
coc~c:::::.. c= TH.E DI5TRIC':' O:' COLOM.a :::._:; 

NC TIC=: 

Ma~ch -: l __ , 

D.C LAH 1-97 

''Dist:-ict o f Colum.bia Bus i::::e s s anC. Sco:1om.:..c 
Developr.1en:: A~":. o:: 1 976 " 

1977 

Pursuan~ to Sectic~ 412 c£ t~e ~is~:-ict c= Ccl::..ubia 

Se lf- Govern::nent a::::C. Goverr.n:ental Reo=~a!"'.izaticn Act {::: :., 93-19 8) , 

-:.he >1.ct, t:i.e Co•.i:1cil cf t:~e Dis:::::-ict o: Colu."':lbia a c!o::ited Bill 

)lo . 1- 260 o:; fi :::-st a nc sec ond readings Se?ter::ce :::- 15, 1976, and 

Oct::.b e'.!:." 12, 1976, '.!:."e S?e ct. ively. Following the sisnature o= t~e 

:!ayo r o n Nove:r..be::- 19, 1~7 6, t:iis lei;i sla t ic:. ·..;as ass.:.gnec ;.::::: 

No. l-179, ?ublis~ec in t~~ Dec~~be:::- 10, ~9 i 6, ed.:.tion o: 

=e-.riew, i n accor:!a:1ce • . .:i'::t Sectio :::. 50 2 (c) C! .. J o.: t::e 

The C~u::::cil cf t~e ~i st=ict cf Col~ia ~ere~y 

gi7es ~ctice that t he 30- d ay Cong:::-essicnal Revi ew ?eriod ~3s 

expired and, t~e=~fore , cites t..~e =cllcw~~g les~sla~icr. as 

!J . C . Law l - 97 , eff-:ct. i7e :-::i::-ch 29 , 1977 . 
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D. C . LAi'1 

1-97 

IN THE COGNCIL OF TP.S DISTRICT OF COLUMBI~ 

~.arch 2£1 , 1977 

To establish an of=ice o= B~siness and Eco ncmic Develop~en~ 
and for other purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCI:. Or:' THE DISTR.ICT OF c c :..mIBI.:\ , 

That this act may be cited as the "Dist::-ict oi Co l~i'.:Oi a 

Business anci Economic Develo 9rnent Act o f 1 976" . 

Statement of Pindin~s and Pu_--poses 

Sec . 2 (a) . The Council fi nds that: 

(1) There exists in t he Dist r ict a= Col~T~ia a 

subs tantial problem of chronic u..'lemployrr.ent a~ci 

u."1.dere!!!ployment. 

(2) In t.~e last tNo cecaces, srcwt~ in employ~ent , 

new ~usiness cevelopmer.t, and c:::m.~ercial development in ~~e 

District of Columbia i':as f a .:.2.2c to keep pace w:..~h er.:;;::c :.:::,;I"!:. 

growth and commercial ex;iar.si:::n !. ~ neig!"lbori.ng 

jurisdictions. 

(3) During t~e sa~e pe=io d, the District has 

ex:>erienced a s~stantia: l~ss i~ retail ~usinesses a~c 

other co:-:imercial enter?= is~s w!".ich contributed si;:1ifican:.l:; 

to local em?loymer.t and ~::e city's -':ax base. 
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( 4) Expansi~n o: ::he ta x b:se· in the Oi s ::r ic:. o: 

C olu~bia has , in rece nt years, lagged s :gni f :can:ly beh ind 

the r ate o f inflation and t he r~t e of incree~e i~ Ois::::::: 

of Col ~m~ia go7ernmer.~ ex per.cit ures. 

(5) Substantial expansion of the tax ~~s2 is 

necessary t o help aver~ f uture gover nme~tal fiscal cr ise s , 

prevent e7e r- increasi~g individua l business and professio~al 

tax levels, an ci assu r e ? r evision o~ necessa:y ?Ublic 

services. 

(6) The Dist rict of Colum~ ia ~ove r ~ment lacks an 

organ i:ed capacity or com;:ehensive s~rategy t o assass its 

econo~ic needs, er.cou rage ~usiness retention, ~t trac t 

co:;-.:;:e:cial e ~ t e r9 r i s es, or ot~erwise ~romote and s ti~~l:te 

eco noffi ic 9 : 0~~~ . 

'- ·- -----·-

( 7 ) The absence o f s uch· a ca;: acity an= s t:- a~egy tas 

been a s : gnificant ! ac:or in t~e Districc's !~ab~l i~y co 

compete wit~ ne ig~borir.g jurisci= : io~s ;~ t~e ~ e t ~r.tion of 

ex i st ing businesses a~c t~e a:t:a=~:cn oE n~w er.terpr is~s . 

(8) o:rec t anc continuing ~ct iv~ pa rt ici pat ion of 

all levels oE the business c~~~~~i: y is esse~ ti a_ t o 

carrying ouc t he ob jectives of t~is ac t. 
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(l::) The i:nir'O)oses of thi s ac t are -

(l) t o est ablish .3n off i c e with ongo i ng 

re sponsibil it y to assess the ec onomic neecs of the c i ty ; 

st imulate new e~plcy~~nt op9ortunities; ass:st existir.g 

b usines ses; ? roma t e the city as a location for busi~es ses 

and i nves tment to 9: icr :ty c i t y loca t ions i~ accorda~ce wit~ 

t he c i ty's comprehensive p la~ an~ i ts eco nomi~ develop~ent 

ob.jectives; ar.d 

(2} to cent:ali ze t he e conomic developmen t 

funct lcns in th~ Dist rict of Colu~bia gover n~en t i~ a sins l e 

a genc y ~evo ted soley to t hes e t asks . 

Estab lishment 

Sec. 3 . The re i s es ta~l ished wit~in the Exec~tive 

Of:ice c f t he ~ayo r an o :fice o : 9cs :~ess a~c E c~r. crn i= 

Oevelo?~ent (he:~i~a: te r in t~is ac t ref err ed to a s t he 

•of£ic e tt) . The Office shal l provide wi t h i n t he Dis t: ict 

govern~en t a si ngle admi~is~ ~ative un i t, r e sponsible t o the 

Mayo r , to serve as a foc a l 9c i nt fc~ plannir.g, i~p lementing 

and ad~in isteri ng prog ra~s f o: ~ro~otion cf econc8 :c 

activities in the ~is t:ic t. The ecor.o~ic c ev €1C?ment 

f unc t ions, excl~ding b~si~es s and profe ss ionil lica ~sing and 
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Pur.ctior.s 

Sec. 4. ':!"le o=:=:...ce Sh.all gi•Ji! ~r:...ority tO actiViti~$ I 

includi:i.g econonic researc!i. a..1d a'1alys i s, to stin~la t~ 

employm~nt, ::>romote tour is:r: a.-:d b-:isi:i.ess retention, a~c t o 

:.ong 

range p.::io :-iti~s shall i:ic.!.ude develo~~ent a.'1c 

im;> ler.:~n';a tion ..... it!'l t !i.e ~-!u.1ici?al Pla:n:iing o.:fice of an 

(a) Pu=suar.~ to t~:se ~r:..orities, ~~e o:!ice shall: 

; ... ..... 
:-esear c!'\ dat a :i.eecsd !or ! easibi li ty ar.d r.:a=k~ t st·.icies . 

(3) Ini~iate ar.d inple~ent prcg:-a~s ai~ec at 
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(4) Develop a.."tc sui>r-ort prog:::ams to ensu::-e 

pu~lic ar.d ?riv.Jtc economic cevelopmer-.t; activi t=.es. 

(5) Coordinate t~e econo~ic C.evelop~cn~ : u:lct!.o:1S 

t~ro~gh othe= acticr.s taken by t~e Dist=ict o! Colur~:a 

(7} Act as on;o:..ng Dis~ric t o: Colu~i~ l iais on 

w:..t:. t..'"lc '.:::1.:.sincss a.,c cor.-~e=c:.2:!. cor:-.mu~it.:: a~c as a vehicle 

to ass=.st exist:..~g ~~si~esses i n ~~e:~ ~=ocecural 

1 .. · · · · ... ......... ,..:, ; s --' c - ,.._v,,,,- - ... - .. re a_;;.or:snl.;:>s Wl.-:1 _,e v _ ._ __ - -..:..; --·····-··-• 

aC..":'li:list=ative act ions. 

( 8) Serve as lia i scn wi t!-1 !=e!'ti:-:en t ~eC.e:-al 

Gove =nme~t agencies anc co~c~it fo:- ?e~cral econc~ic 
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(9) Sti::iulcte ce•; e lo ;::men: or e:<pcns:.on o~ 

neighborhood comnercia~ facilities ar.d centers . 

----··..; __ · . ..... 

• 

(10 ) oevelc~ !inanc:.al znc tec~nic3l assist ance 

p rog r a.r;is . 

{11) Initiate and sti~ula~e public in~estment as a 

catalyst t o pri va =e invest::ient in comme rcial anc ind~strial 

en t erprises otherwise unavailable to the D!st r ic~ of 

Columb ia. 

(12) Recomffiend vario ~s t y9es of commercial 

incustria! developrnen:, incen~~ves c?; r op riate f or c er ta i n 

cevelO?Oent ~rejec ts, 

(b ) Resea:c~ .--- ea s ic researc~ and stat:.stica l 

~r o~:a~s wc~lc be ur.certake n i n :ne Eol lowing area s : 

(1) Lane ~se st ~d: es cf u : ~an renewal, ho usins, 

and 1ncust:ial sites, w i :~ e~~~as:s on the d i spos:tion of 

idle industrial land, facto r ~ es ar.c coi:'\mer-c:.al prope rti es. 

(2) Taxes, i~cl~c:~g s~~~ ~a :te:s as ce~e:~i~i~~ 

new areas for new reven ue fo: :~e ci~y and poss~~l e tax 

incentives to encou:age ceve:o?~e0 =; an examination of t~e 

affect of t ~ e District tax str~ct ~ ~e o~ certa in ind~str ies ; 

a ssessi ng t he c ocparab ility c ! t~e :~x ~ t:ucture . 
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(3) An exa~i~ation of the ~ 1s~:ict Gc~e :n:ent 

powers, organization ar.d practices as t~ey affect eco~c~ ic 

develop:nent; 

(4) Special industry prob lems , including t~e 

District's mature a~d decli~i~g i~dustries . 

Staf;ing 

Sec. S(a) The Off ic e sha l l b~ headed b y a~ Executive 

Director (he re ina fter i n t~:s ac~ r~:e:red t o ~s the 

"Oi:ector" ) , who shall be <!ppointed by the :.\ayor The 

Di: ec t or shall cevote his ! ull - time to t he duties of ~is 

Office, ar.c s~all a?point q~alifiec sta:! incl~ci~g a 

"Business Ombucs~an" charged pri~arily with the 

i~pleme~tation of t he : unctions p: ovi=ec i~ s~~sec~ icr. (g l 

o : :ector sha:l be dete r~ined in acco : dance with c~a~ter 51 

of Ti : l e 5, U. S. Code (re la t ir.g to t~e class:ficatio~ o: 
government employees ar.d rela tec matters ) , but shall ~e ~c 

less than a GS-16, step one. 

(b ) Promotional Cor.tracts. In ordec to bes~ 

carry out his dut ies anc respons i~iliti es anc to ser ve t~ e 

people of t~e District of t he promot i or. of ~usi~es~ eco~o~ic 

cevelo?ment, ~he Director ~a y er.gase i~ p rog:a~s ar.d 

projects join~ly with a ~rivace ;erscn, fir~. co:?ora~io~ c : 

association, and ~~y ente r i~co c~n~ :acts und~r ter~s : o ~e 

ar.c ~ ... r..: =- - <:> :-'·- .: --- -
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not inc luding acquisition of land or builci~gs . Such 

cont racts may be nego ti a ted and s hal l not be subject to the 

provis ions of section 1- 808 of t he D. C. Code , i nsofar as 

such provisions relate to competitive biddi~g . 

~unding 

Sec . 6 . The Office shall ce fu nde d by a va:i~ty of 

sources c u r re~ t ly available or pctentially available i n t~e 

fut ur e, inc ludin~, but not limited to, Federal loans a~c 

grant funds, Co~~~~ity Development Bloc k G:ant f u n~s, 

Distr ic t o f Col umbia gover~ment a~propri3t=d or bor r owed 

funds, and private encio~ments . Sources of funding f or t he 

Off ice stall incluce no less t h an S300 , 000 i n Co~muni:y 

De7elopmen t Bl ock Grant funds c ond i t ion a l ly ap? ro ved by che 

United Stat es Depa ::~ent of Ec~sing and Urban cevelo?~•~t 

f o r Bus i ness and ~conomic Oev!lo~~en t Progr aras, pursuan t t o 

the Departme~t 's app r o va l on J une 24, 1975 o f the Distric t 

of Col~mb ia "Applicat ion for Pede r a l Assistance !or a 

Community Oevelo~ment Sloe!< Gr .an t ?: og:arn - 1973". 

Effective Da te 

Sec. 7 . This act shall take effect upon t he expi : a t io~ 

o f the period for Congressiona l review prcvicec in secti on 

602 (c ) (1) of the IHstrict of Colcr..bia Sel :-Government and 

Go~er n~enta l Reor;~ni=a~ion Act . 
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Considered in Council ------ First Vote Se p temter 15, 197 5 

R E CORD 0 r: COUNCIL VOTE 

cou,..c1 ~ "'1 £. ,,...ec" 1 ""E """>-"' • ""· "' · ; .... s . !1 couHcu. ... M£ ..... scR 1 AYt 1 ~t•Y r ,.,. .v . 1 • . a . ;I couNcu. ....... c~ocJt ! A YE 1 Nol )" = l"<C ., ' A 

r uc:-c::R. I x I II '01XO~I x I I I l SPA !J'U)!::c I x I ! i I 

:-;oortE , D. I x I I I II I1AiIDY x I I I I W1LSON I x l I I 
j I x I I I ii WU<TER I I I 

-
3ARRY • x I !j EOBSON x I 
Cl.!,RK£ ! x ii ~!CORE, J . i "' . ... I I i ll I I I I 

1 
COAT'::S I x II SRAC!Ci...E.70N x r I I I I I I ! 

Y.- lnelcaz" Vo1i: ii.. :!1.-A..bs..,;J t(. V.-No: Vo:ing 

Final Vota in Cct.:;,cil Octot:er 12, 1975 
(Secretar1 c f •he Cci.;nci l) 

REC ORD OF COUNCIL VOTE: 

c; ouNc;11.. "'''""'~ I • ~ ( • ,. ,. .,. I t< . v . j ... 11 .ll c:. ov .. c:.:1.. "f " ".:" l .,.,.i: ! ,; ... ~, l ... o '.l c;ou><c11.. "'""or" I AT L ! ,..,..,. I ... . v . . .. 

I ::.:CKZ:I. ! x i I I II D!:<O~ l x I I I I! S?At;!.DI:\G i x I l 1 

mo~. n. l x I l ii HARDY T I I I x II wr.;..soN i x I I i 
3ARRY 1 x I ii HOBSO:-t Ll ~-I_ ~1 t-n:~;:~ I x l I i 
CL.l.!'.!,."E ! :< ! II }!\ORE f J. Ix I I I II I l I I 
COATES x i i SR..:.C~::70N 1 x 1 l I Ii I I I I 

Y.-lr.C::c:3.! e-s ·;cit A. o.-~s•:u N. '/.-Ne! "/ot:::~ 

Presented to t~e Mayor-----

Mavor's ~c:icn: / 

Ap;:ircved: \.;1 g NO'/ ?';i'S 

Disapprovec!: ----

~nac:ed ·::i:t:out ~.1;:.yor's Sign:itur.? ----

(Sec~etary of the c~unc: ll 

(Secre~;;r; of the Councill 

(Mayer's Signat;;re} 

\Secre~Jr/ o f t::e C..:w::c11l 

() 


