COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
NOTICE
D.C. LAW 3-71

"Rental Housing Locator Consumer Protection Act of 1979".

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbla Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbla Adopted Bill
No. 3-124, on first and Second readings, March 18, 1980 and
April 1, 1980 respectively. Following the signature of the
Mayor on May 1, 1980, this legislation was assigned Act No.
3-179, published in the May 9, 1980, edition of the D.C.
Register, (Vol. 27 page 1891) and transmitted to Congress on
May 7, 1980 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section
602 (c)(1l) of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives
notice that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has
expired, and, therefore, cites the following legislation as

’
D.C. Law 3-71, effective June 21, 1980.

ARRINGTON DIXON \
Chairman of the Council

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period:

May 7:8,9,12,13,14,15,16,19,20,21 ,22,28,29,30

June 253, 4;5:6,9;10,11,12,13,16,17,18,19;20



DC. LAW3=71
EFEae E JUN 211980

AN ACT

DLC.ACT3-179

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE OISTRICT OF C3LuUMBIA

MaY 11980

To establish standards and eliminate unfair Dusiness
oractices by rental housing locator firmSe

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF

COLUMBIA, That this act may be cited as the "Rental -Housing
Locator CZonsumer Protection act of 1379%.

"Sace 2+ Chapter 38 of Title 28 of tne Districr of
Columbia Code is amended by 3dding tne follo~ing new Section

at the end thereof to read 3s follows:

"Sece 28-3819. Rental HousSing Locataorse. CODIFICATION
D.C.Code, sec.
"(a) Definitionse 28-3819

"As used in this section tha term orf terms:

"{(1) *Fee' means any feey, COMMNISSiONe CNArgse
ded0sits dOwn payment or other v3aluable considerations
including 3ny fee or charge for 3 credit check or
consultation.

"{2) *'Rental housing locator* or *locator® mneans

Any oerson wno for a fse 1dentifies O5r purnorts to



Ef}_f‘; 4

identify or ~ho providas Or ourports td provide any
otner information about any rental unit availaole for
renty other than 3 rantal unit gan2d Or managed by Such

Dersdn.

"(3) *Rental housing locator contract® mneans A3
contract between a rant3al housing locator and anotner
serson tnat obligates the locator for a fee to identity
any numﬁer of rental units as availaola for rent or to
orovide any otner information about theme

"(4) *Rent3al unit® means any roome suitee 3partment
or single fanily house rented or offerag for rent 3s a
residences including 3ny appurtenant servicess
facilitiass improvements or lande.

"(b) Registratione.

"(1) Aithin thnirty (30) days of the effective date
of tnis sectiones eacnh rent3il housing lscator tnat
orovides listings for rental units locataa in the
Jdistrict of Zolumbia snall file ~ith tne Director of the
Office of Zonsumer Protection i registration statemnent
an a form 3poroved by the Director. The registration
statament shall include tha nuSitess 3daress of th=a
rental housing locator 3gencys the name of 311 owWwners 3s

~ell as any information the Directar M3y raguire. The



Director snall require a ragistration fee sufficient to
recover the costs of administering this sectione

"(2) Each rental housing locator shall xeep a
dquolicata of tne registration Statement posted in 3
conspicudus nlace in the businass office of the rental
housing locatore.

"(c) Accuracy of informatiol.

"(1) Every rental housing 12¢3tor snall revisa 3and
corract all information to be DJravided pursuant to 3a
rental nousing locator contract or otherwise made

availaole to any customers pot2ntial customer or tne
Jeneral >ublices every 24 hours far rental units it
advertises and every 48 hours for rental units it does
not advertises or else remove such units from its lists
and discontinue the advertising 2f sucnh unitse

"(2) A rental housing locator snall identify as
availanl=2 for rent or orovide dotner inform3tion about a3
rental unit only if the locator n3s been given
permission td Jdo s$5> by the own2r/manager of the unite Or
tha rental unit nas peen advertiseds posteds oOr
otnerwisa 2upnlicly offered or neld out as 3ayvailanle for
rents Dy thne owner/manager of tha rental unite.

"(3) Rental housing loc3atdor agencies shall bpe

required to make availisble upOn reguests ra2coras of all



un3advertisad 3nd 3dvertised 1istings provided to
customers and odotential customers to the QOffice of

Consumar Protection and the Metraspolitan Police

Jedartment,
"(d) Contractse
"(1) Contracts oetween the rental housing locator
aga2ncy 3nd the customer shall be written, and a copy of
tha contract snall be supplied to the customere
"(2) The contract shall clearly state tne duration
of tne 10cator service ContracCte
w3y Every rental housing locator shall refund,
upsn raquests any fea to any customer within thirty (30)
days of said r=quest if any of the rantal nousing
information 2rovided to that customer Dy the locator fails
to comply ~ith the requirements of accuracy as definad by
subpsection (c) or if the locator failss upon demands to
provida the correct street address or teleohone nunber of
any rental housing unit it 3dvertisSes Or Otherwise gescripes
to 3 customer; or if the locator fails to provide 3 customer
with rantal nousing listings as callea for in the contracte."
"(4) The contr3act shall inclucde in 3 prominent
olace and in bold1 face typ=2 the following cl3uses:

"{a) Tne first claus2 sh3ll read 3as follows:



SAVE THIS DICUMENT AND ANY RENTAL HIUSING LISTINGS
PROVIDED TO YJUe WE ARE aN INFORMATION SERVICE
ONLYe WE MAKE NO ATTEMPT T2 SECURE YJU HOUSING.
THE SERVICE OFFERS ONLY COMPILED INFORMATION
CONCERNING AVAILABLE RENTAL HOUSING UNITSe NJ
GJARANTEE IS “ADE THAT YOU AILL FIND RENTAL
PROPERTY 3Y USING THIS SEIVICE. VYOU May 1k
ENTITLED TO A REFUND IF ANY OQF THE RENTAL HIUSING
INFORMATION PROVIDED TO YJU IS NOT CZURRENT,
ACCURATE IR OTHERWISE NOT IN COMPLTIANCE WITH THE
LAWS 3nd
"(3) Tne second clause snall state tnhat 3l
inquiries should b2 made to the Jistrict of Columbia Office

2f Consumer Praotection followed ny tne current addresse

telephone numbers and hours of tnat officee".,

-

Sece 3. zZnforcemente D.C.Code,
title 28, appendix
{a) Section 5 of the District of Columnia Consumer
Protaction Procedures Acte effactive July 22y 1976 ( DaC.
Lan 1=76; Dele COces title 28, aobendix) i5 amanded DY
sudstituting 3 semicolon for tne period 3t tne end of
SuUDS2CLidN (y)e 2and Dy 3ddinNg a new~s sunsaection {(z) to reaaq
3s follows:

“{z) violata any provision of tne Rantal Housing

Lozator Zonsumer ProtectionN Act 3f 1979 (DeCe Zodes ScCe



28-3819) ory if 3 rental housing locators to refus2 or
fail to nonor any obligation yndar a rental nousing
loc3tor contracte".
{b) Nothing in this act shall bDe construad to dimninish
the authority of tne Llistrict of C2lumbia under any 2xisting
law to bring or pursue any action the cause of which arose
nefore tnhe effective date of tnis acte
Sece 4. Tne Mayor is authorized to isSus requlations to D.C.Code,
title 28,
2f fectuate tne provisions of tnis 3cte appendix
Sece 5. Thnis act shall take effact after a thirty (30)
day period of Congressional review following approval ny tne
Mayor (or in the event of veto by ths Mayore 3cticon by tne
Zouncil of tne District of Columpia to override the veto) as
orovided in section 602(c)(l) of tne District of Columnia
Self-Govarnment and Governmental Re2organization ACt.
aporovad Decamber 24« 1973 (B7 State 813: Deale COodes S2C. 1-

147(c) (1))

\

Council of the District of Columbia

7
(RN Y =
/Mayor —
District of Columbia

APPROVED: May 1, 1980
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ACTION:

COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
FECORD OF CFFICIAL COUNCIL ACTION
DOCKET NO: BILL 3-124

To Adopt (3-18-80) First Reading
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