COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
NOTICE
D. C. LAW 3-42
"Regulation Enforcement and Fire Safety Amendment

Act of 1979"

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act'", the Councill of the District of Columbia adopted Bill

No. 3-150 on first and second readings, September 25, 1979 and
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October 9, 1979 respectively. Following the signature of the

Mayor on October 30, 1979, this legislation was assigned Act No.
3-114, published in the November 9, 1979, editicn of tne D.C.

Register, (Vol. 26 page 2082) and transmitted to Congress on

November 5, 1979 for a 30-day review, in accordance with

The Counecil of the District of Columbile hereby giwves
notice that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has expired,
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and, therefore, cices this enesctment as D.C., Law 32-42 eI
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December 21, 1879. . N
/

ARRINGTON DIXON
Chairman of the Council
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Dates Counted During the 30-~dayv Congressional Review Period:
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AN ACT

DC.ACT3-11¢%

A ——— — —— A—— ——

To require the installation of smoke detectors in all
nursing homes and residential—custodial care facilities
by January le 1980; to require the installation of smoke
detectors before a certificate of occupancy may be
issued; to authorize the Mayor or his designee to
enforce the Building Codes Fire Prevention Codey Health
Requlationssy Housing Regqulations and Smoke Detector Act
of 1978; to revise the egress and fire door reguirements
for community residence facilities and for other
purposese.

BE IT ENACTED B8Y THE CDUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
That tnis act may be cited as the "Regulation Enforcement
agd Fire Safety Amendment Act of 1979%,

Sece 2. The Smoke Detector Act of 1978, effective June
20y 1978 (Dele Law 2-81;5 DeCe Codes seCe 5-328 et sege)e is
amended by:

(a) adding the following sentence to the end of section
3(a) {(DeCe Codes sec. 5—-329(a)): =No certificate of
occupancy may be issued for any dwelling units hotels motels.

hospitale nursing home or residential—custodial care
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facility unless smoke detectors have been installed as
required by this acte";

(b} striking the phrase "motely hospitaly nursing home
and residential—custodia! care facility"™ from section 3(b)
(DeCe Codes sece 5-329(b)) and inserting in lieu thereof the
words "motel and hospital®™; ‘ ‘

(cy striking the phrase "4 prison and residential-
custodial care facility”" from section 3({c) {DeC. Codes secs
5-329(c)) and inserting in lieu therzof the ~ords "and
prison¥;

(d) striking the phrase "nursing home"” from section
3(c) (DeCe Codes sece 5-32%(cC));

(e) adding a new subsection (d) to section 3 (DeCe
Codesy sece 5-329) to read as follows:

n(d) Excépt as provided in subsection (3) and
except as provided in section 1l4(d) of Title VII of the
Health Care and Community Residence Facilities
Regulations enacted June lé4y 1974 (Regt NO e 74—15):

“{1)y the owner of each residential—-custodial
care facility and nursing home shall install smoke

detectors 3as required by this act by January 1l.

1980

n(2)y The Mayor shall install smoke detectors

as required by this act in 2ach residential-
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custodial care facility and nursing home owned by
the District of Columbia by January le 1980."%
(f) making the following amendments to section 4(b)
(DeCe Codes sece 5-330(b)):
(1) adding a new sentence following the first
sentence to read as follows:
"The owner of each dormitory shall install at least

one (1) smoke detector to protect =2ach resident room or

resident suiteas';

(2) inserting the words "or resident suite" after
the words '"quest suite"" in the second sentence; and |

{3} striking the words "or motel* in the third
sentence and insarting in lieu thereof the phrase ", motel
or dormitory*®; and

{q) deleting tha words "Fire Chief"™ from sections 4(b)
and 4{c) (DeCes Codes sece 5-330(b) and (c)) and sections
5(a) and S(b) (D.Ce Codey secas 5-331({a} and (b)) and
inserting in lieu thereof the word *"Mayor"e.

Séce 2+ The District of Columbia Health Regulations
(published as title B of the District of Columbia
Regulationse 1962 revisions 3s amnended) are amended by
adding a new section 8-1:101 to read as follows:

“Section 8-1:10ls Notwithstanaing any other

provision of these regulationss the H4ayor may delegate

*
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the authority to enforce tnese resgulations to any agency

he deems approoria:e-".

Sece 4e Section le.3 of the 1964 Fire Prevention Codees
issued Szptember 29s 1964 (Ce0e 64-1397A; Title Te DCRR) is
amended by addings 3t the end thereofe a new sentence to
read as follows:

"Notwithstanding any other orovision in this Codes
the *Mayor may délegate the authority to enforce this
Code to any agency he deems appropriateesee
Sece 5. The Second Amendment to the Building Code for

the District of Columbiay effective September 2ls 1977 (DeCe
Law 2-18; Title S5A-1, DCRR)y is amended by striking the
period at the end of section 2(a) and adding the following:

Lt EXCEPTy That notwithstanding any other
provision of this acts the Mayor may delegate the
authority to enforce this act to any agency he deems
aporopriatese '

Sece 6o The Housing Regulations of the District of
Columbias issued August 1lls 1955 (Ce3e 55-1503; Title 5G»
DCRR) ar= amended by adding a new section 1104 to read as
followss:

"Sece. 1104 Authority to Delegate.

"Notwithstanding any other orovision of these

regulationssy the Mayor may delegate the authority to
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enforce these regulations to any agency he deems

appropriatese.

Sece 7o« Section 61l6.2 of the Second Amendment to the
1972 Building Code of the District of Columbias effective
Septemdber 2ly 1977 (Dele Law 2-18; title 5A=1 DCRR} is
amended by striking the following words wherever they
appear:

"except tnat all sleeping rooms above the street
level in a community residence facility which has
sleeping rooms above the second floor or which has more
than six (6) occupants in sleeping rooms above the
street level floor shall have access to two (2) separate
neans of exity at least one (1) of which shall consist
of an encloéed interior staire or a fire escapey or a
horizontal exite all so arranged as to pravide a safe
path of traval to tha outside of tne building without
transversing any corridor or space exposed to an
unprotected vertical openinge™e
Sece 8. Section 14 of Title VII of the Health Care and

Community Residence Facilities Requlations enacted June lé&.
1974 (Rege NOoe 74—15) is amended by adding a new subsection
{h) to read as follows:

“{n} Ecress Reqguirements and Fire Doors
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"(1l) Notwithstanding any conflicting provisions
contained in any District of Columbia rules or regulationss
as defined by the District of Columbia Administrative
Procedure Act:

"(A) Each community residence facility which
has residents in sleeping rooms above the second floor or
which has more than six (6) residents in sleeping rooms
above the street level floor shall:

"(i}) provide access to two (2) separate
means of exit for all sleepiﬁg rooms apove street levely at
least one (1) of which shall consist of an enclosed interior
staire or a fire escapesy or a horizontal exits all arranged
as to provide a safe path of travel to the ocutside of the
puilding witnout transversing any corridor or space exposed
to an unprotected vertical opening; or

"(ii) provide alternative arrangements
or methods which according to reasonable equivalency
criteria and in the opinion of the ¥ayor secure safety to
]ife from fire; and

"(B) Each community rasidence facility shall
comply with section 914 of the Second Amendment to the 19372
Butlding Cods of the District of Columbiasy effective

September 21s 1977 (DeCe Law 2-18; title Sa-1y DCRR)a
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"(2) For the purposes of paragraph (l)(A) of this
subsectione the term ‘resident®' has the meaning given that
term in section 3(39) of Title I of_this regulatione”es

Sece 9. Section 2 of the Police Manual Améndment Act of
1979y signed by the Mayor on August 9¢ 1979 (Act 3-83)s is
amended as follows:

(3) by striking the word "twentieth" wherever it
appears and substituting the word "twenty-first"'"; and

(b) by striking the phrase "(20th)" and substituting
the phrase "(21lst)"e

Sece 1Ce This act shall take effect as provided for
acts of the Council of the District of Columbia in section
5C2{(c)(l) of the District of Columbia Self-Government and

Governmnental Raorganization Acte.

rs

Chairman :

_ S
g Cecuncil of the gistrict of Columbia

%istrict of Columbia

APPROVED: October 30, 2979
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