COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

NOTICE
D.C. LAW 7=30D

"Tenant Assistance Program and Rental Housing
Commission Amendment Act of 1987%.

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia 5elf-
Government and Governmental Reorganizatien Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bil}
No, 7-226 on first and second readings, June 30, 1987, and July
14, 1987, respectively. Following the signature of the Mayor

on July 21, 1987, this legislation was qss1yn€§'hct'?-53. publish=-

ed 1n the August 14, 1987, edition of the D.C. Register, [Yol. 34

page 5304} and transmitted tu.bnngress on July.22, 1987 for a

30-day review, in accordance with Section £02(c){1) of the Act,
The Councfl of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice

that the 30-day Congressional Review Period hu?“enpirud. and

therefore, cites this enactment as D.L. Law ?-50, effective

October 2, 19B7.

D A. CLARKE
ha{rman of the Council

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period:

July 22.,23.,24,27,28,29,230,131
August 3.,4,6,6,7
september 9,10,11,14,15,16,17,18,21,22,23,24,25,28,29,30

October 1
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DC. LAWY -3 0

EXFECTIVE

~mam ' (0T (12 1987

Al ACT

DLACT 7 -58

IN THE COUNCIL Cpr THE DQISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

JUL 2 1 1587

To amend the Rental Housing Act of 1985 to raise the grade
ievel of members of the Rental fiousing Commission,
authorize tenant assistance for eligible families with
emergency needs and for eligible families leasing their
present housing accommodations, authorize multi-year
contracts with housing providers for rental units
designated for eligible families, provide that
appropriations for the Tenant Assistance Program shall
constitute a proprietary fund and remain available
until expended without regard to fiscal year
limitations, clarify provisions regarding housing code
compliance, estaklish procedures for adjustipng fair
marxet rent levels, and provide penalties for
discriminaticon agailnst Tenant Assistance Program
recipients; and to make a conforming amendment to the
District of Columbia Fund Accounting Act of 1980.

BE IT ENACTER BY ‘THE COUNCILIL OF 'TLHE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
That this act may he cited as the "Tenant Assistance Program
and Rental lgusing Commission Amendment Act of 19R7".

Sec, 2. Title II of the Rental Housing Act of 1985,
effective July 17, 1985 (D.C. Law &=10; D.£C., Code, sec.
45-2511 et seg.}, is amended as follows:

fa) section 20l{c) (N.C. Code, sec., 45-2511(c}} is Db Coiln, GG,
amended by striking the phrase "grade 14" and inserting in 45-2511 (1988
its place the phrase "grade 15", EUPD.)

(b} Section 202(d) (D.C. fous, ses. 45=-2512{d}} is
amended to read ags follows: D'C"_Cﬂde‘ BL T

"{d} The Departiment of Conegumer and Regulatory Affairs 45-2512 (1988
shall employ the staff necessary Lo assist the Rental supp.
Housing Commission in carrying out its functions. Of the

staff emploved, 3 ghall be law clerks who shall assist each
member of the Rental Housing Cowmisaion in the preparation
of decisions ardd orderco.”.



Enrolled Origined

Sec, 3, Title I1] of the 32ental Housing Act of 1955,
effective July L7, 1285 (I1.C. Law b6-10; D.C. Code, sec.
45-2531 ek s2q.), 1= amended as Iolilows:

{a)” Bection 3Ui(3) {o5.C. Code, ses. 45-253i{(3)) ie it ﬂf'ﬂU; Bl
amended by inserting the word "substantial' before the word 45-2531 (1938R
SUTT.

"compliance".

{1} Section 3G1(12) (D.C., Code, sec, 45-2831(12}) 1=
amended to read as follows: B, Cade, sec.

“{12) "Tenant assistance contract" weans a 45-2531 (1988

written contract between the Department and a housing supp. )
provider, 1n the form prescribed by the Mayor, in which the
Department &grees to make tenant assistance payments to the
housing provider (&) on behalf of a specific eligible
family; or (B} for specific units to be held for and leased
to families eligible for tenant assistance for the duration
of the contract.”.

(c) Section 302(b) (D.C. Code, smec. 45-2532) is .Gy Code, ate,
amended by adding new gentences at the end to read as 45-2532 (1988
fol lows : supp.- )

"appropriations for the Tenant Asslistance Program shall
be classified and maintained as a proprietary fund and shall
remain available until expended, without regard to fiscal
year limitaticns.. Mo money appropriated for the Tenant
Assistance Program shall be expended for any purpose other
than making tenant asgsistance payments and. when necessary,
repayable advances for security depoasits in accordance with
this title.",

{d}l Section 302{c) {(p.C. Code, sec. 45-2532(¢)} is B.C. Code, see.
amended by adding the word "available" before the word 45-2532 (1988
"appropriaticns" wherever it appears. supp., )

{e) Section 202{(d4) (D.C. Code, sec. 45-2532(d}) is b.C. Code, scc.
amended to read as tollows: 45%-2532 (1988

"{d} The Mayor is autharized to sxpend the annual Suppre b

appropriations provided by this section in the following
manner :

"{1}(A} The Mayor wmay enter into long-term tenant
asslstance contracts with housing providers. FPayments
obligated by long-term contracts may be made on on annual
basis during the periocd of each zontract from the annual
appropriations for the Tepant Assistance Frodgram. Each
conlract entered Into pursuant to Wis paragrapll shall
Aanligatse the housing provider, oo i annual basis, for the
duration of the contract Lo vffer for lease aml to loase a
fixed number of rental wvnits, which shall he specified in
the contract, to families receiving tenant assistance,
regardless of whetner the same family leases the same unit
throughout the contract pericd. Each contract shall
obligate the Mayor to make tenant assistance payments to the
housing provider for the duration of the contract in
accoraance with the terms of the contract and the

2
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reguirements of this titlie as lang as the housing 1s in
substantial compliance with the housing regulations. The
contractual obkligatior of the Mayor shall be backed by the
full faith and credit of the bistrict to the same extent
that applies to District contracts generally.

“{BR; In the case of contracts for rental
units in existing housing accommodations, the length of the
contracet may be from 1 to 5 years. In the case of contracts
for reatal units ip newly constructed or rehabilitated
housing accommodations, the length of the contract may be
from 1 to 15 years, with options to renew in 5-vear
increments,

"(C) Consistent with the reguirements of
section B04(d), distressed properties and new or
rehabilitated vacant rental houaing receiving assistance
pursuant to title VIII shall have priority over other
properties for the long-term contracts authorized by this
paragraph.

"{2) The Mayor may expend funds from the annual
appropriation to assist eligible families with emergency
housing needs due to family separation by court order
because of inadeguate housing, sudden unavoidable
displacement from a dwelling unit, special health or
disability problems reguiring immediate improvement in
housing, or other emergency reasons approved by the
Department.

"{3) The Mayor may expend funds frcm the annual
appropriation to assist eligible families with a current
valid lease of a rental unit that qualifies according to the
provisicns of this act. The Department shall annocunce the
availability of the assistance authorized by this paragraph
through notice to the Distriet of Columbia Office on Aging,
other relevant DMstrict agencies, and private organizations
reprepenting senior eitizens or tenants in general.

"{(4) ‘The Mayor shall not, by rule or otherwise,
allocate any fixed portion of the annual appropriation for
any srecific category of eligible families or any specific
type of tenant assistance contract authorized by this

title.”,

{(f) Sectlioy 303(a) (D.C. Code, scec. 45-2533(a}) in B.Co Conle, Bire,
amended by adding 4 now acntencoe % the end to read as £5=2531 (1988
fol lows s aupp. )

“The IMstrict of Columbia Procurement Practices Act of
1985, effective Peoruary 21, L9846 (D.C. Law B=-BS5; D.C. Code,
sec, 1-1181,1 et seq.), shall not apply to the contracts
authorized by this title.".

g} section JL3{b){p.C. Cwde, scc. 45-2533{b)) 1is D.C. Code, SCo.
amended to read as follows: 45-2535 (198K
*{b} Lxcept as otherwise provided in this subsection, supp. )

the fair market rents applicablc to the Tenant Assistance

3
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rents established annua. by

Prugram shall he the fair marke:
Wrian Developneost

by the U.L. Department of Hovsipg ard
CUHUL" ) Far new vonstructlan and substantial rehabilitatios
Lo the Washingsoon. L.C.o, narket The Leprartment. oy Tule
may @ababligh the fair garker rants for guits In sized Lo
which there ie no falr mabeel ronl o oenlablished by 8500, 1
the Department, after reviewinyg the falr markcet rents
vHbablished by LHUo for the washiongrop, U,0,, market,
doetermines: that the amounts do ot accuerately refleor falr
market ruents i the District, the bepartment may, by rule,
adjust the ampunts. Tf the proposod fair markzet rents vary
frum the fair market rents established by HUD, tha
Department shall submit a resolution for approval of the
proposed fair market rents to the Council of the District of
Columbia ("Council"} for a 45-day period of review,
excluaing Saturdays, Sundays, legal holidays, and days of
Council recess. If the Council does not approve or
disapprove the proposed resolution, in whole or in part,
within this 4%-day review peried, the proposed resolution
shall be deemed approved.

{h) Section 303{c} (D.C. Code, sec, 45-2533{c)) is
amendad by amending the Jrrd sentence ta read as follows:

"Priority shnall be given t¢ the elderly, the
handicapped, single-parent householda, and applicants who
have conpleoted any employment training course provided by
any District agency.™.

{i) Section 303(gi{l)
is amended:

{l1) In the lst sentence, by striking the numeral
"o0" and inserting in its place the numeral *96": and
(2} In the 3rd sentence, by striking the phrase

"extensions not to exceed a total of BU days.™ and inserting
in its place the phrase "elU-day extension: to dny family
that econtimously demonstrates gocil taith efforts to Locate
a4 suttable rental unit.”.

{D.C. Code, sec. 45-2533(ql{1)}

{4) secrice 3c4(f) (D.C. Cole, sec. 45=2534(F)) 1is
Cerpedra L .
Pk} Yectron 3J05(0R) (1) 0.0 Cole, are, 45-2535(hi(1 )

beoamendead ke read oas fol lowes

.l v Blosns dinyg wid e Das20 v by penh abnislancu
vrier any federal housing progrom, or pubklic bhousing that 1§
masiATed by the District goverimeny.

Sec. 4. Section 503 of the Rental liousing Act of 1985
ciiecnive July 17, 1385 (p.U. Law 6=l D.C. Code, seg,
o T R | i wirme Aol = ff!!?'ﬂf
aj Subseoetion ia) Ls amenus] e read as ioclioms:
i) T s gnlawtal for o sy provider to

eligibles .2
elderly

waiust families peceivinag or
Asgigstance Proaran assistance,

FadrI e

o o

rece1ve Tenant

D.C. ﬁDdE. SE0C.
45-2533 (1988
ST L

D.C. Code, sec.
45-2533 (1988

supp. )

Repea e,
Nalie Gl 8EC.
LB=-2534 (1948

snpp. )

[hobie v, seo.

LT LAY
supp.

i, Coad:-, sec.
45-2555 (1938

b A |
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tenants, or families with children when renting housing
accommcdations.”.

{(b) Subsection (c) is amended to read as follows:

“{c) Allegations of violations of this section that
are made by families receiving or eligible to receive Tenant
Apsistance Program assistance, by elderly tenants, or by
families with children shall be promptly investigated and
handled by the Department of Consumer and Regulatory
Affairs, which shall provide the complaining party with a
written report upon the conclusion of the investigation.”.

Sec. 5. Bection 90l(e) of the Rental Houaing Act of
1985, effective July 17, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-10; D.C. Code,
sec. 45-2591(e)), is amended in the lst sentence by adding
after the words "discriminate against" the words "a family
receiving or eligible to receive Tenant Assistance Program
assistance,” and by inserting a comma after the words
"elderly tenant".

Sec. 6. Section 4(a)(2) of the District of Columbia
Fund Accounting Act of 1980, effective June 14, 1980 (D.C.
Law 3-70: D.C, Code, sec. 47-373(1)(B)). is amended by,

{a) 5triking the period at the end of subparagraph (E)
and inserting the phrase "; and" in its place; and

{p) Adding a new subparagraph (G) (D.C. Code, smec.
47-373(1)(B)(vii)) to read as follows: A

"{G) Tenant Assistance Program.”.

Sec. 7. Thie act shall take effect after a 30-day
period of Congressional review following approval by the
Mayor (or in the event of vetc by the Mayor, action by the
Council of the District of Columbia to override the veto) as
provided in section 602{c} (1) of the District of Columbia
Self-Government and Governmental Reorganization Ack,

D.C. Code,
gec. 45-2591
(1988 supp.)

D.C. Code,
gec. 47=373
(1988 supp.)
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RTER

approved December 24, 1973 (A7 Stat. 81l3: 0.2, Code, sec.
1-233{ci{1})}.

/fff“"! )

Chaixman, by the Chairman Pro Tempore
Council of the District of Columbia

Mayor
District of Columbia

APPROYED: July 21, 1987
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