COCNCIL ©F TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

D.C LAW 1-97

"mistrict of Columbia Rusinass and ZScoaomic
Development Azt of 1978"

-

Pursuanz to Section 412 ¢

it

the Pistrict of Cclumbia

Self-GSovernment and Governmental Reorcanizaticn act {FL, 93-138),

+ha AcCt, the Council of £he Distric

it
Q
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¥o. 1=-260 ca f£irst andéd szecond readings Septemker 135, 1276, and

Qctcber 12, 1976, respectively. Following the signature of

Mzyor on November 19, 1876, tais legislaticn was assigned 2c

D.C. Register, ané transnitted teo beth Pouses of Congrzss I

z 30-2zy review, in zegordance with Section 402(c){l) ¢f &£ha

The Council of the Disetrict of Columbiz hareszv

expired and, thersfore, citas the Icllewiag legislaticr as

D. C. Law 1=97, erffacti=es #arch 29, 1l&77.
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D. C. LAW

1=07

IN THE COUNCIL CF THE DISTRICT OF CCLUMBIA

Mazreh 22, 1977

Ta establish an Office of Business and Econcmic Developmentc
and for other purposes.

BEE IT ENACTED EY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF CCLUMBI),
That this act may ke cited as the "District of Columbia

Business and Economic Develcoment Act of 1976".

n

Statement of Findings and Purposes
Sec. 2{a). The Council finpds that:

(1) There exists in the District of Columbia 2
stbstantial problem of chronic unemployment and
underempleyment.

{2) In the last two decades, grewth in emslovment,
new Husiness development, and commercial develcooment ia the
District of Columbis has f£f2ilsd to Xeep pace wiih emo
growth and commercial expansicn in neighboring
Jurisdictions.

(3) During the same period, the District has

experienced a substantial l2ss in retail businesses and

-

other ccmmercial enterprisas which contributed significanzly

te lccal ermployment and the citv's *ax base.
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xpansion of the tax base i1n the Distri
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Columbia has, in recent vears, lagged significar

e

the rate of inflation ané the rate of {ncrease in Distiric
of Columbiz governmant expenditures.

(5) Substantial expansion of the tax bases is
necessary to help avert future goveramental fiscal crises,
prevent ever-increasing individuval business and prefessional
tax levels, and assure provision of necessary publice
services.

(8) The District of Columbia covernment lacks an
organized capacity or comprohensive strategy to assass its
economic needs, encoura2ge husiness retention, attrack

-

commercial enterprisas, or otherwise gromote and stimulate

"y

compets with neighboring jurisdicsisns in the retantion of
existing businesses and the astrastican of new enterprises,

(8) Direct and continuing sctive participation of
all levels of the business ccocrmaunity is essential to

carrying ous the cbjectives of this act.
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(&) The purposes of this act are =
{1) to estabklish an office with oncoing
responsibility te assass the economic needs of the city;
stimulate new enpleyment opportunities; assist existing
businesses; gromots the city as a location for businesses

o
- ke o

tv city locations in accordance with

B

anéd investment teo

g

the city's compreiiensive plan and its economic development
objectives; and

(2) to centralize the economic development
functicns in the District of Columbia government in a singlse
agency cdevoted solay to these tasks,

Establishnent

Sec. 3. There is established within the Executiva

Developnent {hersinafter in this act referred to 2s the
“Office"}, The 0ffice shall provide within the Districk
government a single administrative uni%, resconsizle to the

Mayor, to serve as a focal pcint feor planning, implementing

-

and administering programs for cromotion ¢f econcmic
activities in the District. The economic desvelopmens

& - - - + . 1 e N 1 1. H
functions, excluding business and professional licansing and

Bistrice's housing, bueiléing; mechanical, eisgctrical; and
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Levelopmens pursuant to Order ¢2 the Comnisgioner Ne. 62-26
shall be transferrsé Lo the Office.
Functions
Sec. 4. The Office snall give priority to activities,
including ezonomic research and analysis, to stimulate
emplovmant, promote tourism and business retention, and to
attract new commercial and industzial enternrises. Long
range priorities shall include development and
implamantation with the Municipal Planning 0£ffice ¢f an
econonic devalopnent pian for the Distrist cf Columbia,
{a) Pursuant to thase crioritiss, the 0f£Zice shall:
(l) Iniziaze anéd implement an ongoing econoniz an
commarcial survay iacluding data to meniter husiness
migracion, dusiness anfé commercial exdansion, business
cpoortunities, manpcower availabiliiy, manpover neads, and

othex Zactors relevant %o promotion of acononic cavel
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(2) Assist businessman and developers in securing
regearch data needad for feasibility and market studies,

(3) Initiate and iaplement pregrams aimed at
gtinulating enploymsnt opporiunities in the Distriec: of

Columbia; retaining existing businesses in she Disarigc: and

i : " : 1
attraciing new commergial and indusirial enternrisas o &ha
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(4) Develép and supnert programs to ensure

minority business develoomant and nminority participation in

.

public and private economic development activities
(5) Cocrdinate the economic develeopment functions

of other Cistrict of Colurmbia 0ffices and Departments.
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(6) Cocriinate economic developnmanit ackivitia

projects within the District cf Columbia governmenis purscans
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to the priorities establisihed in the comprehensiv
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through other acticns taken by the District ¢
governmanc,

(7) Act as ongoing District of Columbiaz liaison
with the >usiness and cormercial cormuniiv and as a vehicle

to assist existing businesses in %heir nrocedural

relationships with the District Covernmment, including bus

i-i

inited to, the expediting cf adniniserativa processes

3

ot
such as aporovel of necessary nermitis, zoning actians,
street closings anc othexr rzlevant District Governmens
adminlstractive acticns.

(8) Serve as liaison with gertinent Fedaral
Government agencies ané conduit for Federal eccneni

davelogmant funding.
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(9) Stimulate d=velocment or expansion of
neighborhood commercial facilities ard centers.

né technical assistance

i

(10) Develcp tinancial
programs.

(11) Initiate and stimulate public investment as a
catalyst to private investment in commercial and industrial
enterprises otherwise unavailable to the District of
Columbia.

(12) Pecommend varicus tyces of commercial

industrial develocment, incentives apzropriate for certain

s )

develorment projects.
(&) Research.,-=-- Basic research and statistical
crograms weuléd be undertaken in the following areas:

(1) Lanéd use studiss ¢f urban renewal, housing,
and {ncdustrial sites, with emghasis on the disposition of
idle industrial land, factories and commercial properties.

{2) Taxes, inclucding such matters as detaernining
new areas for new revenue for the ity and possible tax
incentives to encourage csvelcoznent; an examination of the
affect of the District tax strovcture on certain industries:

assessing the comparability ¢f the zax structyre.
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(3) An examination of the District Govarnnent
powers, organization and practices as they affect econcmic

development;
{(4) Special industry problems, including the
District's mature and declining industries.
Staffing

Sec. S(a) The Office shall ke headad by an Exscutive
Director (hereinafter in this act ra2ferred to as the
*"Director"), who shall be appocinted by the Mayor . The
Director snall devote his full-time to the duties of his
Qffice, and shall appoint gualified staZf including a
*Business Ombudsman™ charged primarily with the
imclementation of the functions provided in subsecticn (g

0f section 4 of this act. The annual cempensatien of the

e

of Title 5, U.S. Code (relating to the classification ¢f
government employees and related matters), but shall se nc
less than a GS-18, step one.

(b) Promoticonal Contracts., =-=- In order to best:
carry out his duties and responsibilities and to sarve the
people of the District of the promotion of business economic

cdevelopment, the Director may

(18]

rngace in programs and
projects jointly with a private perscn, firn, corporazicon cr

association, and mav enter into contracts undsr terms o e

ir
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nutpally agraad yzon 2T OuLt Sucy praogranms anc gre



not including scguisition of land or buildings. Such
contracts may be negotizted and shall not De subject to the
provisions of section 1-808 of the D.C. Ccde, insofar as
such provisions relate to competitive bidding.
Punding

Sec. &, The Office shall ke funded by 3 variety of
sources currently available or petentially available in the
future, includinc, but not limited to, Federal loans and
grant funds, Community Development Block Grant funds,
District of Columbia government agpropriatad or borrowed
funds, and private endowments. Sources of funding for the
Office shall include no less tnan $300,000 in Community

Cevelopment Block Grant funds conditiconally approv
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tates Decartnment of He¢using and Urban Develscaent
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for Business and Economic Devalorment Programs, pursuant o
the Department's apcroval on June 24, 1975 of the District
ce Zor a

of Columbia "Application for Federal Assi

in
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Community Development Block Grant Pregram - 1973"
Effective Daka
Sec. 7. This act shall take effect upocn the expiration

of the period for Congressicneal review preovided in section

-
=

602(c) (1) of the District of Columbia SelZ-Governmen: and

Geovernmental Reeorgzanization Act.
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