COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF CCLUMBIA

NOTICE
D.C. LAW 6-73

*Mandatory Use of Seat Belts Act of 1985"

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
*the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bill
No. 6-16 on first and second readings, September 24, 1985, and
October 8, 1985, respectively. Follow%ng the signature of the
Mayor on October 18, 1985, this legislation was assigned Act
No. 6-97, published in the November 8, 1985, edition of the

D C. Reg1ster, (Vo1 32 page 6344) and transm1tted to Congress

on October 23, 1985 for c 30- day rev1ew, in accordance with
Section 602 (c)(1) of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia héreby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has eipired, and

therefore, cites this enactment as D.C. Law 6-73, effective

<Y Vi

December 12, 1985. - . _ |
/‘ ' /} / . /7/,
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- DAVID AT CLARK
Chairman of the Council

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period:

Qctober 23,24,25,28,29,30,31
November 1,4,5,6,7.8,12,13,14,15,18,19,20,21,?2
December 2,3,4,5,6,9,10,11
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AN ACT
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IN TEE COUNCIL OF TEE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OCT 1 81985

To reguire the use of safety belts in a motor vehicle.

BE IT ENACTED 3Y T=EZ COUNCIL OF TH=E DISTRICT OF COLUMSIA,
Codificatcior

That this act may be cited zs *he "Mandatory Use of Seat New Chapter
: g 16 of title
Belts Act of 1985". 40

Sec. 2. Definitions.

For the purposes of this act, the term: ) New,
. o i D.C. Code,
(1) "Motor vehicle" means an automotive sec. 46-1601

(1986 supp.)
transportation device with more than 3 wheels znd a seating

cépacity of 8 or less passengefs, not including the driver,
~but the term does not include vehicles used for farm
purposes.
(2) "Properly restrained" means strapped around
the waist or the torso of 2z passenger by a safety belt built
into the motor wvehicle.

. New,
Sec. 3.(2a) Except as provided for children less than & D.C. Code,

sec. 40-15602

years old in the Child Restrazint Act of 1882, effactive (1985 supp.;

. March 10, 1382 (D.C. Law 4-194; D.C. Code, sec. 40—1201

"

seg.), the driver and the pPassenger sitting next to the door
in the front seat of 2 motor vehicle shall wear a properly
adjusted and fastened safety belt.

(b) This section dces not apply to operators or

SIIRUYSD 3P ASBatete ser 44 Bases



_passengers under the following circumstances:

(1) Riders in a motor vehicle manufactured before

July 1, 1966; or

(2) Riders who possess a written verification

from a licensed physician that the rider is unable to wear a

safety belt for medical reasons.
Sec. 4. Safety belts shall conform to applicable

federal motor vehicle safety standards established pursuant
to section 103 of title 1 of the National Traffic and Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, approved September 9, 1966'(80
Stat. 719; 15 U.S.C. sec. 1393). |
Sec. 5. This act shall apply to drivers operating a
motor vehicle in the District of Columbia and their
passengers.

- Sec. 6. For the first 6 months after thé'efféctiVe
date of this act, the Mayor of the District of Cplumbia
.shall 2ducate the public witﬁin the District of Columbia
about the requirements and the purpose of this act.

Sec. 7.(a) There shall not be penalties for violating

this act during the first 6 months after its effective date.

Instead, the Mayor of the District of Columbia shall issue
warnings to drivers and passengers who viclate this act
during those 6 months. -

(b) (1)

act, the Mayor shall issue rules that establish penalties

Six months after the effective date of this

consistent with the purpose and the regulatory scheme
created by this act. The Mayvor shall issue the rules

pursuant to title 1 of the District of Columbia

New,

D.C. Code,
sec, 40-160
(1386 supp.

New,
DayCrrmGode ,
sec. 40-16C.
(1986 supp..

" New,

D.C. Code,
sec. 40-160:

(1986& supp..

New,

D.C. Code,
sec. 40-160¢
(1986 supp..
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Administrative Procedure_Act, approved October 21, 1988 (82
Stat. 1203; D.C. Code, sec. 1-1501 et seg.).

(2) The penalties imposed by the Mayor pursuant
to subsection (2) of this section initially shall nct excesd
$15, althougﬁ the Mayor may subsequently modify the amount
of the penzlty.

(c) Enforcement of this act by law enforcement
officials shall be accomplished only as a secondary action
and only when the c¢fficials have probable cause to detain
the operator of a2 motor vehicle for some other offense.

(d) The Departh;ht of Transportation shall not ‘assign
any points under 18 DCMR 303 to the riving record of a
person found in violation of this act.

(g) Viqlatiqns of this act shall be civil infractions.

(£) The driver of the vehicle will not be responsible
for/ensuring that passengeré'comply with this act.

Sec. 8. Neither a viclation of this act nor compliance
with its terms.shall constitute evidence of negligence,
evidence of contributory negligence, or a basis for.a civil
acticn for damages. Also, 2 violation or compliﬁnce with
this act shall not be used as =z basis fer mitigating damaces
arising from a civil liability. )

Sec. 9; (a) This act shall take effect after a 30-day
reriod of Congressicnal review following approval by the
Mayor’(orvin the event of veto by the Mayor, ac+tion by the
Council of the District of Columbia Lo coverride the veto) as
provided in section 802(<c) (1) of the District of Columbia

Self-Government and Governmental Reorganization Act,

New,

D.C. Code,
sec. 40-160°
(1986 supp.)
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LUIQLLied Qriga:

- -approved Decémber 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813; D.C. Code, sec.

1-233(c)(1})).

(b) is act shall expire immediately upon the date Note,
D.C. Code,
+hat the Secretary of the United States Department of sec. 40-1601
; to 40-1607
Transportation, or his or her designee, determines to (1983 supp.)

rescind the portion of standard 208 of the Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety, promulgated December 25, 1968 (33 Fed. R.
19703; 49 CFR part 571.208), which requires the installation
of automatic restraints in new private passenger motor
vehicles, unless the secretary's decision to rescind

L
s+andard 208 is not based on the enactment or the continued

operation of this act.

4
{
<ii;—Chalrman' =

Council of the Distrizt of Columbia

/

/Mayor
District ££f Columbia

APPROVED: October 18, 1985
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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Council Period Six — First Session

RECORD OF OFFICIAL COUNCIL VOTE

T 1tem on Consent Calendar

X ACTION & DATE:

Adopted Firs+ Reading, 9-

DOCKET NO:

B6-16

24—85

& VOICE VOTE:

3y Mziority,

Member Schwar+- voted o

Recorded vota on request

Absent:

2all presen+

O ROLL CALL VOTE: — RESULT

{ /

COUNCIL MEMBER | AYZ [NAY [N.Y. | A B, COUNCIL MEMEER | AYE [NAY | N.V. | AS. | COUNCIL MEMBER | AYE | NAY [NV [ A8, ]
CHMN. CLARKE RAY | SPAULDING | 5 ! |
CRAWFORD | | ROLARK | WiLSON | [ | £
[ JARVIS 3 i SCHWARTZ [ | | WINTER | | i [ [
| KANE | | | SHACKLETON | | | | i
MASON i | | SMITH, JR. | | L , ; | [
X — Indicates 23 Yote A.B. — Absent N.V. — Present, not voting
; CERTIFICATION RECORD
— . —
Secretary to the Council /Date

Z ltem on Consent Calendar

& ACTION & DATE: Adopted Final Readlnq, 10-8-85

X VOICE voTE: Bv Ii__mrltv, Mm'n.ber Schwar;z voted no

Recorded vota an request

Absent: Crawford

T ROLL CALL VOTE: — RESULT { / ] /

COUNCIL MEMBER [AYE [NAY |N.V. | A 8. COUNCIL MEMBER [AYE |NAY |[N.V. | AB. [COUNCH.M‘MBER!AYE NAY [NV. [A 5]
CHMN. CLARKE RAY | | SPAULDING ] |
CRAWFORD ROLARK | | WILSON | !
JARVIS ! SCHWARTZ WINTER ] |
KANE SHACKLETON | |
MASON SMITH, JR. | , | I |

-X — Indicates Vote A.B. — Absent N.Y. — Present, nat vating f

CERTIFICATION RECORD R
\\‘---j:2E5?::;;55551——5-41‘L—-- ~ /70 4’/, /7 [//’é?b_s-
Secretary ta the Councxl : Date

T item on Consent Calengar

C ACTION & DATE:

T voIczs voTE:

Recorded vcte on request

Absent:

O ROLL CALL VOTE: — RESULT ! ) J i
LE;UNCH.MEMBERiAY:{NAYINV I AB. ICOUNCH.MEMB:R;AYE;NAYINV 8. | COUNCIL MEMBER | AYE | NA IN.V. | AS. ]
[CHMN. CLARKE | | l [ RAY l [ l SPAULDING l ] | I
| CRAWFORD f i | | | ROLARK I ] i f WILSON ; | | i |
TJARVIS [ 1] | SCHWARTZ | | | WINTER 1 | | [
| KANE ] | ] r [ SHACKLETON ] [ l | l ]
TMASON [ 1 z ! | SMITH. JR. | | l | | .
| X — Indicates Vota AB. — Azsent N.V. — Present, not voting !

CEZRTIFICATION RECORD

Secretary 10 the Cauncii
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