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Law 1-86 

Dii-l rict of Co lumhia Latino Community Oevelopm~nt Act 

In thP Council o f the L>1st rid nf Columbia, cptemb1.:r ~~. I!l7t): 

1'1) est: hlish an offire 011 Latino affoir:,; aorl a Commi:>lo ion on Latino 
Communi De\'elopmo:nl. 

BE IT ENACTED BY rm: COt.:?'CIL OF TH.E DISTRICT OF COLllMJllA THAT: 

[Sec. 100. Short title.} '!'his act may be cited as the "District of Columbia 
Latino Community Devt>lopment Act." 

TITLE I. STATEMENT OF P t::RPO E. 

Sec. 101. Purpose. l t is the intent of the Council of the District o f Columhia 
that the Distri<'L Government shall ensure that a full range of health, t>durntion, 
l'mployment anti social servires s hall be a\•ailahle to the Latino community in 
the District of r-01u mbia . The planning and momtorinr. of progrdms undertaken 
by the Office 011 Latino Affair:; and t.1-ie Commissirm m vartnel'$hip with membcn: 
of the Latino community. famil ies, community leaders. pri\'3LP agencies ancl the 
01strictof Colu• 1bia Government, s hall ser"e as an impetus lo making the L.1tmo 
community an integral parl of the District nf Columhia rommunity. 

TITLE IL D EFIN ITIONS. 

Sec. 201. Oennit ions. For th<' purposes of this act th(• lcrm. 
(a) ' 'Office" means the Office on Latino Affair!-. c rcateil by :; 1~ction 30J o f thi:; 

act. 
(bJ "Dirl;'l'!Clr" mean.$ lhc Executive Director nf thl' Ofr1c1· of Latino Affairs. 
(c) "C:ornm1si1ion" me.an!. t he C-Ommission on Latino rcm11nunity Drve loprncnt. 

crNl.te<l by sc•c·tiCln 401 of this act. 
(d) " Latino" or "Latino Community" s hall mean the people of Spanish or igin 

who are residents of the District of Columbia . 
(e) "Services to the Latino Community" meani;; those Sl'rvices rlesigned to 

provide as::;is tance. including but not Ji nuted to, 11ulril 11>nal pro~rams. 
transportation !'Pi-vices, health and fin:mcial asstsmncf', employment and 
housing programs, recreational opportu nilies, infor mation, refer ral and 
counseling services. 

(0 "Council" means the Council of the District of Columbia. 
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TITLE III. OFF'lCE OK L~TINO AFFAIR • . 

' c c. 301. 1-~stablishmt::nl. Thert' i~ e.;.t;ahhslwd w1lhl!l tht! ,., ._"°uu 1·e office of 
the Mayor vf th"' Dis t rict of Colwn l;\ia an Office on Latino Affair:.. Thl' Office 
s ha II provide with 111 the Di.-;I rict uf \.olumhiu g<iv l" r11 11w 11t a ,..j11g-lt' :idm iuistra tiv c 
unit . rc.\~\µ<111 ~ ihle lt> lh,· Mayor , to a<lm111iswr ~ 1wl 1 p r11KJ·am~ a~ s ha ll be 
<ld cgated to it uy the ).{ayor. the Council lllld lht:: Coinmi::;s1on, lo promote the 
wt?lfare of th~ Latino community. 

Sec. 302. S taffing of Offic.-. Thl' Offic•• ~hall h~· twad1•1l hy an r.xE'('Ul1ve 
Otr t!Cl•lr, wh11 shall hP appvinw rl l.y the Mayor frorn a lis t nf t hr<'•: <•r mor1• 11an1E'S 
subm1tteri to tum or h,•r by t he Co111 1T11s.;. iun Th..: lJirC.'<' lvr ::.11all d.-1·ott" hi:. or her 
full t ime to tht> dulie,. of tht:: Office. Hi:. or hl!t annual r .. napen:satiun ~hall Ut.' 
fi x('<! in acC('l l'dance with r hap ter 5 1 of T1lk 5. llnill'd Sta ti!<, C"11de ( n•lat inf,! 
l u the tl:!ssification of government emplu)"t'l"~ and rt'luLcd mat ters 1. but s hall 
he not low ... r tha n a GS l5. srcp one. I le vr shi· ~hzd l have s11ch swff m~ is ap­
proved in 1h1• J)isl rict uf Cvlumhia hu<l~t't and l"Pclernl or 11riv.:llt' l'.! l'llOl::i . 
plu~ an,v lt! rn porar~· staff appr<>vcd b.v the Ufficf' of l:\ud~cL ond Manugc­
mt•nt System~ 

S\!(". :!03. Functions of director. ln order to carry om thP purpose of tlrn: act , 
lht• I >irt>t lur s ha ll: 

(1) Serv i:' as an a1h•ncatt' for the 1.at mc• 1«1m111u11ity 111 th1: I llMric t of ( 'olumhm. 
(2) A~"•i.l wmmurnty organization~ aud ll1€' Co111mi:;:-.111r1s i11 ut>1· .. h1p111sr a nd 

s ub1111lti11g grant avplical!om; 
(:i) Prov1dt• informa tion a n<I u>chnil"al a:<:<l~ lant•P w1rh r1•:;prcr rn prng-r:tm!'. and 

:-t~r,· u·t•s fo r the La l all•' conununil) lo tht: :\1ity11r . t lit' c 'omm1:s:<lll11 1111 I .a tino 
Cummu 111ty l>••wloJ-•nH•nt. t he ('.1u nc 1l. otlwr Dis ln ct 11r C11luml>ia a~l·m·tl'::, trncl 
departm~nt:.. a11d th~ conmmnity. 

(-1) Respond t i) recommendations anJ puli1:y s latt'nMlls from the Commi~sion 
within thirt~ days of written :;ubmi.<,sion unless t> >- lenrh-d by mulu:.il ajl;n'l'nltmt 
of the Cornn11s::,i1>11 and t.ltc Office. 

(5) F'i l1· an annual rep(1rt on the opera lion of tht- 0 ffict- with l h l' Mayor . the 
Council a nd the Commi:.siun. 

(6) Identify a rl'a s o f net.>d for sen·ic..- •ir 1mprO\ ... ment of servic~ an<I brin~ 
them lo tht' :ith.•m ion of t.fae >iayor and ('0111mi:-.,. 11m. with !'t1!!gest1011s for 
meeti11i;t s uch n ... cJ:-,, includmg c:mc!urti11)! ur fund111~ re~earch and 
dcmvnstratio11 proje1' lS 1.0 te s t such SUKl{Cs liu11s 

(7) l~arry rcs ponsiiJility for assuring IH:ees~ar~ l'Ontrl)I. evahiation. audit a nti 
rt:purting on programs funded throug-h the Offa·,• 

(8) Accept v<Jlunc.eer ser vices and funds from the public and privaw titJc tor to 
supplerncnt lhu hudgt1t i11 carrying out the planning- Jucics anJ rcspom.;ibili tics 
of the Office. 

(\-1) Mccl will1 t l1e ~pau i,;, h Prog-ram Coordinator:> withm euch depat"lment and 
agency ,,f the District of Columhia go~·ernm .. nt huving s ut h offkt;>s a:. a g-rour. 
al leal\l 011cc a mouth to cuordinat.t• aclivil tcs w1th111 tlw ~o\"ernmt:nt mvolvmg 
lhe Lat.inu cummunny. 

Sec. 30-1. Spanish Program C1111cdina tor. ;\ II f•,st r i1·t of Columbia 
g-overnmcnt a~t'neiei. with a.t least fin 1 hundr ed l'ffil'loycl'" shall ha\' C! a ~punish 
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Prog'r:un Coordinator wh11 shall devote at lca:-.t ont•·fo11rth lm1r· to rlevt·lnpin~ 
and implPmenlmR µoh1•1ps and prngram.<> in their i\f!°""" " i•'~ 1.h:i.1 i11s 11 "" that t ht' 
int.ent of thii; atl a~ set. forth m suction 101 is carrie<t 0111 . Thl". ' pamsh Pn>J'runt 
Coordinator shall mPPt with thP DirPCtor of thl' Offici: of Latino Affai ri; al IPai<L 
on<:P a month to ;1 <::;1i,t thP DirP<'t 'lt in "OOrdinaiin~ µJan:- ancl 1•nlrr i~:; whirh a rt> 
bcnef1rial lo 1 lw L:ni111• rommumty (l f th"' IJistrirt of ( '11l11n1hia 

ec. 30.J. Transfer or positions and fund;.. Th!:' Offt<'I:' of ::,panish Affair:; 
presently locatt>d within thf' !)ppartment of Human Rt:Sllllrl'l'S i:: abolished. ann 
all positiOnl-l presently :tl!o<'aU>d lo this Di\·1:::ion an · hr•rehy authori?.en to lw 
trans ft:rn·cl t.o t ht• n1·w 0 Hil'l' cr!'at t>d undl·r 1:(t:r lin11 :w I n f 1 his act: anrl all 
unt'xprndt'd fu.u<ls i1r1>s1•nUy a llocated ti) lhif- llivisi<111 :1r•' uut.ltorl7.C'rl !() h<> 
trans fcrrNl t11 tl1<1 nf'w Office <Teated und1>r Rud i :<t·(·tit111 :m l. 

Sec. :JOii. 0 1'de1· 1·cpeal<'d . Organization Ordt>r t\o. :W (ll C. Code. Litle l. 
Appenrlh'.), r .o. No. 70-2H.J , ,Jul~· 30, Hl70 if' hereh.v !'l'Pt'<l lPd 

TITLE IV. COMM ISSION ON LATI NO COM MUN ITY 
DEVELOPMENT. 

!'l'c. 101. E~tabl i shml'n t. Th.,re i~ hereby e:-.1.abltsht>< I m tlw 1>x••rnt1\'I' l"lfficf' 
of the Mayor of tht> Otstnrt nf Columbia a ('omm1!-'-'1<1n on Lat mo \ommumt,v 
f)evelopmt•nt to adv is(• I he ~hlyor, the D irector 11f th t> Office on Latino ,\(fo 1r!;, 
the C'-OUllCil :lnU tht' PU IJIJ(' ('Onl'erning thl' view:-, anfl IW€d!'\ Of I he Latino 
rl"'llll •nity Ill the Uislr ict of r.olumhia . 

• t' C • .J02. Membership of Commiss ion. Th~· C'ommi);i-inn shall consist of 
fifteen public (votin~l memheri; appointed by the !\layur. with th~ advire and 
consent of the Couni"1 There shall a lso ix' lhc f,1flowm~ ex-uffic10 non-voling 
members: The DirectJ s of the De11artment of Human Rt•:.l111rcl·s, Department 
of Housing and ( •nmunity Developmi>nt. Rl•i:r l'atton. DcpartmenL of 
Transportation, Dep: tn•<>n t nf :\1an1XJwer, Lht. Lihrarmn of the District of 
Columbia Public Lih1 ry, the Chief of lhe i\fetrripnhtan Pohri> For<'e a nd lhe 
Director of the Tl<-pa· I mt>n( of Economic Oeve\op11wn1 

Sec. 0Ul3. Qua lifi{·ations for member ship. ~1emhers llh:lll hf' app11intl!<.I with 
due consideration fo r- rcprl:'scntation froni !!Rl;1bhshcrl public. non-profit and 
voluntary community organizations and agencies •·ont·crnc<l with t he Lat ino 
community a nd me111herl' of the general public who have g-iven evidencl:' of 
par ticular dE>dication to, a nrl knowledge of the needs of th!' Latino community. 
The membership of the Commission s hall have aL least two resident aliens. 

Sec. 404 . Terms of offi1•e. Members l'f the Commission shall ser vP terms of 
three years except . thal, of th<> initial memberslup. five :-hall tu, appointed for 
a t~rm of three years, five for a lerm of two years, anrl fi\' E- fo r one year 
Members may be reappoin!:.(>rl hut may serve no mort> t han two consccuth•e 
terms. 

Sec. 40fi. Appointments to vacancies. When a vacancy dt-v1>l<1ps on th~ 

Commission. the Mayor with the arlvice and consent of the Council !<hall appoint 
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a s uccessor to fill the unexpired portion of the term. No membt r may continue 
to serve beyond the expiration date of his or her term. If within sixty calendar 
days of sul>mi~!lion of a n<>mioation for the Commission the Co11ncil fails to act, 
the nomination ~hall he deemed confirmed. 

Sec. 406. Rules of procedure. The Commission shall develop its own rules 
of procedurt.' except the)' !>hall provide the Commission shall meet at least every 
other month. ThP m1>etings s hall he held m tho!.e art-as o i thP Oistri<:l of 
C<llumb1a with the lar~c:.t ('Oncenti-ation of Latin'> n:~ident.s All meetings i>hall 
be open t.o lhl? public. A quoru m to tranS<M:t business shall consist of a 1na1ority 
plus cmt: of the voting members. 

Sec. ·l07. Selection of Chairperson. The Commission shall elert ils own 
Chairpersot1. 

Sec. '108. Comp<'nsation. All members s hall serve without compensation, but 
expenses incurrt!d by the Commission as a whole, or by its individ\u~I members, 
when duly aut.horize<l by t he Chairperson, will become an obligation against 
appropriated Oisll'ict of Columbia and Federal fun<ls designated for thaL 
purpose. 

S ec. 409. S laff nsi.ii,tancc. The Commission shnll havP on<: paid staff p{'rhon. 
In addition, the Direcwr of the Office on Latino Affa1r5 s hall pro\'ide information 
and technical :lS!>is~nce as required under St>t'Uo 11 303 . 

• cc. .tt O. Funrtio ns .,1 Commission . The Comm1i;i;ion :.hall: 
(l) Serve a." an adw1c;1te for Latino Jlf'rsons in tlw I lis t r1r l of C:olurnhta. 
(2) Review and sul.111111 tu the Ma}•or, the Council. the Offic~ on Launo Affairs 

and the communit:-- an annual report iududing analysis o f the n<:eds of the Latino 
community in the District of Co!uml>ia. 

(3) Coo1'>t'ralt• with other agencie;; (Federal, state. private) concerned with 
activities pertaining to the Lattno community. 

(4) Develop a Ji:,t of not more than three person!:. the l'<>mmission recommends 
for tht! position of Oirt"<:tor of the Oi fice on Lat ino Affa irl' and s ubmit that hst 
to the Mayor. 

(5) Conduct or participate in public hearings and other forums to determine 
views of the Latino community and other members of the µub lic on matters 
affecting the health, safety and welfare of the Latino community in the District 
of Columbia. 

(6) Bring to the attention of the Mayor and the Office on Latino Affairs cases 
of neglect, abuse and incidents of bias against the Latino community in the 
administration of the laws of the District of Columbia. 

{7) Review and comment on proposed District and Federal legislation, 
regulations, policit!s and programs a nd make policy recommendations on issues 
affecting the health, safety and welfare of the Latino community. 

{8) Develop policy at .i provide continuing review of the planning undertaken 
by the Office. 

(9) The Commission is authorized to make any reasonable request fo r 
information necessary to aid the Commission in the discharge of its 
responsibilities. 
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TITLE V. AUTHORIZATlO~-

Rte. ;;01. Aur horiza jivn. There is herehy auLhorizl.'<.I lo~ ... appropn;1t1•1i fr,1m 
the general operating budget of the Oistrict of Columhia lhc :>um or l "''' hu1.dred 
thousand dollar:. to carry out the purpos<> of this acL This ~um doc~ not int'ludt> 
monies spent on existing pmgram:< for the Latino rommunity 

TITLE VJ. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
ec. 601. ~ffcct ive date. This a<'t shall be dfecllv1! imnwd11nelv al lhe t:?nd 

of lhe thirly nay period (cxduding Saturdays, Sunda~·s. holidayi; ~nrl dayi; on 
which ~illt <'r J loui"' of CongMss is not in session), as provid1:rl ln l41:<-l111n fi02te) 
of I hl' Oii;t.rkt of Columbia $elf Government anrl Govl'.'rn1111.•11tal Re11rjla11i;mt i11n 
Act (l> C. Code. l'N'. 1·1471c)). provid(!d. that thr. net. shall not. hr<·o111 r 1•ff1•r 

tive nrior lo October I. 1976. 

!:'011rr1>. Pur~ 1111nt h• l'ei:toon 4 L2 of th1> District nf Columbia 81·1r.(;ovrrnm<'nt nnrl <;nvf'rnmenl:il 
1!1•l)f~(l n1mtlnn Ari , Pl. 9:1 l!l>I , (the AcO. thl' Council of Lhe D1str1rt rd 1:nlumhi1L 11tlo111t·•I Holl !'lo. 
I l!lR 1111 f1ri-.l and ;1mv11dPd fir8t r~ach1>g:s Apnl 20 1971; and .Junt> 1: •. 1!17t.; ••O 1-er1•nd r~11don~·:: May 
lR. ln6 1\11•! rr•roMH1Pr:l11on of ~l'cnnrl readings on .lune 20 Jf176. FvllO"''llllt \he llii.:nature• .,f 1h1• 
Mayor nn ,luly l!l. 197fi. this l("gislat.ion "'"" a.<;.~igned Act No. l·ll l , p11bh~hPd 1n th~ 1\11i:us1 Ill. 
t97fi, ••thlKrn of t.lw 0 .\ Re!?l~ter, and trnnsmittro w both Hou~el' vf C"<in)tre!>I. for a thirt~ d1w 
rev1r"' . m accnrd:1n"1> with Stttinn hO:l (t'} (I) nf lhe AcL 

Thr (nunril "' ht• Oi•trict nf ('olu.ml•ia hl'reby i;i\•e,; nnlJN" tha t the Ll1111y-<ltty r .. n.~n·~K•nlll 
""'•I!" I'< rioo• ~""' •·'llllrtd :\~•I th~l't'fore. r ite" tlw fnllnw,nl! kc1~!;11" 1n ~ It 1· I ·'" I '" 
rHttlt•~ S\>111rm'4••1 :M. 1:17,; 
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