
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NOTICE 

D. C. LAW 3-30 

"Animal Control Act of 1979~ 

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-

Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198, 

"the Act", the Counc i J. of the Dist r~LC t 0r Columbia adopted Bill 

No. 3-75, on first and second readings, June 19, 1979 and 

July 3, 1979 respectively. Following the signature of the 

Mayor on August 7, 19'{9, this legis ~. ':0. tion was assigned Act No. 

3-80, published in the August 17, 1979, edition of the D.C. 

Register, (Vol. 26 p~ge 765) and t~ansmitted to Congress on 

Ausust 14, 1979 for a 30-day re v iew, in accordance with Section 

602 (c)(l) of the Ac t. 

The Council of th :'! D:~stri~'. ~ of Columbia hereby gives 

notice that the 30-Ja y Cong~e~ ~ional Review Period has 

expired, and, thercf o :·e, ci t u:~ this enactment as D.C. Law 3-30 
• 

effective October 18 , 1979. 

Dates Counted D~r.'!!:i:f.:; ._> !? :;_. }q-day Congressional Review Period: 

September 5, 6; 7 , :~.1 . 11, 12, 13, J.4, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21 , 2 4 :1 :_, :: ' 2 6 ) 2 7 ' 2 8 

October 1, 2, ~i ' l j' 5 ' 9, 10, 11' 12, 15, 16, 1 7 

'·· 

· ... " . · 

. ' .. 



D.C. LAW 3 ~ 3 O Enrollee. 0:- i ::;inal 

[fF~CTIV£ OCT 
DATE 1 i 1979 

A'~ AC r 

I~ rHE :OJN:IL JF T~E DISfRICT JF CJLUM 3 Ia 

AUS 0 7 1979 

To est:JOlisn a cJmor2nansi>1e proqr.lm f::ir a.,ina l ::>oJulati::in 
co,trol in tne District ::if ColurnJi~. a,a f~r otner 
.Jurp:>sas. 

Th3t t,i s act lld'f iJe ci tad as th<! "A"1i 11al C:ontrcl ~ct Jf 

L 9 7q ... 

~or tne Jurposas of this a:t: 

(.:oi) Th"? term "::1.,im::1l a:: larg~" mea1s a11y ..lni11al ~ounj 

Jhysically r~str3i,inq it. 

(bl fhe term "3nimal snelter" ne~ns 3 Oistri:t of 

:olumoia q::>v~rnmant facility usej Jy t,e Ani11al :01trol 

(;:) The term ":1anqar::>us .:.nim-:il" ne'.lns an c; ,,inal thlt 

Jecausa ::iF sJe:if ic tr3i1inq or ~e~onstr3t~d oah~vior 

tnrP.at~ns the :ie.:il th or safety of ::ne ::>u')l i c. 
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( d ) Th~ term ""1ayor" means t'1e ~:iyClr of t:h~ Ji:>tri:t uf 

:o 1 U'llb id or , is jesi:Jnee. 

( e) Th~ tar11 "o .. ner" 1J1e :=tn s 3 .:>ers::>n in tne Ji strict of 

:olumt>ia .,,,,o pur::has~s or Keeps an a:1i11al in 't.emJorary or 

::>ermanant ::ustJOy exce:Jt as Jr::>vidad i'1 se:tion 5. 

(f) The term "11accin.:ited" ne:ins ::>r::>-recte:J .:>y a 

jccunentad ino::ulati::>n t,at the ~avor, consistent .. ich t'1e 

::>ractices Jf veterinary nejicine. :Jetermines is currently 

effective. 

Sec. 3 • ~n ~tl-.£2.DU2.l2.~~t· 

(a) The ~avor nay contract~ either Dy ne~otiJtion ::>r 

:onpetitiv~ Jij, witn 3 ~istri::t of :olu'l'IDia num3ne 

::>rgarai zati Jn t::> serve :ts tne Ar-ii Tial :ontrol ~gi'.!n::y. T'1e 

~ayer ~av :Jele~ate all or oart of nis :tutnority unjer tnis 

:ict. i'1clujinq tne issuance ::>f nJticas of 11i::>lations, co t'le 

Anim~l C::>ntrJl A:lency. 

(D) fne Anim3l C::>ntr::>l A~e'1CY SM3l 1 :Jel i 11er 311 fei=.!S 

::ollac:ej un:Jer tnis act t:J tne ~ayer. 

5e::. 4. ~;,£L!J.at i o~. 

(a) ~n o..,n~r w,..lo nas ::i ooq over the 3']e Jf f::>ur (4) 

nont,s S'1all nava tne doq 11accinar.eo a~ainst rabies ~nj 

:1i stem')er. 
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(b) r,e M3yor s,all pro~ije a frea anti-r:3bies 

~a:cination :linic a1nually. 

Se::. 5. U~'J..§.~_gnd_£.~~~· 

Enrolled Original 

(a) For purposes of tnis se:tio1. "owner" s1all nJt 

in::luda: ( l ) 3 1 i c ens ed v 2 t er i n 3 r y , o s p i t :t l • ( 2 ) 3 1 i : e 1 s ea 

::> e t shop, 3nj (3) :tn incor;>oratej 3nif713l welfare a::Jency ,ot 

anqaqej in t1e s31? of ani~als. 

(b) An ::>wner r1ho 'las a doq ::>var tne a.;e of four (~) 

~onths s1all bafor:a July l of aa::h year, or r1itnin tan (10) 

jays of dCquirinq tha jo~, or ~ithin (10) ten jays aftar tne 

joq Jeco~es four (~) months of a~e, JOtain a, annunl 

license. 

:;inj :i 1 i::ensa. 

(C) B2for2 any :innual 1 icense m3 y be issued. tn~ ow.,er 

of t~e aog snall h:ive tne doq ~accin3t2d aqainst r30ies 3nj 

jistemJer. ana snall p3y any outst:tn1i1q finas. 

(d) T~e Mayor snail collect t1e fees 3n1 issu? tna 

icensas ~s Jr::>vidad in this section. 

(e) ~xcapt 3S pro~ided in subse:ti0n (f) of tnis 

se:tio1, tne a1nual I i::~nsa fe? for 3 10 ~ is as follow~: 

(l) no f~e for a d::>q train?~ to 3i~ tne 3u~io­

~~1dic~pJe · l or clind ana a:tually Jsaa for t1ac ourpos~; 

(2) ~5 f~r a ~~le ~o~; 
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(3) $5 f::>r a famal a doq :ertified oy a l ic~nse::i 

~eteriiariJn as aithar soayej or i1c3paole of enjuri,g 

( ~) •25 in any othar casa. 

an r1u a l ic anse fae for a dog is 35 follows: 

(l ) no ft? a for a dO:;J tra i 1ej to aid tne audio-

n~ndicapJej or bl ind and actually us~d for t,at Juro::>s a ; 

(Z) LB i, any ::>tner :ase. 

(q) ~o l ic a nse may Da transfarre j f r~m one cog to 

another. 

(a) T,e "1ay::>r may i .npouna any aiinal 1t larqe or any 

aanqerous ~nima l . 

( b) UJon i mooun::1 i nq ai animal, th a "'layer shall na< e a 

JrJm~t and r a asoia::>le 3ttenpc to l Jc~ta 3n::l notify tn e o~ n a r 

Jf tne iTip~undea aninal. 

in jurej ani mal uoo1 its i mooundm?.nt. 

{dl Tne M~yor snail orovi1e aoproJriate vac:ination~ 

for ~acn a n i nal upon its i Tioouna11ent. 
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(el T,e M3y:::>r snall provije aJproJriate vet e rin3ry 

services f:>r e3cn jo~ wedrin~ 3 val iJ 1 icens2 ~pon its 

imJ 01..1njment. 

( f ) T ti e f.1 d y :::> r s n a 1 1 d e e n 3 b 3 n j o , e 1 ::in y :rn i m 3 l i n p J u '1 d e d 

:in::l not redeemed by its ~h.iner .iithin seven (7) days Jf 

im::>0un j m2nt :>r• if notice is given u,dar subS.:!Ctio'1 (b) :::>f 

this sacti:::>n, ~ithin seven (7) days :if sucn noti:e. A, 

3nim3l daenej abanjone::l shall :>econe tne proJerty :if tne 

Jistri:t of :olumbia and may be 3d:::>ptej or disoosea of i, a 

.,unane m3nner. 

(q) T'"le May:>r s"'lall n::>t rel~ase an animal unless it is 

va:cin~tad a~ainst raoies. 

(h) Tha ~ayor shall not rel~ase a si::k or danger:>us 

3nim~l tJ anyone other tnan 3 1 ice:isad veterin .'3rian :.1nr:.i 1 

re3s:::in~bly S3tisfied tnat it is safe t:> ::lo s:::i. 

Se::. 7. =t e je nQt i 2!J...QLJ'"~C. • 

(a) r,e May:>r snall not release a dog to its o~ner 

.Jnless tne o.-nar nas ootaine:l 3 l i::e.,sa as orovi:::le:::l in 

section 5. 

(O) Ar'\ owner :if an animdl tr"tat is i:npouac.Jea snail pdy 

tn~ foll:::>win .. i: 

(~) -rn ino:>U .'"\{jnent fee of 511: 
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(2) a boarding fee of S3 f:>r each ~ight after the 

first ii~ht; 

(3) the c:ost of veterinary sarvices. inclu:1i:ig 

"accinations, Pr:>vidad by the ~ayor; a1d 

(4) any :>utstanding fi11es. 

{c) The May::>r snall issue a n:>tice of "iolation t:> an 

:>wner of an animal i:npounded u1der saction 6 excapt that 

this subsection shall not apply the first time an owner ·nas 

an an i na l impounded. 

(a) Tne Mayor shall not release a dog for adootio1 

unless tne parson adopting the dog ootains a 1 icanse as 

orovidad in section 5. 

(b)(l) Tha ~ayor shall not rele3sa an animal ovar tne 

aqe of six (6) m:>nths for adoption u .1lass (A) the animal has 

oeen soayed or nautered and (8) the oerson adopting the 

animal has paid the expense of soayi1g or ne~tering. 

(2) The ~ayor shall not release an ani11al un:ler 

the age of six (5) m:>nths for adoption unless the person 

adopti~q the aninal nas paid tne expanse of spaying :>r 

ieuterinq tha animal. The person ad:>pting tne ani~al shall 

1ave it spayad or ~eutered befora it becomes six (6) months 

of aqe. 
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Sec. 9. :>rohLQL,:tad_.£m£!Y£1• 

(a) No owner :>fan animal shall allow t~e aninal to go 

at lar;e. 

(b) No pers:>n snall falsely deny ownersnip of any 

animal. 

(c) No person shall remove the 1 icensa of a dog witnout 

the permission of its owner. 

(d) No person shall cnange the ,atural color of a baby 

:hicke,. duc~l inq, other fowl or raboit. 

(e) ~o doq shall be permitted on any s:hool ground when 

sc,ool is in session or on any publ i: recreation area un l ess 

the do~ is leashed. 

Sec. 10 • ..!.!!i.!@!_:!2DbLPee,mi t. 

(a) No pers:>n shall own or ~eap five (5) or more 

nanmals, lar~er than a guinea pi~ anj over tne age of four 

(4) nontns, ~ithout obtaining an aninal hobby permit: 

EX:EPT, That this section shall not apply to a 1 icansej pet 

shop, 1 i:ensed veterinary hospital, :ircus or travel in~ 

(b) An owner of five (5) or more nammals shall ::>efore 

July l of each year or within ten (lJ) days of acquiring 

five (5) or nore mammals obtain the oermit required ::>y tnis 

section. 
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(c) An owner applying for an 3nima1 hoboy permit shall 

fully jescrioe tne kind and nuTiber of Tiammals to be 

Tiaintainad a,d tne prenises #here ~ha nammals are to be 

Kept. 

(d) No 3nim3l hobby pernit shall be issued to: 

(1) a do~ owner unless t~e O#ner has obtained 3 

license for aach dog as provided in section 5; 

(2) an O#ner wno mai~tai,s mam~als for comnercial 

Jurposas. FJr pur~oses of this section. "co~mercial 

Jurposes~ sh3ll not in:lude the sale of offsprin~ if sucn 

sales are oc:asional and are not t,e primary puroose for 

naintaininq the ~anmals. 

(e) The Mayor shall collect tne f aes and issua tha 

Jermits as provijed in this section. 

(f) A holder of an animal hoboy parnit shall JrJvida 

n i s manmals #ith aJprooriate vaterin3ry care. 

an aninal nooby oermit snall maintain the oremises and 

enclosures wnere t,e mammals are kept in a clean and 

sanitary condition. 

(q) A holder of an animal hoboy permit shall not oermit 

objectionaole odors or no i ses to disturb the comfort or 

~uiet of any neiqhborhood. ~ holdar of an animal nooby 
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Permit s~all not pernit a mammal to :onmit a nuisance :>n 

:>uol ic s~ace or :>r:>perty owned by :>tners. 

(h) The ~ayor may revoke an aninal hooby permit for 

failure to c:>mply ~ith the provisi:>ns :>f tnis section. 

Tha ~ayor shall im~lement an ejucation and iicantive 

or:>gran. wnich snall include the f:>llo~ing: 

(a) low cost spay and neuter :1 inic services; and 

(b) proqram f:>r education of animal o~ners. 

Sec:. 12 • .£.~tlil• 

Each person ~ho violates a provisi)n of this act snall 

Jay a fine n:>t to exceed S25. 

(a) The Mayor may issue a n:>tic~ :>f violation t:> any 

Jerson wno violates a provision of tiis act. 

(b) 6. notice of "iolation shall: 

(1) state the nature of the violation; and 

(2) describe the procedures provided in tnis 

sectio1. 

(c) .\notice of violation shall :>e tne summons and 

conplaint for the :>urposes of this a:t. 

(d) 6. oerson snall answer a noti:e of "iolation ~ithin 

f i f t ee n ( l 5 ) d av s ~ y : 
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(1) depositing and forefeiting collateral in an 

amount established by the Suoerior Court of the District of 

:: o 1 u mb i a ; or 

(2) depositing collateral i~ an amount astaDlisned 

Dy tne Superior :ourt of the District of C:>lumbia anj 

requestinq. throuqh the issuing agan:y, a trial in court. 

(e) The ~ayor shall prescribe the form for tne notice of 

~iolation anj establ isn procedures f:>r the administr3tiva 

control of tne notice of violation. 

(a) Sections i, 2, 3, 4, 5. 6, 7, e, io. and ll of ~n 

3Ct to create a revenue in the District of Columoia oy 

levyinJ a ta~ upon all dogs therein. to ~ake such dogs 

oerson3l prooerty. and for other purJoses, approved June 19, 

1878 (20 Stat. 173; o.c. Code. secs. l-230, 47-2001 t~rougn 

20J8) are reoealed. 

(b) Section 15 of article l~ :>f tne Pol ice Regulations 

of t~e District of Columoia is repeate1. 

{Cl :hdpter 3-3 of the temporary s~p~lement to tne 1~65 

edition of the District of Columoia ~e3lth Regulations is 
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( l ) s e : t i o n B- 3 l 1 0 i s am en de j o y d e l e t i n g " I t i s 

the ;:>ol icy of th~ )i strict of Col unoi a Government to" :in:1 

suostituti~q "The Ji rector of the J.:. Pound may"; and 

(2) secti:Jn a-3114 is repealej. 

This act snall t~k~ effe:t as JrJvid~d for a :ts Jf t~e 

:o • .mcil of tne District of C:Jlumoi:l in section 6J2(c)(l) of 

th~ District of :olumbia Self-~overnnent and Governmental 

~eor~ani zati :>n Act. 

lfJ . . 
'Ji strict of 

APPROVED: August 7, 1979 
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DOCXET NO: B; 1 1 3- 75 

AC!ION: To Adopt (6-19-79) 

t.:J. VOICE. VOTE: -•II1,1;pi.;;aun;i..;i1.1m1Mo~1~1.:.;,s ___________ _ 

Abunt: All Present 

.LI Rou. CAI.I. van:: 
CO....cl"9 MC .. e&• ... .. .. , ..... ....... c;~'"'ca .... &Jri9•c" ... .... , ..... .... c:~ ... ,.cu.. ., ..... , 

nrvnN KANE SHACKLETON 
I \.JT!-IT i:''R MASON SPAULDI'lG 
f'T l QV'):' MOORE WTT Sf\N 

HAQnV 'RAY 

T~1'VTC: QnT A 'RK 
;.c~ .. 'iot• . \.,., J--.:.a ... :i • . , _ _.,.., ... .u.l.A4 

n VO!Ct VOT!: _ _.I ... In..,.a..,n1.1.1.im""'"'a""'11""'s"------------

... 

~sent: -~H~a~r~d~y"--------------------
u ROI.I. C.\il van:: 

...... ."'lf.Y , ~ 

""" .... ., .... ...... 

..\CT!ON: --------------------------------~ 
U l/OICt van:: -------------

Absen~ ~---------------------~ 
I / ROU. C~ l/C:'!: 
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