ciuncia

COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

NCTICE

"District of Columbia Retirement Regulations
Adoption Act of 1982",

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and»Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-1¢8,
"the Act”, the COuncii of the District of Columbia adopted Bill
No. 4-377 on first and secoﬁd readings, April 6, 1982 and April
27, 1982, respectively. Following the Signature of the Mzvor
on May 11, 1982, this legislation was assigned Act No. 4-188,

published in the May 21, 1982 edition of the D.C. Register,

(Vol. 29 page 2084) and transmitted to Congress on May 18, 1982
for a 30-day review, in acc&rdance with Section 602 (e)(1l) of
the Act,

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has expired, and
therefore, cites this eénactment as D.C. Law 4-123, effective

July 2, 1982,
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ARRINGTON DIXON ‘
Chairman of the Council

Dates Counted During the 30-dav Congressional Review Period:

May 18
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AN ACT

DL ACT4-188

IN TEE COUNCIL OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Y 11 B

TO adopt regulaticons for a procedure for the denial of
a claim for retirement benefits under the several

retirement programs of +the District cf Columbia.

2E IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF

That this act may be cited as the "District of Columbia

Retirement Regulations Adoption Act of 1982".
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Sec. 2. The Council cf +the ©

pursuant tc section 188 of the District cf Columbia

Retirement Reform Act, approved November 17, 1979 (@3

Code, sec. 1-748) ("acx"), adopts the

orocecdure for the denial of a claim for retirement

benefits wnich fcllows:

PROCEDURE FOR TEEZ DENIAL OF A CLAIM FPOR RSTIRECMENT BENEFITS

strict of Cclumbia,
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(a) Purocse.
This section sets forth the procedures £or the

denial of 2 claim for retirement benefits under the

~

iikine of a zilaim
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(&) or bnenefi:s,

Tor the purpcses cf this secticn, a claim is a

Tecuest £cr 2 venefit by a particizant or beneficiarvy
¢ any of the funds. A claim is filed when the
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(19681 ec.)



established, & claim shall be deemed Ziled when 2
. writcen communication is made bv a claimant (or the
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laimant's a:
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thorized representative) which Is
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£o bring the claim t¢ the
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reasonably calcula
attention of the Director of Perscnnel and the written

communication is received by the Director of Persconnel.
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v Notice of Denial.
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J (e) Writ=ze

*

(1) The Mavcr shall provide to every claimant
wnose claim for benefits is whelly or par=ially denied
a2 written notice setting forth in 2 manner calculated
2o be understccd by *he claimant:

(A) The specific reascn or reasons for

| : (8) Specific reference :o pertinent
| -

II )

| zrovisions of applicable law, reculations, or Zund

srocedures on which the denial is based:

information necessaryv £for the claimant to perfect the
claim and an explanation of why such matarial or

informazion is necessary; and
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reguirements of paragraph (1), shall be furnished to
~us wawalmant within a reasonable time after receipt of
the clazim by the Mavor.

(3) If written notice of the denial of a
claim is not furnished in accecrdance with paragraph (2)
within a reasonable time, the claimant shall be deemed
to have“exhaﬁéﬁed nis 6r‘hef édhinistrative remedies
for the purpose of instituting proceedings for relief

in the Superior Court for the District of Columbia,

n

unless the claimant chcoses to avail himself or hersel
cf the procedures set forth in subsection (d).
(4) For the purpcses of paragraphs (2) ané

( o¢ ¢Z time shall be no more than
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), a reasocnable per
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20 calendar days after receipt of the claim by %he
Maycr, unless special circumstances require an
extension of time for processing the claim. If such an
extension of time for processing is reqguired, written
notice ¢f the extension shall be furnished to the
claimant prior <o the termination of the initial 90
calendar day pericd. In nc event shall such ex+tensicn
exceed a period of 90 calendar days from the end of

such initia

}_‘

pericd. The written notice of ex*ension
shall indicate the special circumstances requiring an
extensicn of time and the date by which the Mayor

inal decision.
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{(d) Reviaw Procedure.

(1) The Mavor shall establish and maintain a
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opporTunity to appeal 2 denied claim to the Maycr o

his or her designee, and under wnich full and fair

'__J

~eview of the claim ané its denial may Dbe obtainec

include, but ncT we Limized
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rvery such orocedure shal
to,(provisionsAthat permit 2 claimant or his or her
duly authorizec representative to:

(A) Reguest a Teview upon wrii:e“
appliaticn to the Mayor:

(8) Review pertinent documents; and
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(c) Submit issues am

writing.

(2) Such procedures may establisn a limited
period within which a clalimant must £ile any reguest
for raview oI 2 denial claim. Such cime limits must De

reascnable and related o the nature of the beneflit
which is the subject of +he claim ané to other
at=andant circumstances. Tn no event may such & period

expire less than 60 calendar days after receipt by the

h

claimant or written notification cf the denial ©f a
(3) A decision by =he Mayorl cf nis or ner

fesigness snall ~e made ncC Lak=er than 20 calandar <cavs
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ess special circumstances reguire an extension c¢f

+ime for processing, in which case & decision shall De
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rendered as soon as possible, but net later than 120

h

calendar days afzier receipt of a reguest for review.

n

If such an extension of time for review is recuired

"

Decause of special circumstances, written notice of the
extension shall be furnished to the claimant prior o
the commencement ¢f the extension.

(4) The deéisioﬁ on review shall be in
writing ané shall be wfitten‘in a2 manner calculated to
De understood by the claimant. The written decisicrn
shall Include specific reasons for the decision and
snall cite specific references “c the per+tinent

rovisions of applicacle law, reculation, or fund
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n which the decisicn 1s based.
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ccecures
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{3) The decision on review shall be furnisned
to the claimant within the appropriate +ime prescribed
in paragraph (3). If the decisicn on review is not
furnished within such time, the claim shall be deemed
denied on review.

{e) Reascnableness.

for purpeses of this act, a procedure will be
deemed tO be reasonable only if it does not contain any
orovisicon, and is not administered in a way, which
unduly inhibits or hampers the initiation or processing

cf a claim Zcr benefitss.

Sec. 3. (a) The procedure estzrlishedé bv this ac%
! . p . e ] . T.C.Cxce,
shall apply tc any participant or beneficiarv who has a sec. 1-T732
(1982 ec.)

claim Zor beneflits denied under +he Distric:t cf
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T.né, established oY section 122 ci zhe

ss=zplished by secticn 123 of the District cf Columbia
Retirement Reform ACT, approved November 17, 1979 (@93

s-ac. 868; D.C. Code, sec. 1-713); and the District of
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5.8, Cocde, sec. 1-71

(n) The procedure estzplisned by this act shall
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apply to claims 2or benefiss denied aZzter March 1,

Sec. 4. The Maver oI e 3igzrict of Columbia

and shall give wri=zten aoctice cof compliance “herewith

so the Council ci the District of Columbia within &0

calendar days aliter the effective date of this act.
Sec. 3. This act shall +ake effect after a 30-cay
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Code, sec. 1=-233(c)(1)).

{ i /

- Chairman hd /
Council of & District of Cclumbia

Zarellae origina;



