COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
NOTICE
D. C. LAW 3-30

"Animal Control Act of 197G"

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Council of the District c¢f Columbia adopted Bill
No. 3-75, on first and second readings, June 19, 1979 and
July 3, 1979 respectively. Following the signature of the
Mayor on August 7, 1979, this legislution was assigned Act No.
3-80, published in the August 17, 1979, edition of the D.C.
Register, (Vol. 26 page 765) ana transmitted to Congress on
- Ausust 14, 1979 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section
602 (e)(1) of the Ack.

The bouncil of thz Distrinst of Columbia hereby gives
notice that the 30-Jday Congrenrslonal Review Period has

expired, and, thercfoure, cit«s this enactment as D.C. Law 3-30

effective October 18, 1979. <:;;“

ARRINGTON DIXON
Chairman of the Council

]

Dates Counted During ih2 30-day Congressional Review Period:

September 5, 6, T, %0, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20,
21, 24, =3, 26, 27, 28

October 1, 2, 2. h, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17
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D.C.ACT3=80

IN THE ZOJNIIL 3F THE DISTRICT JF CJILUMBLA

AUE 07 1979

To establisn a comoranansive program foar aninal osodulaction
coatrol in tne District of Columdiae. ana for otnar
JUFPIS2Se
38 IT ENACTED 3Y THE C3UNCIL CF THE OISTRICZT DF ZOLUYMRIA.

That tais act may de citad as the "aaimnal Zontrcl Act of

197°". h

Sete 2 ﬁ_i_u&_i_aﬂ_s_-

|LJ

For the durposa2s of this act:

(3) Th2 term "animal at larga" m=2ans any Janinal founa
2f€ the or2mises of its Jdwner and 1eitier leasned 1or
JTNerwis2 under th2 immediat2 coatrol >f & parson czanadl2 of
dhysically ra2sctraiting ite

(b} Thz term "3animal snelt2r" neans 3 District of
Zolumpia governmant facility used 2y taie Aninal CZontrol
Ag2ncy for tne car2 anag dJetention aof 3nimnalse.

(2) Th2 term "d1ang2rous animal"™ ne3ans an anainal that
Jecaus2 of sseczific training or Zenonstrata2d bD2havior

tnreat2ns th2 nealeh or safety of zn2 sunlice.

Dotz

inal
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(d) Tha term "Mayor" me2ans tnhe Mayoar of tha Jistrict of
Columbia or 115 dJesijnee.

(e) The t2rm "ow~ner" means 3 Jerson in the Jistrict of
Columbia wno purzhasz2s or keaps 3an animnal in ta2mdorary oOr
sermanant Custiady 2xcedt 3as Jrovidad in section Se

(f) The term '"vaccinata2d™ mneans Jrotacted 2y a
Jocumnentad inoculatian tnhat th2 Yayore Cconsista2nt ~ith tne
dractices >f vetarinary medicines, lJetermin2s is currantly
af fective.

Sece 3. &nimal Control agency.

{a) Tha2 Yayor mnay contractes 2ith2r by nejotiltion or
conpatitiv2 2ide witn 3 DJistrict of Zolumbia humane
drganization to serva 31s the Aninal Zontrol agancy. The
43yor nay delegate all or oart of Nis 3uthority unZer this
3cte includling tne issuance of notica2s of violationss to tne
Animal Control Agencye.

{b) Tha animal Control Agency shall deliver 2all fesas
zollaczed under thnis act to thes 4Yayor.

Sece 4. yaccinations.

{a) An own2r wno has a3 doqg over rh2 2aga of four (&%)

nontns shall nava tn2 dog vaccinat2g 23ainst ribies 3anid

Jistamiere
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(b) The M3ayor snall provide a8 fre2 anti-rabies
vazccination clinic alnuallye.

Sece 5. Licenses_and_Fees.

(a) For purpnoses of tnis seztions "owner" snall not
inzluda: (1) 3 licensed vatarinary nospitale (2) 3 lizens2a
cet shope and (3) an incorporated 3aninmal w2lfare agency 1ot
angagel in tne s3al2 2f animalse.

(b) An owner ~ho Nas a dog ovar tne age of four (%)
nontnhs s1all pbafor2 July 1 of =2azh y=2arsy or ~ithin t2n (10)
days of acquiring the doge Or «ithin (10) ten 3Jays aftar tne
dcg3 oecomnes four (%) months of ages 20tain an annual
licensae An oOwnar snall ensura2 that his dd>g w2ars a collar
and 2 licens2e.

(c) Bafora any annual license m3ay be issuads th2 dwner
of the aog snall have the dog vaccinatad 3d3ainst r3apies 3nd
distemders and snall pay any outstaniling finase

(d)y Tne Mayor snall collect tne f285 3an1 issu2 th2
licens2s as 2rovida2d in this Sactiodne.

(e) Sxca2pt 3s provided in quse:tion'(f) of tnis
seztions tne annual license fe2 for 3 103 is as follows:

(L) no f2e for a dogQ train2ad to 3iJ tN2 3udid-

n31dicaplel or olind and aztually us2g for £1aat durpodIs;

(2) §5 far a2 mala 303;



t3) $5 for a fa2mal2 dog certified Dy @ licenseaq
veterilarian as 2ith2r soayeld or i1lcapable of enduring
spayiny:
(%) B25 in any otha2r C3as2.
(f) Sor th2 year July ls 1379, t2 June 32, 1980+ tne
annual licanse fz2e for a dog is 3as f211ows:
(1) no fe2 for 3 dog traintel to aid tne audio-
nandicapoed or 5lind and actually usad for tnat 2urpos2;
(2) 588 in 3any otner case.
{g) Yo lic2nse may b2 transfarre? from one dog to
anatnere.
Sec. 5. Imgouniment.
(a) Tne Mayor may inpoundg any alimnal 3t larqe or 3any
gangerdsus Inimale
(b) Upon impounding an animal, th2 “ayor shall na<e a
2rompt and rzasonaj’la attenpt te 13cat2 and notify tne ownar
2f the impound2a aninale.
(c) The Mayor m3y dispose of 3Iny «~ildy sicZk or badly
injured animal upon its imooundmante.
{¢) Tne Mayor snall provide ajsprodriate vaccinationsg

for 2ach aninal upon its inpoundnent.
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(e) Tnhe M3yor snall provide ajprodriate vetarinary
servica2s for eacn 403 wearing a valil license upon its
imloundmante

(f) The Mayar snall cdeen abandjoled any animal i mnpaunded
and not redea2mad by its owner ~ithin sa2ven (7) days of
imy>oundmant ore if notice is givan ungar subsection (b) >f
this sactiony w~ithin savan (7) days >f such nNotiZe. AN
animal d=2ened abandoned shall >econe tnhne proderty >f tne
Jdistrict of Zolumbia and may b2 adopted or disposed of in a
TunNane manner.

(g) Tne Mayodr snall not r=2l2ase an animal unla2ss it (s
vazcinatad against rabiese

(h) Tha Mayor shall not releas2 3 sicxk or dangarous
animal t> anyone otha2r tnhan 3 licensad veat2rinarian uncil
reasonably satisfieg that it is safe to> 40 SO

Sece T. ledenption by Jwner.

{a) Tne Mayor snall not r2lsase a dog to its 2wnher
inless tne ow~n2r has obot3ained 3 lizZens2 3s provided in
section Se

(b) An owner of an 3animal tnat is impoundad shall pay
tnz following:

) 4N 1 mpoundnent fee of 317;
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(2) a boarding fee of $3 for each night after the
First night;

(3) the cost of veterinary s2rvicess including
vaccinationsy providad by the Mayor; and |

{#) 3any outstanding finese.

{c) The Mayar snall issue a notice of violation ts an
awner af an animal impounded undar saction 6 exc2pt that
this subsection shall not apply the first time an owner nas
an aninal impoundede

Sece 8. Adoptidne

(a) The Mayor snall not ra2lease a dog for adoption
unless tne pa2rson adopting the dog odtains a lic2nse as
providad in section Se.

(b)Y (1) Th2 Mayor shall not releas2 an animal ova2r the
3ge of six (5) months for adoaption unl2ss (A) the animal has
pea2n spayed ar nautered and (B) the >2erson adopting the
animal has paid the expensa of spaying or neuteringe

(2) The Mayor shall not release an animnal under
the aga of six (5) months for adoption unlass the persoan
adopting the animnal nas paid tne expanse of spaying or
teutering th2 animals The person adopting tne animal shall
nave it spayz2d or neutered befaor2 it becomes six (5) months

2f age.
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Sece 9. 2rohibitad Conduct.

{a) No owner 2f an animal shall allow tne animnal to go
at larges

{b) No persan shall falsely deny ownersnin of any
animale.

(c) No perso>n shall remove the licensa of a dog witnout
the permission of its ownere.

(d) No persan shall cnange thz2 natural color of a baby
chickens ducklinges other fowl or rabbdite

(e) No d>g shall ba permitted 2n any szhool ground when
scnool is in s2s5io2n or on any public recr2ation area unless
tha dog is leashade.

Sece 10. Aninal 4Hodbby Permite

(a) No person shall own or ke2p five (5) or more
nammalss larger than a guine3a pig and over tne age of four
(4) montnse w~ithout obtaining an aninal hobby permit:
EXZEPTy That this section sh3all not apply to a licansed pet
shops lizensed vetarinary hospitale Circus or traveling
2xVibDitiodne

(b) An owner of five (S) or mar2 mammals shall sefore
July 1 of each year or witnin ten (l12) aays of acquiring
five (5) or nore mammals obtain th2 dermit raquired D>y tnis

sectione
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(c) An owner applying for an animal hoboy permit shall
fully describe the kind and numnba2r of mammals to be
naintainad and the prenises «here th2 nammals ar2 to bea
Kepte

(d) No animal hobby permit shall be issued to:

(1) a doj owner unless tnhe owner has obtained 3
licensa for 2ach dog as provided in section 5;

(2) an ow~ner who maintaias mammals for comnercial
Jurposa2se Far purnoses of this sectiony "comnmercial
Jurposes™ shall not inzlude tha sale of offspring if sucnh
sales ara2 occasional and are not tie primary purpose for
naintaining the manmalse

(e) The Mayor shnall collect tne f2es 3and issu2 th2
csermits as provided in this sectione

{(f)y A holder of an 2animal nhobdby p2rmit shall orovida
nis manmals with a:proariate vaterinary carees A holder of
an aninal hooby 2Jermit shall maintain the premises and
enclosuras where tne mammals are kept in a clean and
sadnitary conditione

(g) A halder of an animal hoboy parmit shall not permit
apb jectionabla odors or noises to disturb the comfort or

quiet 2f any ne2ighborhoode A hold2r of an animal nobby
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permit snall not permnit a mammal to commit @ nuisance on
oublic sdace or oraperty owned by Jtnersa
{h) The Mayor may revoke an aninal hobby permit for
failura to comply w~ith the provisions 2f this sectione
Sec. lle. Education _and Incantive Programe.
The2 Mayor shall implement an education and ilcantive
pragrans wnich snall include the following:
(a) low cost spay and neuter clinic sarvices; and
(b) program for education of animal ownerse
Seces l2. P2naltye.
€ach person ~ho violates a provision of this act snall
day a fine not to 2xcead $25.
Sece 13. Notic2 of Violatian.
(a} The Mayor may issue a natic2 >f violatioan td any
Jerson who violates 3 provision of t1is acte
(b) A notice of violation shall:
(1) state the nature >f the violation; and
(2) dascribe the procadur2s provided in this
SecCtioNe
(¢) A& notice of violation shall D2e tne summons and
conplaint for the aJurposas of this acte

(d) A person snall answer a notizce of violation w~ithin

fiftaen (15) days bhy:
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(1) depositing and forefeiting collateral in an
amount established by the Superiar Court of the District of
Columbias or

(2) depositing collateral in an amount 2staplisned
by the Sup2rior Zourt of the District of Cdolumbia and
requestinges through the issuing agancys a trial in court.

(e) Tha ¥ayor shall prescribe th2 form far tne notica of
violation and establisnh proceduras far the administrativa
control of tne notice of violatione

Sec. l4. Amendmnentse

(3) Sections ly 2y 39 49y 59 69 Te B+ 10e and 11 of AN
act to creat2 a revenua2 in the District of Columbia Dy
levying a tax upon all dogs tharaine td> make such dogs
personal prodertys and for other pur>osessy approved June 193,
1878 (20 State 173; Dele Codesy sacse 1-230y 47-2001 througn
2028) ar2 repealade.

(b) Section 15 of article 18 of tne Police Regulatioans
2f tne District of Columpia is rap=2aled.

{c) Zhapter 3-3 of the temporary sJppla2ment toc the 1365
2dition of the District of Columbia Health Ragulations 5

amended as fallows:
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(1) section B-3110 is ama2nded by deleting "It is
the policy of tha Jistrict of Columnoia Govarnment to" ang
suostituting "Tha DJirector of th2 J.l. Pound may'"; and

(2) s2ction B-31l4 is r2p2aled.

Sez. 15. Effactive Data.
This act snall take effezt as Jrovidad for acts of tne
Zouncil of tne District of Columbia in saction &€32(c)(l) of

th2 District of Zolumbia Self-Governnent and Governmental

Reosrgani zation ACto.

—— e - s —— — e St

Cnhnairmnan

Council of tha District of Zolumpig

ayor
Jistricet of

Zolumbia

APPROVED: August 7, 1979



 COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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