainst such person or orgjanization.

(c) Upon receipt ot a registration certificate, each
aprlicant shall examine same to ensure that the inforration
thereon 1is ccrrect. 1t the registration certificate is
incorrect in any respect, the person or organization names
tnereon shall return it to the Chief with a signed staterent
showint the nature of the error. The Chief shall correct
the error, i1f it occurred *through adrinistrative error. 1In
the event the error resultedi from information contained in
the application, the agplicant shall ke reguired to file an
amended aprlication setting forth the correct information,
and a statement explaining the error in the original
aprlircation. €Each amended application shall ke accorgpanied
try a fee ejual to that reguired fcr the original

applacation.
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(1) In the event the Chief learns of an error in a
registrdation certif icate other than as providel in
subsection (¢), he may require the hclder to return the
registration certificate for correction. If the error
resulted from information contained in'the apgplicaticn, the
person Or organization named therein shall be required to
f1lc an amended application as provided in subsection (c).

(e) ~Tach registration certiticate issued by the Chiet
shall be accompanied by a statement setting forth the
registrant®'s duties under this act.

Sec. 208. AJdditional Dutier’ of Reaqistrants,

Each person and organization holding a registration
certificate, in addition to any other requirements imposed
by this act, uor the Acts of Congress, shall:

(a) notify the Chief in writing of:

(1) the loss, theft, or destruction of the
registration certificate or of a registered firearm
(including the circumstdnces, if kncwn) immedidtely upon
discovery of such loss, theft, or destruction;

(2) a change in any of the inforration agrearing
on the registration certificate or required ky section 203
of this act;

(3) the =dle, transfer cr cther disgosition cf

the firearmr not less than forty-eiaqht hours prior to
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delivery, pursuant to such sale, transfer or other

disposition, ancluding -

(A) identification of the reqgistrant, the

firearm and the serial nurkter of the registration
certificate;

(B} the name, residence, and business

ajiress ani date of birth of the person tc whom
the firedrr has been sclid cr transferred; and

(C) whether the firearm was 80ld or how it

was otherwis~ transterred or disgposed of.
{t) Return to the Chief, the registration certificate

for any firearm which i8 lost, stolen, destroyel, or
vtherwise transferred or disposed of, at the time he

notified the Cchief cf such loss, theft, destruction,

sale,
transfer,

or other Adisposition.

(c) Have in his possession, whenever in possession of
a firearm, the regastrdation certificate for such firearm,

an3 exhibit the same upon the demand of a member of the
Metropolitan Police Department, or other law enforcement
oftacer,

Sec. 209. Revocation,

A rejistration certificate shall te revoked if -
(1) any of the criteria in section 203 of this act are
not currently met;
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(2) the registereld firearm has become an
unreqisterable t;rea;m under the terms of mection 202-of
this act, or a destructive device;

(3) the intormation furnished to the Chief on the

application for a registration certificate jroves tc be

intentionally false; or

(4) *here 1s a violation or omission ot tne duties,
oblinations or reguirements imposed Ly section 208 ct this
act.

Sec. 210. Procedures for denial or revocation.

(a) If 1t appears to the Chief that an aprlication for
3 registration certiticate shouvla bte denied or that a
reqistration certificate should he revoked, the Chief shall
notify the applicant or registrant of the proposed denial or
revocation, briefly stating the reason or reasons therefor.
Service may be made Ly delivering a copy of the notice to
the applicant or reqistrant personally, or ty leavina a copy
thereof at the place of residence identified on the
application or registration with some person of suitable age
and discretion then residing therein, or by mailinag a cofpy
ot tne notice by certitied mail to the residence address
itdentifieal on the application or certificate, in which case
service 3hall be complete as of the date the return receipt

was signed. In the case of an orcanization, service may be
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made upon the president, chief executive, or other o(licpr,
managling agent or person authorized by appointment or law to
receive such notice as described in the preceding senience
at the business address of the organization identified in
the arplication or registrdtion certificate. The person
serving the notice shall make proof thereof with the Chjef
in a manner prescribed vy him. In the case of service by
certified mail, the sinned return receipt shall be tiled
with the Chief together with a sianed statement showing the
Jate such notice was mailed; and if the return receipt does
not purport to be signel by the person named in the notice,
then specific facts from which the Chieft can determine that
the person who signed the receijpt meets the aprropriate
qualifications for receipt of such notice set out in this
subsection. The applicant or reaistrant shadall have 15 days
frorm the date the notice is served in which to submit
further evidence in support of the application or
Jualifications to continue to hold a reqistration
certificate, as the case may be: Provided, that if the
applicant Jdoes not make such a subtmission within fifteen
days from the date of service, the applicant or registrant
shall be deemed to have conceded the validity of the reason
or reasons stated in the notice, and the denial or

revocation shall become final.
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(L) Within ten days ot the date upon shich the Chief
receives such a submission, he shall secrve upon the
applicant or registrant in the manner.specitxed in
subsection (a) notice uof his final decision. The Chief's
decision shall become ettective at the expiraticn ot the
time withan which to file a noticé of appeal pursuant to the
Di1strict ot Columbia Administrative Procedure Act (L.,
Code, sec. 1-1501, et scy.) or, i1f such a notice of appeal "
1s filed, 4t the time the tinal order or judament ot the
District of Columbia Court of Appeals becomes etfective.

(c) Within seven days of a decision unfavoratle to the
applicant or registrant becoming final, the arplicants or
regqistrant shall (l) peaceably surrender to the Chiet the
firearm for which the reqistration certificate was revoked
in thie manner provided in secticn 7C4, or (2) lawfully
remove such firearm from the District for so lonag as he has
an interest in such firearm, or, (3) otherwise lawfully
digpose of his interest in such firearm,

Sec. 211. Certain information not to ke used as
evidence.
No information obtained from a person under this title
or retained bty a person in orier to comply with any section
of this title, shall be used as evidence against such person

in any crarminal proceeding with resgect to a viclation of
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this act, occurrina prior to or concurrently with the tilinna
ot the i1ntormation required by this title: Provtdnd,.That
this section shdall not apply to any violation uf section 858
ot the Act ot Mérch 3, 1901 (C.C. Code, sec, 22.256i); or
section 703 of this act, ¢

TITLE III - FSTATES CONTAINING FIKEARMS

Sec., 301l. kights and responsitilities of executors and

adminxgkratats.

{(a) The executor or administratcr of an estate
containing a tirearm shall notify the Chief of the death of
the decedent within thirty days of his appointment or
qualification, whichever is earlier.

(r) Until the lawful distribution of such firearm to
an heir or legatee or the lawful sale, transfer, or
disgosition cf the firearm by the cstate; the executor or
administrator of such estate shall bhe charged with the
dAuties and otligations which would have been imposed by this
act upon the decedent, if the decedent were 8till alive;
Proviied, That such executor or administrator shall not be
liatle to the criminal penalties of section 705.

TITLE IV - LICENSING OF FIREARMS FUSINESSES

Sec, 40l. Prohibitions, exceptions,
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(a) NO person or orjanization shall manufacture any
tirearr, destructive device or parts thereof, or anr;nitxon.
within the Dastrict; Providel, That persons holliing . |
rénxstratiun éértifiCAtcs may engaqe in hand load;;o:
reloading, or custor loading amrunition for his registered
firearms: Providel further, that such persons may nct hand
1oad, reload, or custcer load ammunition tor others.

(L) NO person Or orqanization shill engasje in the
business ot selling, purchasang, Or repairing any firearm,
jestructive device, parts therefor, or ammunition, without
tirst ottaining a dealer's license, and nu licenseec shall
engaye in the business of sellinqg, purchasing, Or regairinqg
firearms which are unregisterable under secticn 202 of this
act, destructive devices, or parts therefor, except fpursuant
to a valid work or purchasec order, tor those persons
specified in section 201(b) (1) of this act,

Sec. 402. Eliagibility for dealer's license;

aprlication for same; tee.

(3) Any person eligible to reagister a firearm under
this act, and who, if a reqistrant, has not previously
failed to perform any of the duties imposed by this act;
and, any person eligible under the Acts ot Congress to
~n3aje in such busimness, may obtain a dedler's licensc, or a

renewal thereof, which shall be valid for a period of not
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more than one year fror the date ct issuance. The license
required by this act, shall be in addition to any other
license or licensing procedure reguired by law.

(b) Each application for a dealer's license and each

-

apélicatinn for renewal therec! shall be made on a tcrm
grescrited by the Chief, shall ke sworn to or affirmed by
tne applicant, and shall contain -

{1) the information reguired ty sectjon 203(a);

(2) the aildress where the applicant conducts or
intends to coniuct his business;

(3) whether the applicant, prior to the
eftective date ot this act, held a license to deal in deadly
weapons in the District; and

(4) such other information as the chief may
rejuire, including fingerprints and photogqraphs of the
applicant, to carry out the purposes of this act.

(c) Each application for a dealer®s license, or
renewal shdll be accompanied by a fee estatlished bty the
Mayor; Provided, That such fee shall in the juigment of the
Mayor, reimburse the Distract tor the cost of services
provided under this title.

Sec. 403. 1Issuance of a dealer's license, fprocedure.

(a) Upon receipt of a prop;rly executed application

for a dealer's license, or renewal thereof, the Chief, upon
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determining throuqgh further ainquiry, investigation, cr
otherwise, that the applicant is entitled and gqualitied
under the provisions of this act thereto, shall issuc a
dealer's license. Each dealer's license shall be in
dujlicate and bear a unigque dealer's license number, and
such other intormation as the Chiet determines is necessary
to 1dentify the aprlicant and premises. The duplicate of
the Jealer's license shall Le delivered to the arplicant ani
the Chief shall retdin the oriqinal.

(b) The Chief shall apyprove or deny an application for
a reqgistration certificate within a 6(-day geriod beginning
on the date the Chief receives the application, unless good
cause 13 shown, ancluding non-receipt of information from
sources outside the District Government. The Chiet may hold
in areyance an application where there is any firearms
revocation groceedinqg pending asainst such person.

{(c) Upon receipt ot a dealer's license, each applicant
shall examine the same to ensure that the inforrmation
thereon is8 correct. 1If the dealcr's license is incorrect in
any respect, the person named thereon shdll return the same
to the Chief with a4 si1qned staterent showing the.natute of
the error. The Chief shall correct the error, {f it
occurred through administritive error. In the event the

error resulted from information contained in the
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application, the applicant shall he reqguired to file an

amended application explaining the error in the oriqinal

apglication. Each amended application shall te accompanied

by a fee equal *o that required fcr the original .

application.

(d) 1In the event the Chief learns of an error in a
deiler®s license, other than as provided in subsection (c),

he may regquare the holder to return the dealer's license for

correction. If the error resulted trom information 8

contained in the apiplication, the person named therein shall
te reyuired to file an amended application as provided in

subsection (c).
(p) Each dealer's license ‘issued by the Chief shall be
accompanied ty a statement setting forth a dealer's duties

unider this act.

Sec. 404. Cuties of licensed dealers; records,

repores,
(a) Each person holding a dealer's license, in

addition to any other requiresents irposed ty this act, the

Acts of Congress, and other law, shall -

(1) display the dealer's license in a

conspicuous place on the premises;

(2) notify the Chief in writing -
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{A) ot the loss, theft, or destruction cf
the dealer's license (inclulang the circumstances, 4f known)
immediately upon the discovery of such loss, theft, or

-

destruction;
(B) of a change in afdy of the inforraticn
appearing on the dealer®s license or re@uired by section 402
of this act immediately upon the occurrence ot any such
chanje;
{3) keep at the prenmises identified in the
dealer's license a true and current record in book fcrm ot
(A) the name, address, hore rhone, and date
of birth of each employee handlinqg firearms,
ammunition, or destructive devices;
(B) each firearm or destructive device
received into inventory or for repair including the -
(i) serial nurber, caliler, make, model,
manufacturer's numter (it any), dealer's
identification numher (if any), reqistration
certificate number (if any) of the firearr, and
similar descriptive inforrmation for Jdestructive
devices:
(ii) name, aidress,.and dealer's license

number (if any) of the person or oryanization
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trom whom the firearr or destructive device was
purchased or otherwise received; i
(1i1) consileration afjven for the firears
or destructive ilevice, if any; i
(iv) Jdarte and time received by the licensee
and in the case of repair, returned to the person

holiing the registraticn certiticate; ani

{v) nature Of the repairs made.

¢ (C) each tirearm or destructive device

Si scli or transferrei includina the -

_; (1) serial number, caliber, make, model,
~ manufacturer's number or dealer's identitication
Y numbher, and registration certiticate numbter (if
o any) of the firearm or similar information for
= destructive 1evices;

- (ii) name, address, reqgistration

Zz certiticate number or license nurber (if any) of

the person or organizaticn to whom transterred;
(iii) the consideration for transfer; and,
(iv) time and date of delivery of the

firearm or destructive device to the transteree;

(D) ammunition received into inventory

incluiina the -
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(1) brand and number of rounds uf each

-

each caliber or gauge;

(1i) name, address, and dealer's license or
registration number (if any) of the pet;cﬁ'ot
vrganizaticn from whcm received;

(iai) consideration given for the

ammunition; and

(iv) date and time of the receipt of the

ammunition;

(k) ammunition sold or transferred

includang -

(i) btrand and numbter of rcunds of each
caliber or gauge;

(ii) name, address and dealer's license
number (it any) of the person or organization to
whom sold or transferred;

(111) 1t the purchaser or transferee is8 not
a licensee, the reqgistration certificate number
of the firearm tor which the amrmunition was sold
of transferrel;

(iv) the consideration for the sale and

transfer; and

(v} the date and time of sale or transfer;
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{r) The records required by subsection (a) shall upon
demand ke exhibited during normal business hours to cn}
memter of the Metropolitan Police Cepartment,

(c) Each‘person holding a dealer*s licensc shall, when
required by the Chiet in writing, subtmit on a form and tor

the periois of time specified, any record information

rejuirei to be maintained by subsection (a), and any other

information reasonably obtainakle therefrom.

Sec. 4NnS5, Revocation.
A dealer*s license shall te revoked if -

(a) any of the criteria in section 404 of this act is

not currently met, or

(b) the information furnished to the Chief on the
apgplication for a dealer's license froves to hbe

intentionally false; or

(c) there is a violation or orission of the duties,

‘obligations, or requirements imposed Lty section 404 ct this

Sec. 406. Procedures for denial and revocation.

(ay If it appears to the Chief that an application for

2 dealer's license should be denied or that a dealer's

license should te revoked, the Chief shall notify the

apglicant or rejistrant of the proposed denial or revocation

rriefly stating the reason or reasons theretfor. Service may
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be made as provided for in mection 210{(a) ot this act, The
apglicant or dealer shall have fifteen days from the date of
service in which to submit further evidence in support of
the application or qualitications to continuve to hols a
dealer's license, as the case may be:

Provi led, That 1f the applicant or dealer does not make such
a submission within 15 aays from the date of service, the

apj:licant or dealer shall be ieemed tc have conceded the
validity ot the reason ur reasons stated in the ;otice. and‘
the denial or revocation shall become final.

(b) wWithin 10 days of the date uron which the Chief
receives such a submission, the Chief shall serve upon the
apglicant or registrant in the manner provided in section
210(a) ot this act notice ot his final decision. The
Chief's decision shall become effective at the expiration of
the time within which to file a notice of appeal pursuant to
the District of Columbia Administrative Procedure Act (D.C.
Code, sec., 1-1501, et sey.) or, it such a notaice of agpeal
is filed, at the time the tinal crder or judgment of the
District of Columtia Court of Appeals becomes effective.

(c) within 45 days of a decision becoming effective,
which is unfavorable to a licensee or to an afpplicant for a

dealer's license, the licensee or arrlicant shall -
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(1) if he is eligible tC register tirearr=
pursuant to this act, register such firearms in hls.
inventory as are cagable of registration pursuant to this
act: - T

(2) peaceally surrendecr %o the Chief any
firearms in his inventory which he does not regaister, and
all destructive devices in his inwwntory in the manner
rrovaided tor in section 604;

(3) lawfully rerove from the Nistrict any
firearm in his inventory which he dues not register and all
destructive devices and ammunition in hig inventory fcr so
long as he has an interest in them; or

(¢) otherwise lawfully dispose of any firearms
in his inventory which he does not register and all
destructive devices and ammunition in his inventory.

Sec. 807, Disgplays, employees.

(a) No licensed dealer shall display any firearm or
ammunition in windows visible from a street or sidewalk.
All tirearms, destructive 1evices,.and ammunition shall be
kept at all times in a securely locked place aftixed to the
premises except when being shown to a customer, freina

repaired, or otherwise beino worked on.
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{t) No licensee shall knowingly employ any person in
his establishment it such persoun would not te eligitle tc
register a firearm unier this act,.

Sec. 40H.  Firearm markinas.

No licensee shall sell or ciffeir for sale any tirearr
which Joes not have imheddei intu the metal portion of such
firearm a unijue manufacturer's identitication number or
serial number, unless the licensee shall have imtedde:l into
the metal portion of such tirearr 4 unigue dealer's

idertification number,

Sec. 409. Certain information not to be used as evidence.

No information ohtained from or retained bty a licensed
dealer to comply with this title shall be used as evidence
acdinst such licensed dealer in any Criminal groceeding with
respect to a violation of this act occurring pricr tc or
concurrently with the tiling of such information; Provided,
That this section shall not apply to any violation of
section 858 of the Act of March 3, 1901 (C.C. Code, sec., 22-
2501), or ot section 703 of this act.

TITLE V = SALE AND TRANSFER OF FIREARMS, CESTRUCTIVE
CEVICES, ANC AMMUNITION

Sec. 501. Prohibition.

No person or organization shall sell, transfer or

otherwise dispose of any firearm, destructive device or
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amrunition an the District except as provided {n sections
5N? or 604 Ot this act.

Sec. 532. Permissible sales and transfers,

‘(a) Any person or organization eligible to teqt?ter a
firoarm may sell or otherwise transfer amrunition or any
firearm, except those which are unregisteratle under section
202 of this act, to a licensed dealer.

(b) Any licensed dealer may sell‘or otherwise transter
amrunition and any tirearm or deﬁtructive device whach is
lawfully a part of such licensee's inventory to -

(1) any nonresident person or business licensed
under the Acts of Congress and the jurisdiction where such
person resides or conducts such husiness;

(2) any other licensed dealer;

(3) any law entorcement officer or agent of the
District or the United States when su;h officer or agent is
on duty, and actinqg within the scope of his duties when
acjuiring such firears, ammunition, or destructive device,
if the officer or agent has in his possession a statement
from the head of his agency stating that the item is to be
used in such officer's or agent's official duties.

(c) Any licensel dealer may sell or otherwise transfer
3 firearm except those which are unregisterable under

section 202 of this act, to any perscn or organization
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possessiny a rejistration certificate tor such firearm;

Provided, That if the Chief denics a registration
certiticate, he sfhall so advise the licensee who shall

-

tﬁereupon {1) withhold delivery until such time as a'

reqistration certiticate i1s i18sucd, or, at the option Of the
pruchaser, (2) declare the contract null and void, in which
case consideration piaid to the licensee shall ke returned to

the purchaser; Providel further that this subsection shall

not 4p;ly to persons covereid by subsection (b).
(1) Fxcept as provideld in subsections (k) ani (f), no
licensed dealer shall sell or otherwise transfer amrunition

unless -

(1) the sale or transfer is made in gerson; and

(2) the purchaser exhabits, at the time of sale

or other transfer, a valid registration certificate, or, in

the case of a nonresiient, procf that the weapon is lawfully

possessed in the jurisdiction where such person resides;

(3) the ammunition to be sold or transferred is
of tne same caliber or gaune as the firearm descrited in the
registration certiticate, or other prcof in the case of
nonresident; and

(4) the purchaser signs a receipt for the

ammunition which (in addition tc the cther records reguired
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under this act) shall be maintaine! Yty the licensed Jdealer

tor a period ot one year trom the .it> of sdle.

(e)

Any licensed ijealer may sell arrunition to any

verson holding an armunition collecter’s certificate on the

eftective date of this act; Provided, That the collector's

certiticate shall l.e exhihite] to the licensed dealer

whenever the collector pruchases ammunation for his

collection Provi i2d turther that the collector shall sign a

reccapt for the amrmunit*tion, which shall Fe treated in the

sare manner as that reguired under subscction (1) (4) of tnis

Section.

TITLE VI - POSGEISION OF AMMUNITICN

sec. 60l. NoO person shill possess ammunition in the

Nistrict ot Columria unless:
{a) He is a licensed Jealer pursuant to Title IV of
this act.

(b) He 18 an officer, agent, or employee Of the

District ot Columbia or the United States 0Ot Arerica, on
duty and actinqg within the scope of his duties when
possessing such ammunition,

(c) "e 13 the holder of 4 valid registration

certificate for a tirearm of the same gauge or calilter as

the ammunition he vussessrs,
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(d) He holds an ammunition ccllector's certiticate on

the effective Jate of this acte, :
VTITLF VII - JENFRAL PKCVISJIONS

Sec. 701. Pledyes and loans.

(a) Mo fairearr, destructive devite, or armunitjon
shall b¢ securaity tor, or be taken or received Ly way of any
mortgage, Jdeposit, pledae, or pawn.

(E) No person may lodn, borrow, give, or rent tc or
fror another person, any firearm, destructive Jlevicc, or
amrunition.

fec, 7N2. Except tor law euntorcement jersonnel
described in section 201 (h) (1), each reagistrant shall keep
any tirearm 1n his possessjon unloaded and disassemtled or
hcund py a traigqger lock or sirilar device unless such
firearm is kept at his place of tusiness, or while tkeing
used tor lawful recreationil purrcses within the District of
Columkia.

Sec. 703. Firing ranges.

Any person operating a firing range in the District,
shall 1n addition tc any other requirement imposed ty law,
rejister with the Chiet, on a form prescrited by him, which
shall i1nclude the husin~ss name of the range, the locaticn,
the names and home adjreSSQS of the owners and princigal

of ficers, the types of weapons fired there, the numter and
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tyjes ot weapons normally stored there, the days and hours
of operation, and such other information as the Chift shall
rejuire, ~

Sec. 704. False information, forgery, alteratjon.

(3) 1t shall ke unlawtul for any person purchasing any
firearm or ammunition, or applying for any registration
certificate or dealer's license under this act, oOr in qivina
any intorrmation pursuant to the requirements Of this act, to
knowinaly aive false information or offer false evadence of
identaty,

(b) It shall be unlawful for anyone to torge cr alter
any agplication, registraticn certificate, cr dealer's
license submitted, retained or issued under this act,

Sec. 705. Voluntary surrendor; immunity.

{a) 1t a person or organization within the District
voluntarily and peaceably delivers and abandons to the Chief
any firearm, destructive device or ammunition at any time,
such delavery shall preclude the arrest and prosecution of
such person on a charge of violating any provision of this
act with respect to the firearm, destructive device, or
ammunition voluntarily delivered., Celivery under this
section may be made at any police district, station, cor
central headquarters, or by summoning & police officer to

the person's residence or place of business, Every firearm
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Sec. 707. Public education progqram.

The Chiet shall carry on a suitatle putlicity ;gquan
desitned to inform the citizens of the District of the
provisions ot this act and the rights and otliqationa.
created by it,

Sec. 708, Repealers.

(a) District of Columkia Reagulations Nos. 68-15 angd
69-7 (Articles S0 *o 55 inclusive of the Police Regulations
of the District ot Columbia) are hereby repealed,

(k) Regulation 7u-33 approved Decemter 1, 1974,
(relating to bounty payments for the turning in of firearws)
is repealed.

(c) Article Y of the Police Requlations of the
pistrict of Columktia is refpcaled to the extent such article
is in conflict with the provisions of this act.

Sec. 709. Contlict with Federal law.

Nothing in this act shall ke construed, cor apglied to
necessarily require, or excuse noncomgliance with any
provision of any Federal Law. This act and the penalties
prescribed in section 605 of this act, for vioclations of
this act, shall not supersede but shall suprlement all
statutes ot the District and the United States in which

similar conduct i8 prohibited or regulated.
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Sec. 710. Applicability or Cistricr of Columiia
Administrative Procedure Act, ’

The provisions of the District of Columtia

Administrative Procedure Act ([.C. Code, sec. 1-150] et

sf.j.) shall apply tc each proceeding, decision, or other
adrinistrative action specitied in this act, unless
otherwise specifically provided,

sec. 711. Savings clause.

1f any provision of this act or the apglication thereof
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the rerainder
of this act and the application of such provision to other
persons not similarly situated or to other circumstances
shall not te affected thereby.

Sec. 712, Ftfective date.
This act shall taxe effect pursuant to the frovisions

of section 602(c) (1) of the District of Columtia Self-

Government and Governmental Reorganization Act.




