


D.C. LAW 6-115
	

Enrolled

Tara" MAY 2 3 1S86

AN ACT

D.C. ACT 6-150

IN TEE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

APR 0 8 1986

To make it unlawful for a parent or relative of a child to
abduct, wrongfully detain, or conceal the child.

New

or
BE IT ENACTED BY TEE COUNCIL OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

That this act may be cited as the "Parental Kidnapping

Prevention Act of 1985."

Sec. 2. Definitions.

For the purposes of this act, the term:

"Child" means a person under the age of 15

years of age.

"District" means the District of Columbia.

"Lawful custodian" means a person who is

authorized to have custody by an order of the Superior Court

of the District of Columbia or a court of competent

jurisdiction of any state, or a person designated by the.

lawful custodian temporarily to care for the child.

"Relative" means a parent, other ancestor,

brother, sister, uncle, or aunt, or 1 who has been lawful

custodian at some prior time.
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present danger to the health, safety, or welfare of the

child is a complete defense to prosecution under this act.

A law enforcement officer may take a child into

protective custody if it reasonably appears to the officer

that any person is in violation of this act and unlawfully

will flee the District with the child.

A child who has been detained or concealed shall

be returned by a law enforcement officer to the lawful

custodian or placed in the custody of another entity

authorized by law.

The offenses prohibited by this act are continuous

in nature and continue for so long as the child is

concealed, harbored, secreted, detained, or otherwise

unlawfully physically removed from the lawful custodian.

Any expenses incurred by the District in returning

the child shall be reimbursed to the District by any person

convicted of a violation of this act. Those expenses and

costs reasonably incurred by the lawful custodian and child

victim as a result of a violation of this act shall be

assessed by the court against any person convicted of the

violation.

(h) Any violation of this act is punishable in the

District, whether the intent to commit the offense is formed

within or without the District, if the child was a resident

of the District, present in the District at the time of the
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