COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF CDLUMBIA

NOTICE
D.C. LAW 7-86

"Emergency Shelter Services for Families
Reform Amendment Act of 1987".

Pursuant to Section 412 of the District of Columbia Self-
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, P. L. 93-198,
"the Act", the Council of the District of Columbia adopted Bil]
No. 7-224 on first and second readings, November 10, 1987, and
November 24, 1987, respectively. Following the signature of the
Mayor on December 22, 1987, this legislation was assigned Act
7-123, published in the January 8, 1988, edition of the 0.C.
Register, (Vol. 35 page 140) and transmitted to Congress on
January 22, 1988 for a 30-day review, in accordance with Section
602(c)(1) of the Act.

The Council of the District of Columbia hereby gives notice
that the 30-day Congressional Review Period has expired, and
therefore, cites this enactment as D.C., Law 7-86, effective

arch 11, 19B8.

Chairman of the Council

Dates Counted During the 30-day Congressional Review Period:

January 25,26,27.28,29
February 1,2.3,4,5,8,9,16,17,18,19,22,23,24,25,26,29

March R T A W B



Enrolled Original
DC.LAW T -86

“B="" MAR11 1988
AN ACT

DCACT 7-123

IN THE COULCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEIA

BEC 2 2 1987

To amend the District of Columbia Public Assistance Act of
1982 to authorize the Kayor to coperate an emergency
shelter family services program, which will enakle the
District of Columbia to obtain federal financial
agsistance to provide housing and other services for
homeless families with children, and to limit the
payments that the Mayor may pay to provide emergency
shelter for families to the Tenant Assistance Program.

EE IT ENACTED EY THE COUNKCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEIA,
That this act may be cited as the "Emergency Shelter
Services for Families Reform Anendment Act of 1987".

Sec. 2. The District of Columbia Public Assistance Zct
of 1982, effective April 6, 1982 (D.C. Law 4-101; D.C. Code,
sec, 3-201.1 et seqg.), 1is amended as follows:

(a} Section 552(d) (D.C., Code, sec. 3-205.52(4)}) is D.C. Code,
amended by adding a new sentence to the end to read as sec. 3=205.52
follows: (19B8 supp.)

"Cxcept with respect to AFDC families with no earned
income who have entered into and are residing temporarily in
a shelter for homeless families pursuant to the District of
Columbia Right to Overnight Shelter Act of 1984, effective
March 14, 1985 (D.C. Law 5-146; D.C. Code, sec. 3-601 et
seq.), the Mayor shall adjust the payment level for families
in emnergency shelters to take into consideration the
reascnable costs of shelter being provided pursuant to
section 603(bj{1l) by the District.".

{b) Section 603 (D.C. Code, sec. 3-206.3) is amended D.C. Code,
to read as follows: sec. 3-206.3
"Sec., 603. Emergency shelter family services program. {1988 supp.)

"{a) The Mayor is authorized to operate an Emergency
Shelter Family Program, which shall claim federal financial
participation to the exXtent allowable by law for housing
assistance and services to homeless families with minor
children. Homeless families with minor children shall not
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be required, requested, or encouraged to separate in order
to be eligible for emergency shelter housing assistance or
services under this act.

"(b)(l}) Beginning no later than 1 year from the
effective date of the Emergency Shelter Services for
Families Reform Amendment Act of 1967, the Mayor shall
establish and maintain, through the purchase of, lease of,
or construction of 1 or more bunildings, a sufficient number
of emergency shelter family housing units for homeless
families with minor children. Each homeless family shall be
reguired, upon entry into the emergency shelter family
housing unit, to sign an emergency shelter family housing
resident contract, which sets forth the conditions for
living in that housing unit as well as the rights and
responsibilities of the adult members of the emergency
shelter family and the District of Columbia government. The
emergency shelter housing resident contract shall be
explained crally to the adult members of the emergency
shelter family by the Mayor prior to being signed. Each
emergency shelter family housing unit shall be supervised
apartment-style housing with:

“{A) Separate cooking facilities and other
basic necessities to enable the homeless family to prepare
and consume meals;

"{B) Eathroom facilities for the exclusive
use of the homeless family;

"(C) Separate sleeping quarters for adults
and minor children in accordance with the regulation
codified at section 5113.6 of Title 14 of the District of
Columbia Municipal Regulations; and

"(D} Access to immediate ocutdoor areas
equipped with basic facilities for exercise and play for use
by minor children residing in the emergency shelter family
housing unit.

"(2) Each emergency shelter family housing unit
shall be in substantial compliance with all rules,
regulations, and orders codified at Title 14 of the District
of Columbia Municipal Regulations as of the effective date
of the Emergency Shelter Services for Families Reform
Amendment Act of 1987, including the provisicn of chapter
5113 pertaining to the assignment of units appropriate for
family size.

"{c)(1l) The Mayor shall provide emergency shelter
family housing services and, beginning 2 years from the
effective date of the Emergency Shelter Services for
Families Reform Amendment Act of 1987, emergency shelter
family housing services shall be provided for no more than
180 consecutive calendar days to a horeless family, except
as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection.



Enrellea Urigiroai

"(2) The Mayor may grant extensions of up to 30
calendar days each to a homeless family if mitigating
circumstances or a justifiable public purpose is determined
to exist. The Haycr shall grant extensions as necessary
whenever the Mayor is unable to identify and obtain
permanent housing for the homeless family in accordance with
subsection (h} of this section.

"(3) The Mayor shall provide notice to each
family at least 1 month prior to any termination of services
provided under this section.

“(d) The Mayor may decline to provide services under
this secticn if:

"{1l) The homeless family has been evicted from
previous housing because a parent or other adult member of
the family refused without good cause to accept enployment
or training for employment and continues to do so, provided
that housing shall not be withheld under this subsection
from infant and minor members of the family or adult members
of the family who have either accepted employment or
training for employment or who have not been offered
employment or training for employment; or

“{2) A parent or other adult member of the
homeless family has not substantially complied with the
terms of the emergency shelter family housing resident
contract.

"{e)}{l) Under guidelines established pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section, the Mayor shall reguire
homeless families who are not receiving AFDC and, who have
been placed in emergency shelter family housing for more
than 30 consecutive calendar days and who have the ability
to pay, to pay a reasonable monthly fee 1n an amount up to
30% of the homeless family's monthly gross income after
adjustments such as deductions for work and child care
eXpenses,

"{2) The monthly fee authorized by this
subsection shall not censtitute rent, and shall be collected
by the Mayor and deposited in an interest-bearing escrow
account in the name of the homeless family for use by the
homeless family in securing permanent housing.

"(3}) The Mayor shall make availakle to each
homeless family from whom monthly fees are collected a
regular and complete accounting of the deposits made and
interest earned on the homeless family's escrow account.

"(£)(1) During a homeless family's stay in emergency
shelter family housing, the khayor shall exhaust all efforts
to obtain permanent housing for the homeless family,
including:

"(A) Screening the homeless family to
determine the homeless family's eligibility for all
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applicable federal and District housing programs and
services;

"(B} Assisting the homeless family in
completing the reguired application procedures for all
applicable federal and District housing programs;

"({C) \Whenever possible, expediting the
homeless family's receipt of housing subsidies under
applicable federal and Pistrict housing programs; and

"(D) Assisting the homeless family in
contacting and making application for available housing
units from private-sector housing providers.

"(2) Adult members of the homeless family shall
search for permanent housing on their own initiative.

"({g) Beginning 1 year from the effective date of the
Emergency Shelter Services for Families Reform Amendment Act
of 1987, the Mayor shall not place a homeless family with
minor children in a hotel, motel, or other similar shelter
unless:

"(1l) Unfeoreseen circumstances leave no acceptable
alternative that is in the best interest of the homeless
family including minor children; and

“{2) The placement is for no longer than 15
calendar days, provided that this section shall not be
construed to reguire or authorize the refusal to house or
the displacement of any family otherwise entitled to
shelter.

"{h){1l) If a homeless family has not found permanent
housing within 90 cays aifiter receiving housing subsidy
certificaticn under any applicable federal or District
housing program, the homeless family shall accept permanent
housing that has been identified and cobtained by the Mayor
on the family's behalf and that is decent, sanitary, secure,
provides the essential amenities necessary to establish a
permanent household, and in substantial compliance with the
Housing Regulations of the District of Columbia. A homeless
family may appeal its acceptance of the permanent housing
pursuant to preocedures established under subsection (1) of
this section.

"(2) A homeless family not eligible for any
federal or District housing subsidy or other housing
assistance, shall accept permanent housing that has been
identified and obtained by the Mayor on the family's behalf
and that is decent, sanitary, sccure, provides the essential
amenities neccessary to establish a permanent household, and
in substantial compliance with the Housing Regulations of
the District of Columbia. & homeless family may appeal its
acceptance of the permanent housing pursuant to procedures
estahlished under subsection (1) of this section.

"(i}) The tiayor shall establish 4 regional rescurce
centers, which shall offer home maintenance counseling
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classes, and sinultaneously provide a systematic program of
employment counseling, empleoyment training, remedial
education, mental health counseling, or other types of
social services for a period of 180 days or longer to assist
adult members of the family achieve independence from public
assistance. Where appropriate, following a case assessment,
these social services or classes shall be provided to each
family member during hours when he or she is not employed or
going to or from a place of employment. The classes shall
be provided in both English and Spanish and shall include
the following subjects:

"(1) Maintaining a household in a clean and
sanitary condition;

"(2) Proper maintenance of appliances such as
stoves and refrigerators;

"(3) Utility cest-saving measures such as heat
and cooling conservation;

"{4} Family counseling; and

"{5} PFPinancial management emphasizing rent
payment on a consistent and timely Lasis.

"{j) The Mayor shall establish standards for payments
to vendors for emergency shelter family housing, which shall
not exceed the amount by unit size established under secticn
303(b) of the Rental Housing Act cof 1985, effective July 17,
1985 (D.C. Law 6-10; D.C. Code, sec. 45-2533(b})).

"{k) In accordance with the provisions of the District
of Columbia Procurement Practices Act of 1985, effective
February 21, 1986 (D.C. Law £-85; D.C. Code, sec. 1-1181.1
et seg.}, the Hayor may enter into contracts with
not=-for-profit organizations and private business entities
for the provision of energency shelter housing services
established pursuant to this section. The Mayor shall give
priority to not-for-profit organizations.

"{1) The layor shall issue proposed rules, pursuant to
title I of the District of Coclumbia Administrative
Procedures Act, approved COctcber 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 1204;
D.C., Code, sec. 1-1501 et seg.), to implement the provisions
of the Emergency EShelter Services for Families Reform
Amendment Act of 1987. The proposed rules shall be
submitted to the Council for a 45-day period of review,
excluding Saturdays, Sundays, legal holidays, and days of
Council recess. If the Council does not approve or
disapprove the proposed rules, in whole or in part, by
resolution within this 45-day review pericd, the proposed
rules shall be deemed effective. ©Nothing in this subsection
shall effect any reguirements imposed upon the Mayor by
title I of the District of Columbia Administrative Procedure
Act, approved October 21, 1968 (B2 Stat. 1204; D.C. Code,

sec. 1501 et seqg.).



"[{m}) Section 6061 (D.C.
apply to this section.

"{n) A homeless family shall be entitled to a hearing
process pursuant to procedures established under section
603(1} for any action of the Mayor that affects the receipt,
termination, or conditions of services under this act. &
homeless family shall not be deprived of emergency shelter
housing prior to the rendering of a decision following a
hearing.”.

Code, sec. 3-206.1) shall not

Sec, 3. To the extent that there is any conflict
between the provisions of title V of the Rental Housing Act
of 1985, effective July 17, 1985 [(D.C. Law 6-10; D.C. Code,
tec, 45-2551 et seq.), and the Emergency Shelter Services
for Families Reform Amendment Act of 1387 regarding a
homeless family receiving shelter services, the provisions
of the Cmergency Shelter Services for Families Reform
Amendment Act of 1987 shall apply.

Sec. 4, Within 180 days of the effective date of this
act, the Mayor shall transmit to the Council a written
report describing specific plans and timetables for
implementing the provisions of this act. The Mayor shall
transmit to the Council an annual updated written report
regarding the status of the Emergency Shelter Family
Program.

S5ec. 5., Nothing in this act shall be construed to
repeal or awmend the District of Celumbia Right to Overnight
Shelter Act of 1984, effective March 14, 1985 {(D.C. Law
5-146; D.C. Cgde, sec., 3-601 et seg.).

Sec. 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect after a 30-day period of
Congressional review following approval by the Mayor (or in
the event of veto ky the Mayor, acticn by the Council of the
District of Columbia to override the veto)} as provided in
section G02(c)(l}) of the District of Columbia
Self-Government and Governmental Reorganizaticn kcot,

Note,

0.0, Code,
secs. 3-205.52
3=206.3 &
45=-2551

{1988 supp.)

Mote,

0D.C. Code,
secs, 3=205.52
& 3=-206.3

(1988 sunp.)

Note,

D.C. Code,
secs, 3-205.52
3=-206.3 &
3=601

{1288 supp.)
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approved December 24, 1573 (87 &tat. 813, D.C. Code, sec.
Teadre Y ).,

Ld

Chairman
Council of the District of Columbia

ayor [
District of "Columbia

SPPROVED: December 22, 1927
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